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Why Buddhisrn Disappeared from India ?

By Veru'ble Dr. Saddltstissa, M. A. ph. D.

did not fail in their duty to give spe-

cial support to Buddhism. During
those periods Buddhism had become
almost the state religion of the coun.
try. But when the Hindu rulers came
to power, at the instance of the Brah.
mins who were their counsellors, most
of them followed and altogether diffe-
rent policy towards Buddhism. Some
of the Hindu rulers left no stone
unturned in resuseitating Brahminism.
King Brihadratha, the last ruler of the
Maurya dynasty, was assassinated by
Pushyamitra, one of his own ministers
who belonged to the Brahmin casie.

He founded the sunga dynasty whose
rulers did everything possible to revive
Brahminism It may be also mentioned
here that later on certain jealous

Brahmins made an attempt on the life
of Emperor Harsha also but thay were
not successful in that

It is said that the Gupta Kings
( 320-480 A. C. ) followed a tiberal

India is the birth-place of Bud-
dhism'and yet Buddhism dlsappeared

from its birttr,place as rapidly as it
spread there This became a matter of
great surpris_e to many but when we

study this problem in the light of his-
tory it will be clear ttrat there is
nothing surprising in it The Writer of
this article proposes to take into consi-
deration some of the cauies that led to
the downfall of Buddhism in India.

Both in the beginning and in the
day of its glory, Buddhism received
great support from the Buddhist-ru-
lers. But later on, as the Hindu rulers
come to power, that support to Bud-
dhism was lost " The following may be

mentioned as the most important
amony the Buddhist rulers of India.
Ashok (273. 202 B.C ) Kanishka
( 120-162 A. C. , Harsha ( 6A4-647.

A. C. ) and the Pala Kir:gs ( 750-950
A C. ) Though they followed a very

libEral religious policy t,rwards all, they
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religious policy, but evcn thoy gave

their full 'suppor[ to sh-aiva an{ 
laish'

nava cults. During that period, Brah-

tnins,,srade use of tho .inoarnation

( Avatara ) 'theory to mislead the po'

pular mind'. They said "Buddha is the

ninth inqarnation of vishnu. He &ppe&'

red on earth in that form to Preach

tbe message of 6Ahimsa'. Therefore to

worship vishau is to worship the Bud'

dha."

j Various methods were adoPted

for the suppression of Buddhism and

the propagation of Brahminism' Under

the'patronage of Hindu kings Brahmi'

nism'aocupied the position of 'state

religion Such books as Manusmriti

and Mahabharata were oompiled du'

rirg this 'period The teachings of the

Brahminical religious suiptureswere

spread 'among the people This is ttre

reason wtry the (-iupta period is"regar'

:ded as the golden period of Sanskrit

litrature. Aswamedhe and other such

atimat sacrifices came into being once

igain, Great upholders of Brahminism

such as SankaracharYa and Kumar-

ailabhatta attacked Bud'thism and

,propagated Bratrminism. They incor'

qFrq qH

porated $anY good things from Bud'

dhism in their books and sno!1ill of

the same. Thus everything possible was

done to discredit Buddhism'

From the verY beginning Bud'

dhism was not in agreement with such

dogmas as belief in a ereator (Isvara)

and a permanent soul {Atman}' Those '

who had these beliefs in eommon for'

med a united, front against Buddhism

and made it quite easy'to spread there

beliefs,among the comrnon PeoPle'

With the Passing of time the

bihikkhus.also fell from their spirutual

position. Gradually they began to'tose

sight of the ,life of simplicity and self-

eulturE. The great endowments made

by pious Buddhists for the support of

the sangha became & sour€e of weak'

ness.

As recorded in the Mahav$trsa,

(Chapter V vv. 228*30) ' saure heriti-

cal Brahmins entered the Buddhist

order in the guise of Bhikkus and

worked subversively for the downfill

of the sansha This was also one of

the mai:r reasons that led to the hol-

ding of the Third Council in the

Time of Asoka
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A few hundred years after the

Mahapari Nibbana to the Lord Bud-
dha differences of opinion arose in the

Sangha which led to the formation of
various sects. These sectarian differen-

ces greatly affected the unity and the

strength of the Sangha.

The foreign invasions had much

to db with the disappearbnce of Bud-
dhisrn from India. The Muslim inva-
ders especially played havoc with
Buddhism, razingtemples and monas-

teries to the ground. Such Buddhist

tt

Universities as Taxila, Nalanda, Vikra-
mashila, Odantapuri Jagaddala, VaIa-
bhi and Dhanyakataka, alodg with
their invaluable libraries were set on
fire. Thousands of Bhikkhus were put
to the sword. Those who escaped from
the massacre took shelter in the neigh-
bouring Buddhist countries. In the
absense of Bhikkhus there was nobody
to teach the Dhamma, so in the course

of time the poople forgot all about the
Buddha and Buddhism,
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