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“Why Wake Up” ?

—By Rev. Khanti Pala

( Continued from last issue )

~ Just as when we are on a journey
where only one road will take us to
our goal, it is even the same with a
spiritual journey. If one wishes to
attain to that state famed by the Bud-
dha,f_ then one must go along the
correct road and go according to the
direction given. It is useless on any
journey to mix up the roads for by so
doing one gets no where.
~_ Therefore the Dharma of Su-
preme Enlightenment should not be
mixed up with anything else. It should
not f_'br instance be mixed with Hin-
duism. If the latter is mingled with
Sadd}iarma then this, the pure teach-
ings of the Buddha become impure
and the directions along the Way be-
come confused.

Pure teachings of the Buddha
are to be found in all schools of Bud-
dhism which give clear instructions
and Practical methods on how to
attain Enlightenment (as in Theravada
Mahayana, Vajrayana) Mixture of
these teachings with others not devi-

ving from the Buddha’s Supreme En«
lightenment only confused the Way.

Should not Buddhists WAKE"
UP for this ?

7. Now that all Dharmas may
be preached in Nepal, many Cristian
missionaries have came. They give
medicines in hospitals and education
in schools—which is very good but
they also expect to gain in return, con=
verts to Christinity. They do not give:
without thought of return as Fastern
religions each that Dana should be
given, :
Again they may offer material
advantages of one would become a
christian—free medicines, a free schole .
arship etc,

Or they may say for a sleeping
Buddhist, “Why are you a Buddhist?”
If he does not know any good answer
to this question then they may start
preaching christianity to him,

The danger is ‘not so much in
Christs original teachings but in the:
Quarrelsome and exclusive churches
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who is spreading their own brands of
Christianity have always caused wars
and persecutions wherever they have
gone. Christianity is in fact a great
trouble-maker while the Buddhadhar-
ma has an unezualled history of har-
mo y, peaceand tolerance. Should not
Buddhists WAKE UP for this ?

8. ~ Two great forces besides
Christianity face all Buddhists Western
materialism, which teaches that as the
mind (citta) is completely dependent
upon material things, it is useless to
believe in any - Dharma especially one
like Buddhadharma which is essenti-
ally concerned with the mind; and
Communism with its teaching of, “Re-
ligion is the opium of the people ”

.. -Both these teachings are similiar
in one way they are boih believing in
the power of material things as against
that of the mind, and dissimilar in
another in that the first spreads by the
power of cap1tallsm and the second is
very willing to use violent means wars,
assessinations and viots to gain its
ends. )

Now it is usual'y recognised that
a person who is not greedy, not yet
quargelsome and above all intelligent,

shee wfw

is a valuable member of society. But a
persons character is dependant upon
the presence or absence of certain
mental factors (here, alobha, advesha,
Prajna), which are the result of the
conscious caltivation of the mind in a
wholesome (Kausalya) direction.
Does either kind of mate'i‘al is
in enconrage people to develop these
wholesome mental factors and try to
overcome their opposites (lobha, dves-
ha, moha) ? Capitalist materialism sets
out to make people want more and
more material things, whether they
need them or not (this is the encoura-
ging of lobha). Communism, which is
determined to rule the world, states
that any methods are justified in achie-f
ving this end, (this is the encouraging
of dvesha). Neither kind of materalist
teaching wants people to be so intelli-
gent that they see the falsuy of these
teachings, (this is the encouraging of
moha). Sy
But Buddhadharma wants ever-
yone to rid themselves of lobha,
dvesha and moha which cause all our
troubles, '
Should not Buddhists WAKE UP.
for this ? ( to be continued )
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