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Why Buddhism Disappeared from India ?

By Ven'ble Dr. Saddhatissa, M. A. Ph. D.

India is the birth-place of Bud-
dhism and yet Buddhism disappeared
from its birth-place as rapidly as it
spread there This became a matter of
great surprise to many but when we
study this problem in the light of his-
tory it will be clear that there is
nothing surprising in it The Writer of
this article proposes to take into consi-
deration some of the causes that led to
the downfall of Buddhism in India.

Both in the beginning and in the
day of its glory, Buddhism received
great support from the Buddhist ru-
lers. But later on, as the Hindu rulers
come to power, that support to Bud-
dhism was lost " The following may be
mentioned as the most important
amony the Buddhist rulers of India.
Ashok (273. 202 B.C ) Kanishka
(120-162 A.C. , Harsha ( 604-647.
A.C.) and the Pala Kings ( 750-950
A C.) Though they followed a very

liberal religious policy towards all, they

did not fail in their duty to give spe-
cial support to Buddhism. During
those periods Buddhism had become
almost the state religion of the coun-
try. But when the Hindu rulers came
to power, at the instance of the Brah-
mins who were their counsellors, most
of them followed and altogether diffe-
rent policy towards Buddhism. Some
of the Hindu rulers left no stone
unturned in resuseitating Brahminism.
King Brihadratha, the last ruler of the
Maurya dynasty, was assassinated by
Pushyamitra, one of his own ministers
who belonged to the Brahmin caste.
He founded the sunga dynasty whose
rulers did everything possible to revive
Brahminism It may be also mentioned
here that later on certain jealous
Brahmins made an attempt on the life
of Emperor Harsha also but thay were
not successful in that.

Itis said that the Gupta Kings
( 320-480 A. C.) followed a liberal
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religious policy, but even they gave
their full support to shaiva and vaish-
nava cults. During that period, Brah-
mins made use of the -incarnation
( Avatara ) ‘theory to mislead the po-
pular mind’. They said “Buddha is the
ninth incarnation of vishnu. He appea-
red on earth in that form to preach
the message of ‘Ahimsa’. Therefore to
worship vishou is to worship the Bud-
dha,”

Various methods were adopted
for the suppression of Buddhism and
the propagation of Brahminism. Under
the patronage of Hindu kings Brahmi-
nism ‘accupied the position of state
religion Such books as Manusmriti
and Mahabharata were compiled du-
ring this period The teachings of the
Brahminical religious scriptures were
spread ‘among the people This is the
“reason why the Gupta period is regar-
ded as the golden period of Sanskrit
litrature. Aswamedhe and other such
animal sacrifices came into being once
again, Great upholders of Brahminism
such as Sankaracharya and Kumar-
ailabnatta attacked Budlhism and
propagated Brahminism. They incor-
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porated many good things from Bud-
dhism in their books and spoke ill of
the same. Thus everything possible was
done to discredit Buddhism.

From the very beginning Bud-
dhism was not in agreement with such
dogmas as belief in a creator (Tsvara)
and a permanent soul (Atman). Those
who had these beliefs in common for-
med a united front against Buddhism
and made it quite easy to spread these
beliefs among the common people.

With the passing of time the
bhikkhus also fell from their spirutual
position. Gradually they began to lose
sight of the life of simplicity and self-
culture. The great endowments made
by pious Buddhists for the support of
the sangha became a source of weak-
ness.

As recorded in the Mahavansa,
(Chapter V vv. 228-30), same heriti-
cal Brahmins entered the Buddhist
order in the guise of Bhikkus and
worked subversively for the downfall
of the sanvha This was also one of
the main reasons that led to the hol-
ding of the Third Council in the
Time of Asoka
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~ A few hundred years after the
Mahapari Nibbana to the Lord Bud-
dha _diﬂ'erenccs of opinion arose in the
Sangha which led to the formation of
various sects. These sectarian differen-
ces greatly affected the unity and the
strength of the Sangha.

The foreign iﬁyésions had much
to do with the disappearance of Bud-
dhism from India, The Muslim inva-
ders especially played havoc with
Buddhism, razing temples and monas-
teries to the ground. Such Buddhist
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Universities as Taxila, Nalanda, Vikra-
mashila, Odantapuri Jagaddala, Vala-
bhi and Dhanyakataka, along with
their invaluable libraries were set on
fire. Thousands of Bhikkhus were put
to the sword. Those who escaped from
the massacre took shelter in the neigh-
bouring Buddhist countries. In the
absense of Bhikkhus there was nobody
to teach the Dhamma, so in the course
of time the people forgot all about the
Buddha and Buddhism,

—%—

FHTER
yraEEel a1g ggqia fagr famiw

qrz Sty W@ snAeEgdar arh 99|
ara1 qirg ge7 qfa eqgaman ani fag gg e
a9y WeaT wwar faar a9 @ §9 @i fzd gag0
Yo HAW FY H (WA INGF  AFAT quFd
=721 &g qrarn fafag qmradr ad—

sgatEifa auigs Y-
gt wirar q01-
aifa ore ifasse qei1-
guial fasasaifa Yol-
arfaswa Y-
srena fafemasne Q-
fasft sE@gs qo1-
Lol Q-
sqifasrsit, aediatar Y=
dEHRY TFEARAAT Y-

femraitar sgnasaer Y-
Aifgwrar ggaenfy Y-
HIGATTAT s IARTAT P
arfamar seawaar Y-
AAFIAT FFrAFIAL ®1-
agH T WEifger Y=
ALHIFATL Y-
ATAAT TEHT, Sl Y-
THAMAT FEEFTAT Y=
graraferr gizar 31—
|qATqTEST 5T g0 Yol-
gHagIgT Ffgdy -
AT AAGST -
FOIAN A JTATY §lye
A, qwar freaa Yol-



qAT™EN

HATHAT
wasy FAAIAT WA QAT I T,
gar =47 Fagr PFD g7 grarage) feaa
‘GEr S QAT A | AT T GF A AT
et fad wgd, T NAE, AF: T IF: G |

ITEAF-FAA

gz qat faor fag smarwe wereafad
grew fad fagfafs @ sarsfafag FJeaar AT,
<t arr fasaa —ggan qred ANqH, FFIRH
A\ gy &9 =4 | Sargonar i faarar, AT
gmfs gmfasE =g g@ad, g Maad g @ |
o AT I T qEAl A AL SAHT AT
gar =/fa g | J9q AT q FAQAT FEAeH A
fax g5 @i: |\ A HEdr d &4 Fear 4 dwaar
A |

foretfafag sar @ Fdea @ qEEdT SEA
gFd awd 41 Ay ared dq #97 faey USRS
fafaq sard ad & ard 37 @ AW FAHY
gHAT Y § FIT, FRTAT, A= AAAFY, TEEdt
Sar AtATE A9 GIF @: | T FgAW T FAA
qr@d 2] § TEeA AT ga EF R qAF
JAM £AAT FHAA AT GATAL @S AT FAFAT |
ay aim7 gfg 4 an

geFida € faagar gar fasa@—aasar
grasad u efiwr sqEEn 457 @d g | faw
sifed gorasfed Gl & AWY sar FAT LEAAT
za 1 oY g famft @qr ey Sa1 FMAT 9
grar fesfr ofed and @@ FT@ T@E1 WA

aray sat ara go 1 St arar faggfafr wa sgfa
AT 99 | §A STl FEd g1 qAHT ST GOl
T afg & | 4% diw aAFT an Far wAvgl
wg 1 gz qgedfafy oY ol 7 FAY T A7
aift g wmd adwgfa @dl, gead aw @
g |

ot fFaadd  gawe srawag fag] e
ageafat wim w1 fasa o afEmor @ fEar
fagy epasid g Rwar A gat fasaig—sNad
aidd FEIET d%a og=r T g Fa7 fasany g
gar @ §ug aeg g—am, fyaaaa, ad=at 1
guiAar | @, AEF @ W, SUFR AT,
FuWTT @AY 27 CAqT gg e ar safaa Ay
sagt sitaq a%a sa1 gan fasam |

ard ferar faeg geete wgreafad sgarean
g sfawmar ara_ ard a1 fasa@

T

Mg fagR gar afsg 4% qEan @
fagfod ad 3oy arar fasarg qar= g1 ax g
ao wgifagrz, =it gawa fagr, weafeg fagra,
7 afsgds 3qar a GHWAT T AT § |

fag Tareeq waa fosaE

Mot wEIfagIid, 9% WK qo3e GJ TR
saReft Sad waw wrg 9@ fagrd @ &
WFAAT T @AY AT G JA

I aurdlg fwe g wgrafaT d
qgMa 9T ' JA N



A

fFaeg qend - ata @ifze erar a3ad aas
38 o7 & Aftar Jar 2 fasnrg & 799 T
g aai fasTig )

ey gasd—Afrar a1 % gaar T A
a%T1 g8 gar fava & sargar fasTig o

off Mwawd qen=d § —fagd carwer
I IR GATAA AATT AN TEET F TGy
fages Far anirg g=q faardry gaig aagar g
fasara o

oft Zeuved gAtaY TATe T a1 waT Fawio
AT Y A1 e &b Ay amifaer o

ot UIHF ST G AT T197 ATAIfE

faget wgrafoam

Pt grage fagrg fagy Fdsead g
afeg d% wgraferor @15 7 99 AwAr 7 qurAR
g

Wiz (sRqr) sty ey

T 9§ WX Relo WM smAFA Tar
wfeg dte fnerr qeardt qqaw fomy suad fioy
wfagg wgemfaon  aafaaa ad)fy otz
8T MeS WFTH A

sadftet gt faar cqmmama 9 1 @
faat gqafa &g weaaq destar seaar grmgdy
gamfiwt g% Medtar afvaa faar, 13 a4 sergq
g qfNH g AAAY C-I%W %4 fafr wimag_gat
AT | A7 T FI1 |]FAT| FAG AT §F @Y say
=fad arr saag @y g, gw fAges e
fages faar g amEr s3ar gat fosarg )
Wy faqaad wmgd at oy o §

QY

emar foware & Ay gar ateng gavy gmE taar
fasmr ‘

FATAT AAEFA A 62 o7 ALY Fantor gy
Ay 31 vaqeTs afatifa 7 ag faar g
At FATAET saifar g7 & sggar faa

M AT ToAAE IR &% g7
qATAT ATA YA FAT F: 1 o A B IF AT
At &y 97 w9 awfey fgaar anit 43 97 @:
3% aFfad o3 smagdiam g aradmr
anegra AT fasmg ) @+ faar ¥, o, g@ior g
AraEs @4 garEfes gar afe wwa saa g
Roool- 7 |

fagr spaed sxmagdiar afcay fqar—atg

forear 9= & wqaF  AgoT o1 TART I AT
3 EqTAFEAT A9 7 &@: ga1 fasamE |

dtex fosar aa & =guar ar af fyar
w3, & ga1 & @uAr 7 ataar g aad fag afag

T am, & gfeT AR T TR Fdeg qrer
i g ateg faer @ aar fasarg

wWilg waqt % wg arar 3 atr snfy
mefad wfagar &g foamr ard =% sey o
FRYAT Jed1g a3 Y @ A =441 g fawarg |

guafy e fay afress ageafa
Faara, &t fagic qaEy sfrerman @ saar
dify fagtar saeqar woeaeq swafy fagre
enaat 1 & w9 amr fasaw o am fag
FANTAT qAE  AALE qW T gvar § @ uar
fasaa 1

saaifs fagre & alg steama sy aftare

Frear ava=aY (9%g) wivar aar saens qar a4
AT G, FAAT AT LT FMAR G |



AT T WFT RBA

"R |
g @ifgas YT @ITE
stz fagm amam fag sgamega fafes swEfe afq (Fwr)
qifgeraie @iwgw d@@faa a1 AFfEa AT qur rRa '
qEF MGH Al WEHT-

(%) gaamﬁa' HIETO1—3d TqAT FFH! FIAFT T-FeA! Tg0-F0ags
ggwal 18 gAE aaf W WA T A T
afteagedn 7 TN GARA T FAWY WA
FUEEH! QA AAATHIE] ATUEERT AT
FEA WY WA TULE T NG |

¥oo WAl &G JEEHN ¥ 9[- WA |
(R) FEFHTA TTENGE —aq weaar qgeed HIAY F-HEAT LBTA-NGAT
aun fafsz qu awge gifaw 79 @3 @A
WA FUETH SqAA  IFIANEE TG |
gra TEEA NEAEAN FAT FIEE, Tgedt-
gEN A TA1 G M, FWA &@¥ a7 9
s aFasg) afea FaTged 3 iigst g
Yoo WET AN JEEHN &, &= AIA |
(2) FEFAA AALER—aw F9qT g&-a7at - igER! |fex
FAESH! A FEF@H qAG T feregat-
gewl MoaaAnt Tl afergw g1 US-
Afawr @A @aaww  awilas  saawt
st FAEE TMLAEHT G |
goo WA 43T SBH ¥ o WIH |
Y gEawgE qEN 3NAL

strRragEl, Tauey Wi fagi, Stenrst
LAY, qATT waEiia fagre, semst
Wth JEaF WOITY, LT SRt R JEIT WITIT, WISHIS

WAEATE (R AEWIN, SHInE— AFEFET g al, TGEY, HSAINE , A |
g% — AU T E, §/43% YA, FEAET | (WA 190%R)



