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VAISHAKH FULLMOON DAY'S
GREETINGS

Thrice Sacred Commemoration
Day of Vaishakh Fullmoon Day is
celebrated in many ways. To some pe-
ople it will be another routine day; to
other it will be a day off from a werk-
a-day job; some people will make go-
od intentioned-resolutions; many will
use the day for cnnstructive measures
in their lives in the light of past, pre-
sent, and future. So for us Buddhists
all over, Vaishakh Fullmoon Day me-
ans a time to look backward, to look
forward, and to look upward and
inwerd as well.

Vaishakh Fullmoon Day first mea-
ns a day in which we Buddhists can
Jook backward over the past year and
take a spiritual inventory. Just as a
business needs an annual accounting,
so we will do well to do the same with

(R)

N. B. Bajracharya

Co-founder and Superintendent

Ananda Kuti Vidyapeeth,

Swayambhu, Kathmandu.
our lives. How have we faced in our
spiritual inventory this past year 7Are
we moving ahead in our grasp of Tru-
th? Have we more fully given of our-
selves and our time for the sake of
others thus crucifying more of our se-
Ifishness ? Do we better understand
what it means to love our neighbours
as ourselves? Have we been able to
Tive by the Golden Eightfold path
(Astangika Marga) preached by the
Lord Buddha? Have we been more
faithful in our Buddha Puja when we
pray saying, “By living in the practical
Buddhist way we worship the Buddha,
Dharma and Sangha (Imaya Dham-
manu dhamma patipattiya Buddhan
pujemi, Sanghan pujemi) ?

Gountless questions of this kind can

saata



cause us to take an inventory of our
spiritual progress the past year. Let us
remember we never stand still; either
we move forward or regress. Perhaps
we have let the attainment of worldly
goals block our spiritual progress. If
so, Vaishakh Fullmoon Day is an

excellent time to look back and see-

‘where we are today spiritually, com-
pared to where we were a year ago.
It is impertant to take a backward
look, for the Lord Buddha has said,

“He who fails to learn the lessons of
history is doemed to repeat them.”

Vaishakh Fullmoon Day also me-

this will slay all attempts at progress.
Thus we need honestly to set some
goals for ourselves for the year abead,
and then by the power of pratipatti
puja to the Lord Buddha, give ourse-.
lves to their attainment.

Vaishakh Fullmoon Day also
means an opportunity to look upward.
The door to the past is closed, what
future holds is veiled, but the upward
of the meaningful Pratipatti pujato-
the Lord Buddha, the Dhamma, and
the Sangha is always open to us. It
will help us to realise that the
THREE STEPPING STONES ( Shila,

ans a time for us Buddhists to look Samadhi, and Prajna) preached by the

forward. Itis yery difficult to go ahead
if we are always looking backward.

We must set our faces to the future.
In our day many of us face the future

with face and uncertainty. True, no
man can predict the course of future
events; no one know what turn world
affairs will take. But the future holds
the possibility of attainment of those
goals which have evaded us in the
past.

Indeed we cannot afford to be
foolishly optimistic as if there were
no problems to face ahead. But nei-
ther can we grossly pessimistic, for

EIEEE (K|

Lord Buddha are still available to
those who seck for the attainment of
deliverance from suffering. We must
learn to take refuge in the Buddha.
We must trust Him that He dees have
a4 message for the world today. We
admit that science and mathematics
are valuable tools in the struggle for
military supremacy. But the implem-
eats of war and destruction cannot
bring peace. And who knows how
long our weapons can hold even stal-
emate of co-existance with this mate-
rialistic worldly community.
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What use of Vaishkh Fullmoon
Day then shall we, Buddhists make ?
It can mean thus a.day to look back-
ward at our spiritual inventory; it can

mean a day to look forward to.the | ..
attainment of worthy goals; it can

mean a day to look upwardto the

power of the ENLIGHTENED ONE
who exhorts His fol_!pwers to -acpuire

self-reliance for deliverance from su-
ffering, which must .be wrought out
and fashioned upon the anvil of our
own actions. May we Buddhists by
His teaching of self-reliance held to
use it for the best.

May all living being be happy:
X
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Take off for the USA on
one of Thai’s magnificent 7475
from Bangkok to Seattle and
Dallas/Ft Worth every Wednes~
day, Friday, and Sunday.
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From Kathmandu Thai
now operates wide-body
A300's every Monday, Wednes-
day, Saturday & Sunday. -

4 b =
i G

B,

#

et
24

g. T 4. ¥[03E

merica 3 times a week.

For information and
reservations, telephone 13565,
14387, A2

13Y, AETE | WA . q§oU%




