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Buddha is not an incarnation of god.

The Buddha never claimed that
he was a son of god or a messenger of
god.

The Buddha is not an incarna-
tion of any god who appears in this
world. Nor is he an incarnation of a
previous ‘Buddha. Many Buddhists
scem to have the mistaken view that
the same Buddha appears in this world
from time to time. Actua]ly, different
person become Buddha in this world.
Anyone can become one of these
Buddhas; but first he must develop
and possess the necessary qualification
and attributes, These qualifications and
attributes take many, many life, cycles
to perfect.

Some arthodox people in India
absorbed the Buddha and his teachings
into their faith by claiming that the
Buddha was an incarnation of their
god. Although Buddhists believe that

—by Ven. K. Dhammananda
Malayasia

the Buddha was in one of the heavens
in his previous birth, they do not
claim that he came down to this
world as a represantative of any god.
Even today, certain religionists
are trying to absotb the Buddha into
their fold by claiming that the Buddha
himself had predicated that another
Buddha would appear in this world
500 years after his death and this latest
Buddha will become even more popu-
lar. They named another religious
teacher who lived 600 years after Gau- .
tam the Buddha as the latest Buddha.
Thus they advise the people to give up
their old Buddha and to follow this
new Buddha, However, we must be
grateful to them for giving the same
status to the Buddha as to their reli-
gious teacher., But we feel that this is
probably another attempt to absorb Bu-
ddhism into another faith. Those who
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try to introduce this ‘so-alled new.
Buddha as the enlightened one must
realise whether this new Buddha also
has the same characteristics as Gau-
tama the Buddha. ‘Certainly there are
different views regardin g the teachings
of these two religious teachers. There

is no doubt that the Buddha had men-
tioned that there will be another Bud-
dha who will'appear in this world, but
it is very cleary recorded that this
future Buddha will appear only in
India at some incalculable period ( in
terms of years ) in the future,
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