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fE;d, ar q'lf'a fae\ q\<1 qa oier garql Q

rrrrEr1 *i qrs qal ga cqqla ltwr q1iu6t

flgr gs clrq\ qi fe?q1 | ea'l qqTsi ?rtlg t

EPacra'l 
qq r q} git 6tq tit sdl6s st qd I

c'itnq?e er6t ri d ssil qfa gE ! t
qrrflT ! cee qq] t .tlatrll gtrsltlt erfat e6r{l'

cr .f*rt6r EgEt$q] r ao6i rr{ ar5il ce fi g.€il

qfa €t crql t ql idt tqsqr€ aqt aFqJ t o.61il

sril sidcr gu teqt q$g ( tql *a'l nfa qaut

qfr < gE aiq scat€ feqJ r tafil ett gu ttt
qet fea'l qt t

eiil gu carg etq eaol ga qsal 6qql

eqrd r qq cf.tq't ar cfu1ct ga ErTaI tqd q t

GR ss'Fitqr eeqrq oddt cRmql at ci*cl

ga Er€il eqr* fsql r q] ltc eactt qqtq arql

r qritr{ a}i art ! fadtsr{ a1 3a met faq't ?

m gfr git ar&il sral er nl ge tar$ gs&

EE+f El t etil q'ld-us] cg faq\ g€ rqi

EEEe ? <rilt c?ql o6i fqqcs'l rlagfa

ggEq r q'l idt qs$ qfa ea"l ga nT ar1 i 61

cfi are ct eleefq siqat arir{{ qrasrt t

al w6sl efi qrilqr€ rrut {t r eqsqlg egi

ga wr<r1t) ci{at {t st}t ga qqral*} faa

tae q<tl rlv 5t w) < ia6i saiIEF lfa 6i
qql qstt i 5a{r1 cslr cq} r *

t,,
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qg - (go ) mr<+, fq;6, {€qr I qfqr - Si sqq aqrtr} I
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qq5'q - fqtil r arlqqqrteo - rqq ii sqq qfqti r
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q€ - (a) wr, fEI, ttqt] gri wa) qtaa - i6)u, se, fa;6 arrqtl r
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qSE - €rilqI crvt 1tr I qiqrr - (eft ) gur rr{, arttr r

erHirr - (*il) 
"16, 

*Q-ei I q=q;d - rlur arlaqs), surilN, rresia,

eISq€ES - tritrt} ga wa) aq'l qlq r fq(iilq I
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ugtaser - iritrt] fEfqe ut {{t gu- qcqrfq6 - (q) a?€ a{ qi alq r

tgq s€ r qtirt(El - qfo slqe t

qSR - mlqm, qls r qfiq - ({ft) qrflm'f caIQrI, ttr, vltu t

agteu - (g') ga r qfiaa - gfua, €rurfad t

qsiug - €ril +rar Egr+) gdt alur I sr€1Tlil - aTtlf;d dqr r

agrruy - qrfi flfq qrtq q'tio] qlg I qrlu6 - attqid soot, fq* rrdf t

arqgeT - qlor, (,fgtq) q€1d - rqtt], fqqtq r

qflSt - qrrrqr EtGq+] I q;qJqm - qtqfqm qq t

o<gFotole+ - qJqr* q]=E I q€q(tql - qi qqql r

aegteuo-ql?ilr Br=?fo-(ula*a+q+) atiq al![r

aegtagqr - ars't] {iT srun ttqet} alft arug, (ataaui) gur rr{ t
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fi% - ${st, cqEq, ff€ I

ffief6 - ittg, qfqq€g, irrc q{ I

qrqrrft - a ewqt'|, fafq t

qretr - (eft) crcqqt, gifl e1e} q qtdt

qlql qtdl qral qlalqrt

qg glrr 686{ qqtrdEt fawi
qr6E I

qrqfqa - (a't qtxi, qq'q, sf6il 83,
atqEq I

attElrE;T - i q ) qE?, gql urtBil, tsttEl t

arealffIl - (e{l) ererrr[, gErIiIg I

qfbq - qiql r

qfEE - (q--efcr'tqfla) lui r

qftqcq - (g" fao ) aertmrc ui I

qfiq;eFil - eetffittt rrdt fqqtJ, q.ldl n{
q,iqF€e uft fug t

qfiex - q]{t fqqm"l, q*qf(a t

qrBas - qita qqEt, flea qqqi t

qrlea - (q) e1{t fuqt) t

q.Bfe - (rlttrolaar) trka), asa q=qJ t

q+rr - qtxzf, qtxr{qat t
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qd qfr t&H
qga fiqiqqff q$Erril a1rQte

rfqrtt qer] f,lq1fecvoft qrf cuti qqqt

EFcql t guttEf q fqqxatcr i e'qt] eqra

q{ qr+fqa Ersq} +*m} mqq'ltt qfqra

teilqrq rrFa6esa) sqtJ qtfqt aTqtqt

rqqiil 6'lor r

qmfl<a qssirl +dsrtl* etqtqti
*orqr ceqt{r e'}e1 eteertil eqt qrqt'

€silr€ u[46&q, 'sum] sqqt qrflqo

rqqltt q QJilr' t ssm) q) et{t *ter{
qaqtol fcqq r cqtq qri6e qrqt er

ar{Ta{q6 qst* stte elaa g't I oFqt a

6[r;rlgt{t Qltct uk6ro} qea} qqsd
qrrsql t

(('')

qtflaa eut ttfrtr<<r ifi{ite
qria eBa] uqtrrt qfq qqtqq ailqg q

qfs{qr Srqr 5tq r qqt tfa6rea},

'f6fte c qrtm] qlie r) arrq< qrqql' r

eqt fiE[Iq{ q;q}--'* Tf qtflil eBe,

iei arqt q*J qGa qser qf? <tq q*tJ

6a t' a'l gf,t us& ut, 'at6*) eta faeqr

qq? qtq ftqg Uql 3{T €lq;T, qtqnl

qre6i tdt sl6t fltr rr,leei t qs6J

qtet] gur Qi €]Eq t' s&qm 6it r eu*'
,A] EI' qrc] r cqufeqtfq sst m*ml

flq;qr qqt {E* qIf,T qlfufqq} t qre* qfa

t+qrf(t] q6Erqa qlfsf(( r tuu) ga

qTgi[ I ilFo rtqq qql r
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tNqFI su$d i $il

ut fe l:g gili1 griFaar dsnq
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acr I { EI{il: eE;rT Er:U er{ fq+r: atq,
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q'lea qq I 1a rril tg, gt qrdl ef,t t

eqtdt sqa {: t"

Fe q{ qa g'{l: alsll rrilgat t

qa qflea rrIoa, Eqrqd t,t eqr t *sq r
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aqr q:fq feAi rc r qlr€r q:fqfa qrqt

wq eE({ ttl€{ sqll Eta{ sa { rumaom
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q€fl gq I {aI I qFE{ | ga
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eat fEq r qil t)urq gqi QIst I QEm:
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TEFI qriT I <ttfl qtq6[ rrur rqrfailtq

mtnq[u
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Fi[4r r gafit t crFEt il:EaT:g rttt B(?[I:

ei =qtqi;qn , E ;i ug g' t ng g'g'
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€rIIII Etfi r sil tq sqrat fqqr r q:a {r€
FaTtr rftaqa, utorrl'gfa sTa gq I

rrwS+gflo qfast fqa: 6d s €tTI taq t

t6. +qt: ;t-ql;il, "{w r6tfa6l(q q;I rrl?,

s;t €rFT, Eq E{+ qltf a6't qI {Tstr{IFf

gqr€i6 ar: Qrq qqa IIEIGI flI: QIE

qqil I'
sTqrqla g$g6 act leo, "qqi6t

gt alartaur floc6 q lusa qgqq s,tf, 3i I

qq$ds B"' fsta*a*etal d t g, qlqq
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fqu r

qrtardf rur f$r, r,;fg(rilT 
Sr;

HGilq qrx6:rrT €T€€ are f, g r,,
gotura gqrqfi {T:U gq: aruvr:g d

IEI{T;TI! rqqrq$ lrErrTIiI *t aurg eq5-
qq{ rur: Q q{S qE q' FEr{lar: g:ril
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qfqtt gqrqd aqr fsaqru, ,,Br{et
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C-r!

1q 16S Eqrot €?ril 6mt: qtafqr? eflg$
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qril qrili u$ qrul cqrq erci galar:
{n rrfr qr* q t dg EUdt r

a#{i{ ze damq ;si tq aig ! -
_rt

ctqSg1t.J

"qql(rst, fq qr: {Tsrqqr.rTrq qq3 ! ;n1EI efnarcq gq l" eq d
$rrrErT{ ga' rqrvt rflwe*g fqcqr:qil galm rrERrqqTiT *flesqTg q; 

1

{qfs qr{ tat,g $rxTT xrTtfi'qr =atg sg r

a,t dq rTrq qrcil sdl qE, t* t st rrE qfiffi set r

Itr]

-ga

urweqfe



- Tlffirtliil ![IHq

Tr{qgr rflirars
'qv'
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fqe qr:rE {t. tit. gucfT e: r

xrTrar1 ga qrq1€t fesqt:qaq t t
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faErqq qa r
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ai =aq{aq gura:ut q' d cg, ai tq:dtq
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ala gua:U g affT: qt{ €aql focumtg ?

qta;egftql EilItrt fq tq:g qet
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(Gontinuod fromSVol. 10, No' l1)

Theravada and Mahayana Buddhisrn ,r'

Ven. Dr' IValPola Rahula

Buddha. Thcre wJs koothing known

as MahaYana at that timc'

Between the lst CenturY B' C' to

the lst CenturY A. C', the two tcrms

Mahayana and Hinayaoa appeared in

Saddharma Pundarika Sutra of the

Lotus of the Good Law.

About thc 2nd CcnturY A' C' the

Mahayana beoame clearlY dcflned'

Nagarjuna devcloPed the MahaYana

Philosophy of SunYata and Proved

that everything is void in a small text

calted Madhyamika-karika About tho

4th CcnturY, there were Asanga and

Vasubandhu who wrote enor[oous

amount of works oo MahaYaoa' After

the fust Cctrtury A C, the MahaYa'

nists took a defrnite stand and onlY

theo the tetms MahaYana and Hina'

yana wcrc introduced.

We must not oonfuse flinaYana

witb Theravada because the terms are

not syno oylnous. Theravada Buddhlsm

went to Srt Lanka duriug the third

-l

In the 3rd Century B.C. during

the time of EmPeror Asoka, thc Third

Council was held to discuss differences

of opinion among the Bhikhus of

different sects. ,{t tbis Council the

differenceg were not confioed thc

Dhamma At the end of tlris Council,

the president of the Council, Moggali-

putt& Tissa, conopiled a book called

the Kathavattbu refuting the heretieal,

false views asd theories held by solrle

sects,. The teaching aPProved aud

accepted bY this Council was known

at theravada The A,bhidhamma Fitaka

was included et th(s Couucil,

Aftcr the third Council, Asska's

son, Ven Mahinda, brought the TriPi-

taka to Sri Lanka, along with tbe

cosmentaries that wero rccitcd at the

Third Cotlneil. The text brought'to

Sri Laoka were preserved until today

withoilt losing a page The texts were

written in Pali which was based ou tho

Magadhi Language sPoken bY thc

ttql
(r'Ixlqfr



eentury B. e. when .there was oo

Mahayana at all. Hinayana sqcts deve-

loped in India and had an existence

independeot from the form of Bud-

dhism existing in Sri Lauka. Today

there is no Hrnayana scct in existence

anywhere in the world. Therefore, in

1950 the World Fellowsbip of Bud-

dhists inaugurated in Colombo unani-

mously dicided thal the term Hinayana

should be dropped when reffering to

Buddhism existing today in Sri Lanka,

Thailand, Burma, Combodia, Laos,

etc. This is the bricl history of Thera-

vada, Mahayaoa and Hinayana.

Now, what is thc difference bet-

wecu Mahayana and Teravada ?

I have studied Mahayana for
many years and the more I study it,
the more t find there is hardly any

difference bctween Theravada and

Mahayana with regard to the funda-

mental teachings.

1. Both accept Sakyamuni Buddha as

the Tcacher.

2. The four Noble Truths are exactly

the same in both schools.

3. The Eightfold path is exactly the

.saEEG in both schools.

qm?q,Trq

4. The pAtJlca-samuppada or thc

Dependcnt Origination is the salno

io both schools.

5. Both reject the idea of a supreme

bciog who created and govcrned'

this world.

6. Both accept anicca, Dukkha,

Anatta and Sila, Samadhi, paonl

without any diff.rcnce.

There are the most imPorteot

teachings of thc Buddha aod thcy are

all accepted by both schools without
question.

There are also some poiuts whcrc

they diffcr. An obvious onc is the

Bodhisattva ideal Many peoplc say

that Mahayana is for tbe Bodhisattva.

hood which leads to Buddhahood

while Theravada is for ArhatshiP.

I must point out that the Buddha was

also an Arhat. Pacceka Buddha is alro

an Arhat. A disciple can aleo be an

Arhat I he Mahayana Texts nevcr use

the term Arhat-yana, Arhat vehicle.

They used threc terms : Bodhisattwa-

yana, prateka-Buddhayana, and Sra-

vakayana. In the Thcravada traditiou

these thrce are called Bodhis.

hs)



Somo PeoPle lmagine thatthefa'

vada is selfish because it teaches that

lhe people shoul.t seek their own

salvation liut how can a selfish person

gain Enl ghrcnmcnt ? Both schools

accept thc Bodhisatwa idea'ls as the

highest. I be MahaYana has created

many mystical Bodhisattwas while the

Theravada Considels a Botlhisttwa as

I man amongsl us lrho dcvotcs his

ctrtirc lifc f,'r the attainment of perfec'

tion, ultim.rtelY becoming a fgllY

Enlightened Buddha for the welfare of

thc world, for the haPPiness of the

world.

There are thrce tYpes of Buddha'

hood : the Samma Sambuddha who

gains futl Entightenmcnt by his own

effcrrt. the Pacceka Buddha who has

lcsser qualities than lhe Samma Sam-

buddha, and the Svaka Buddha who

is an Arhant disciple' The attainment

of Nibbana betwecn the three types of

Buddhahood is exacgly the samc. The

only diffcrence is the Samroa Sambud'

dba has manY horc qualtitles and

capacities than the other two.

Some PeoPle think that the void'

ness or Sunyata discussed by Nagar'

juna is purely a Mahayana teaching'

It is based on the idca of Anatta or

non-setf, on the paticca-samuppada

or tbe Dependent Origination, found

in the original Theravada pali texts'

Once Ananda asked thc Buddha'

"Peoole say the word Sunya' Tbat is

Sunya ?" The Buddha rePlied,

ee 6ssnda, there is no self. nor anytbing

pertaioing to self iu this world' There'

fore, the world is empty'" This idea

was taken bY Nagarjuna when hc

wrotc his remarkable book, MadhYa'

mika Karika " Bisides thc id€a of

Sunyata is'the concept of the storc'

consciousness in MahaYa Buddhism

which has its seed in ths Th-eravada

texts. The Mahayaoists have developed

it into a deep psychology and philo'

sopbY.

'{,
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wttE, gqa q1e csscqr rxsqal qmts {lqq afiI$

qRqaqt irqlEqfl qtiltt w{q €r eata garcalft

nrwfcftg ef*aarq qg sg sarq fuq gualeeid

s{?{Iat a lRelm sfqa alfu<ea ststi EIiqaIq

atqi qral feeqta r eg gft fartur uqar fafea

Eq w'lwlt qtatlq q 5a: uIIilI: [aa: qfa eat

ddwqr fuq fera a fuqtl gaa'lu, grragfa,

gcru)e . t'ifacqlfaqr atti dq<tt, qEl(ifi, <ta?q,

gorer,ia, QR<tw, tmdlt, e?gqlql, eflqqecl,

?<fin, elqanmt mt{at'u, qc*iltlqq qta;u{,

aGqrls Aidt q qcarilsr sqtsldfi c: t
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q. arramqrrrr qrrr-R (gftaqlu)
u. fariaq;Ecr
s. qEq'qE (Fafraqfa)
e. ad q fEcq

I o. qrq'qEghqr (faalarlla)
{ t. qsrqfil q}oft (failaqfn)
t 1. qr6q{"

t i. clan6rfl
lY. ga{Tr{ril{r e[a6e
tr. gatrraf,t (qdlaqrn)
I q. $Er$rcEsrr$* (fadlaqfr)
Is. flqry;oqqrar (fedlarllr)
lB. w,irarg

ta.. qfiuq

icrrdtqr
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R. arqqq (qdraqfu)
t. 1nt-lera (laatuqfn)
Y. cl*Etittrr'(urrcr)
t. +sc.] gr nr+ 6i ?

q. gail€;rtt tie6lv qrry-t
s. seiEr{r *qfE(r
c. otr{q{fi{ iArqr

t. gawdla ErTErqr qrq-l
lr, gawcta fiI6lE $rrrr-R

tt. gatrdla siqur $rr.r-i

11. gatrelr u6r{rqs rrrr-l
t?. gamrdta rJ6eftqs qrrr-R

tY. gafirrla gq+u'|qe $rrq-i
l{. garte'}+ uf6er6s rrrq-!
t q. ga*tfta tfqalio qITr-R

le. ator dr6 i{Trr-l

lq. utot dr6 ITIII-R

te.. wto+ dr6 rlrq-i
io. iiltam Hutr $IlrI-Y

?t. garro"|a trqqf<qi{ crrr-l
RR. gaueftt rfli*wm6s rTrrr- I
il. ga+teta arqo qfra $rr{-l
ir. garldta gillq+r <ka wr- 1

Q{. gamra'la eglF<?a rrrrr-l
tq. ga+rdla iarqr
Ru. garro'ta flqcrq*qr

Rq. qrqrd qqq6'J erqtl
1t. keu qla
{o. iqrqsr tqqrE gau{m}

ilsoa elaqru
q t. tils.a *ur uf[e rTrqqE
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