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Bodhisattas

—by Ven. K. Dhammananda, Mahasthavir

Bodhisattas are those who are in
the process of selftraining in order to
attain Supreme Enlightenment.

Theravada Buddhists
agree with those who believe that

do not

everyone must become a Buddha in
order to attain Nibbana. In the Maha-
yana school of thought. certain names
of Buddhas are mentioned that are
certainly not historical Buddhas. Since
they are not historical Buddhas., The-
ravadians do not pay much attention
to them Nor do they pray to Bodhi-
sattas in order to gain their salvation.
They do not believe that Bodhisattas
have the power to save others. Bodhi-
sattas are those who try to attain Bud-
dhahood through their self-purifica-
tion. Unless Bodhisattas abtain their
enlightenment, they cannot show the
real path for the salvation of others.
The notion that ceriain Bodhisattas
are waiting in Sukhawati (Pure abode)
without attaining Nibbana in order to
help all those who pary to them, is a
notion that is foreign to the funda-
mental teachings of the Buddha. The-

ravada Buddhists do not agree with
those who believe that certain Buddhas
and Bodhisattas voluntarily remain in
Sukhawati (Pure abode) without attai-
ping Nibbana until every living being,
finds his salvation. When they talk
about every leving being, they might
have thought only of the living beings
on this particular planet; but they have
not realised that there are numerous
planets where according to the Buddha,
there are other living being attains
Nibbana (Nirwana) The task is clearly
impossible for as long as being are
enslaved by ignorance and selfish desire,
there can be no end to the cycle of
beings.

A Bodhisattas need not neces-
sarily be a Buddhist. We may find
ever-loving Boddhisattas among Bud-
dhist to-day, though they may be
unaware of their lofty aspirations, and

Bodhisattas may also be among other
religionists as well.

This issue of the Bodhisattas
accounts for the main difference bet-
ween the Theravada and Mahayana
schools. &
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Sayings of the Buddha

The Highest Gift
The gift of Truth excels all other
gifts.
How To See The Buddha
One who sees my teaehings sees
me.
How To Serve The Buddha
One who serves the sick serves
me.
Accept Truth
If you find Truth in other reli-
gions you are at liberty to accept
that truth.
Don’t Accept Anything Blindly
One should not accept anything
with mere faith; but one should

use one’s sense and

common
intelligence before accepting any-
thing.
The Ancient Law

In this world hatreds are never
appeased by hatreds. They are
appeased by love alone. This is
the ancient law.

Don’t Go To Extremes
Practise the Middle Path without
going to extremes in every aspect
of your life,

8.

10.

11.

12,

13,

14,

Loving-Kindness
Radiate your loving-kindness to
every living-being without any
discrimination.
How To Protect Yourself
He who leads a righteous way of
life, will find that noble virtue
itself to protect and guide him.
Don’t Worfy
When your physical body is sick
don’t allow your mind also to be
sick.
Réturn Good For Evil

You maust learn how to return
good for evil.

Highest Virtues
Tolerance, patience and unders-

tanding are the highest virtues
every man should develop.

Reap What You Sow

We are the results of what we
were and we will be the results of
what we are.

Blessed People

Blessed are they who earn their ;
living without hurting others,
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