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A Teaching for our Time

A teaching that can lead to a
same and sober view of life and a
practical path of action for individual
and social peace, happiness, and pros-
perity, is what intelligent men require.
Such a teaching' cannot be connected
with any form of unreality and it must
be able to show things as they are.
In such a teaching the intelligent can
have confidence; in it they can have
interest and develop the effort neces-
sary for overcoming the ills of life, and
for progress and growth in good.

The Buddha has given us such a
teaching; it is his Dhamma, the path
to complete freedom ( vimutti ) from
the shackles of superstition, wrong
understanding of life, fear, discontent
conflict, violence, cruelty, greed, and
hate.

‘India’ says Paul Dahlke. In the
time of the Buddha was in a state of
transition in religious ideas. Belief in
the glittering variety of the palytheis-
tic heaven was giving way to the idea
of a single god, the monotheistic belief

By Bhikkhu Soma Srilanka

Brahma, the one, the Glorious, the
Blessed, before whom the different
gods and goddeéses who had hitherto
filled and satisfied Indian religious
thought, would vanish like stars before
the sun. Gotama the Buddha realised
the trend of thought and shed the
light of his genius upon the problem
A local belief expanded into a univer-
sal belief. For the first time in history,
from one corner of India a world
religion appeared in reply to the ques-
tion. ““Is the idea of god essential to a
religion 7' One can regard the whole
of Buddhism as an answer -to this
| “Man
belongs to himself. The self is the lord
of the self --- No god sits in judgment

question and the answer is :

upon hiza except his own self, and his
existence and destiny depend upon the
will of no god who separetes the sheep
from the goats. They depend on his
own actions.” Buddhism is not atheism
in the ordinary sense of the word.
Too often the atheist is a man whose
atheism is an excuse for license ; “No
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body can see me : no body hears me.
I shall do as I like.” --- For Buddhists

there is no god who can absolve him

from sin. There is no one carrespon-
ding to the priest in theistic religions,
who will be the intermediary between
God & man. For the Buddhist there is
only the idea of action and the result
of action, the religion of dispassionate,
unmitigated personal responsibility &
therefore the religion far men who
have developed out of the common
run and who know that in the realm
of reality nothing is given for nothing,

X 2t X

The Buddha was the first to de-
cleare the independence of the human
spirit; that he did through the famous
instruction to the Kalamas, the first
charter of independent thought given
to man, which opened up the road to
and to fruitful
activity for all time, And no less effec-

reason and science,

tively did he proclaim that indepen-
dence with his speekless, inimitable
teaching of the Middle path of Non-
violence and Non-self, which abolishes
all slavery and oppression.

Further it was the Buddha who
for the first time -in history destroyed

e s

the meaningless barrier of the so-called
inferiority of women which excluded
them from knowledge of liberation,
Before the Buddha appeared women
were regarded as chatties and drudges
of men. The Buddha bestowed on
them the priceless gift of instruction
leading to arahatta, the exatted state
in which all mundane distinction cease.
Of the Buddha it can also be said that
he freed woman of her social disabili-
ties, pointed out to the world her
excellent qualities, and made her the
pattern of amity for mankind,

Few who swear by the principles
of democracy know that the Buddha
bleazed a trail in setting up democra-
tic institution in India, ‘It may come
as a surprise to many to learn,’ says
the Marquess of Zelland, ‘that in the
Assemblies of the Buddhists in India,
two thousand years and more ago are
to be found the rudiments of our own
parliamentary practice of the present
day’ The work of the Buddhist
Sangha today is conduced on just the
same principles on which the Buddha
founded his order.

( to be continued )
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