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(Gontinued from:Vol. 1-0, No. 11)

Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism

In the 3rd Century B. C. during
the time of Emperor Asoka, the Third
Council was held to discuss differences
of opinion among the Bhikhus' of
different sects. At this Council the
differences were not confined the
Dhamma At the end of this Council,
the president of the Council, Moggali-
putta Tissa, compiled a book called
the Kathavatthu refuting the heretical,
false views and theories held by some
sects. The teaching approved and
accepted by this Council was known
at theravada The Abhidhamma Pitaka
was included at this Council,

After the third Council, Asoka’s
son, Ven Mahinda, brought the Tripi-
taka to Sri Lanka, along with the
commentaries that were recited at the
Third Council. The text brought to
Sri Lanka were preserved until today
without losing a page The texts were
written in Pali which was based on the
Magadhi Language spoken by the

(1)
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Buddha. There was knothing known
as Mahayana at that time.

Between the 1st Century B C.to
the 1st Century A. C., the two terms
Mahayana and Hinayana appeared in
Saddharma Pundarika Sutra of the
Lotus of the Good Law.

About the 2nd Century A. C. the
Mahayana became clearly defined.
Nagarjuna developed the Mahayana
Philosophy of Sunyata and proved
that everything is void ina small text

called Madhyamika-karika About the

4th Century, there were Asanga and
Vasubandhu who wrote €normous
amount of works on Mahayana. After
the first Century A.C, the Mahaya-
nists took a definite stand and only
then the terms Mahayana and Hina-
yana were introduced.

We must not confuse Hinayana
with Theravada because the terms aré
not synonymous. Theravada Buddhism
went to Srl Lanka during the third
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Century B. C. when there was no
Mahayana at all. Hinayana sects deve-
loped in India and had an existence
independent from the form of Bud-
dhism existing in Sri Laoka. Today
there is no Hinayana sect in existence
anywhere in the world. Therefore, in
1959 the World Fellowship of Bud-
dhists inaugurated in Colombo unani-
mously dicided that the term Hinayana
should be dropped when reffering to
Buddhism existing today in Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Burma, Combodia, Laos,
_ etc. This is the brief history of Thera-
vada, Mahayana and Hinayana.

Now, what is the difference bet-
ween Mahayana and Teravada ?

I bhave studied Mahayana for
many years and the more I study it,
the more I find there is hardly any
difference between Theravada and
Mahayana with regard to the funda-
mental teachings. :

1. Both accept Sakyamuni Buddha as
the Teacher.

2. The four Noble Truths are exactly
the same in both schools.

3. The Eightfold path is exactly the
same in both schools,

araeaygfa

4. The pattica-samuppada or the
Dependent Origination is the same
in both schools.

5. Both reject the idea of a supreme
being who created and governed
this world.

6. Both accept anicca, Dukkha,
Anatta and Sila, Samadhi, panna
without any diffc rence.

There are the most important
teachings of the Buddha and they are
all accepted by both schools without
question.

There are also some points where
they differ. An obvious one is the
Bodhisattva ideal Many people say
that Mahayana is for the Bodhisattva-
hood which leads to Buddhahood
while Theravada is for Arhatship,
I must point out that the Buddha was
also an Arhat. Pacceka Buddha is also
an Arhat. A disciple can also be an
Arhat 1he Mahayana Texts never use
the term Arhat-yana, Arhat vehicle.
They used three terms : Bodhisattwa-
yana, pratcka-Buddhayana, and Sra-
vakayana. In the Theravada tradition
these three are called Bodhis.

tw)



Some people imagine that Thera-
vada is selfish because it teaches that
the pecple should seek their own
salvation '‘ut how can a selfish person
gain Enl ghtenment ? Both schools
accept the Bodhisatwa ideals as the
highest. The Mahayana has created
many mystical Bodhisattwas while the
Theravada Considess a Bodhisttwa as
a man amongst us who devotes his
entire life for the attainment of peifec-
tion, ultimately becoming a fully
Enlightened Buddha for the welfare of
the world, for the happiness of the
world.

There are three types of Buddha-
hood : the Samma Sambuddha who
gains full Enlightenment by his own
effort. the pacceka Buddha who has
lesser qualities than the Samma Sam-
buddha, and the Svaka Buddha who
is an Arhant disciple. The attainment
of Nibbana between the three types of
Buddhahood is exactly the same. The
only difference is the Samma Sambud-
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dha has many more quallities and
capacities than the other two.

Some people think that the void-
ness or Sunyata discussed by Nagar-
jﬁna is purely a Mahayana teaching.
It is based on the idea of Anatta or
non-self, on the paticca-samuppada
or the Dependent Origination, found
in the original Theravada pali texts.
Once Ananda asked the Buddha,
«Peoole say the word Sunya. That is
Sunya ?° The Buddha replied,
«Apanda, there is no self, nor anything
pertaining to self in this world. There-
fore, the world is empty.” This idea
was taken by Nagarjuna when he
wrote his remarkable book, Madhya-
mika Karika® Bisides the idea of
Sunyata is the concept of the store-
consciousness in Mahaya Buddhism
which has its seed in the Theravada
texts. The Mahayanists have developed
it into a deep psychology and philo-
sophy.
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