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IS BI.'DDHISM OTHER I
WORLDLY ?

Buddhism aims at the spiritual
and material devetopmentlof man
in 'order to ensure his happlness
and well-being here and now
and in the succeeding lives, till
Nlbbana is final!y attained.

Despite thic there are eome who
ray that this great and lofty teaching
ls otherworldly ar lt dosc not concern
itself wirh the happiness and progress
of maa in his prercnt life.'this is a
grave misconcoption born of lgnorance
of the Dhamma or it may be a studied
attempt to misinterpret facts ln ord.er
to disparago this edifylng teaching.

It is a fact that Buddhlsm plaeer
groat valus in the moral and spiritual
aspect of life. This, however, iD no
way means that Buddha had ignored
the matterial progress of m*n. Budd-
higm fully recognizes that ntaterial
devclornent ls essential to man for
hie well-being and hrppiness and tho
doctrino cloarly offers him & plan
to this end. Any serious student of
tho Dharnma willreallzc that several
of the dircourres specifically show
the surest way to happiness and

Asanda Bhooml

O by P, M, Wi.lekoon

worldly progress. Peoplc ganerally
thlnk of the philosophic content of
the doctrino and thcreby tend to
overlook tho sections of the teaching
as it relates to man Bs an earthlY

living being.

Buddha, as is generally believed,
was not against the acquisition of
wealth. He was of course, cmphatic
that richcs should be gaincd by honcst
and fair meaos. I'n fact he has cle'
arly stated that a houscholder dcrivcs
a great doal of satisfaction in tho

enjoyment of wealth hc has carned
through righteour mcant. Honce in
ordcr to gain happlnoss in life, man
must work diligcntly snd make t
persistent effort in bctterlng hir ec'

onomic condition.

The Dhamma distinctlY mentlonr
that poverty is tho.causo of immoral-
ity and crimes such as theft, cruelty
and violence. The Buddha, thereforo
encouragcd people to engage themsel-
ves ln peaceful occuPations liko
agriculture, cattle'breeding, trado and

handicrafts. FIe. howevr, disapprovcd
of people engaging themselvec in
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ocrtain trades liko the roaring of cber!1h. 
'wilo' 

arld children' ' 
llve in

animrrs ror -*ffi,,;- li, *^rli ljlfu''"^.i:'*1;il;,"13131'T;llff
ioto*iruots, poisons and arma*ti:: i;** "td 

crafts.' tn"l^:Y
and trade in hurnan beings, r::"ii ffi[*"hilllil::1.::'ffi"::::
ffi{f:i;Xi#:*:":;:X J."fri,'; ;1F.;":-'*:l';,;' ;;j:';fffi =

T"t#Tlr:#rl!J':li{i:i!;i,*:t:r#nf :"tt:::::"
", 

**aiog it to satisrv onc's *t'":ti, ":''?t::--'!*ti 
:lTi,."r:Hjl:

*1ff 'fr 
"11,':','rl,1t:'ff"::li.,ij 

; co mprelcli"-u*ruer 
. 
t o ro*ow. rhe

grips the *i"0, ,"iiriuction becomcJ ordinarv "t;;;;l thet these rules

i,ot,,o*n, for' the T:'1 :il-s;:i Tr:X'l'il'l'I"01*ui"* i"a"v asthel

the greatr. b."omes his ronrioqjli T;J:;r-2roo v.u'* tlo-'.wheo tho

TlfuilH"ffir:*mr I'x r t* ?;; 1*1'I}*;l':'J;

'nf:^'"f;["il1J';Tru,l T::,**" 
werrnre' 

to this Sutra Tnn 
must

learnto give *"..r"Lrv,to theneedv Accordtn* ;; 'i'u" 1rlrt of kitling'

flllt]*,T.:'ffi ip"63l.i;':l'i**nf ',1'"r';:i3:,;::,

;;';o^r-*al development as Y"rtun* ,or-^ir'-i;r;; oi weaith and reducc

ni-";;l;he discouises of the Buddha ;;."-;i;;'Lost affi'rc1t 11 
penurv'

are rcpler. *iii;";;;;;; t" how a even the 
, 

^uJai.tion to intoxlcants'

man shourd 
'*,* ou' 'Tthjv"^.1':: llJ;:J[;-rh';;':" I unscemrv

Tl;' :i**:i*r' ffi :,i?i Y:i; ;':i 
" I *ll ff L'."T: 

""ri'r"srnr sranz" ul* ii ;"; fasiion their ainrnenr"'"i't"ii'i"*iat 
' 
0ne has to

i';i;trit$I h lxi1; **:14,r* :nft:ffi "+ffi:":'"**ffi :'ff ;
happy *tro rf**ir-i,ru, ennoblod anrl ^- ,l tt, golru cf fricn<ls' There

."iIi.a ":lil- ;xnl":t #':: fi t*::*i:: ;, ;H?ll"
T;lJ"""1iffir'-*iii-1t'e wise' this pav lip- 

his ptesence and utami tril
Sutra "*t""Tt'*;';" 

1t11 " virtu- him tn 
illto#"'ilo*gtn"iot friend

ous aad pure fife support nt'?-*." in his absence 'n: 
*: 

!
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rGrnnioi thc same in prospcrity as
woll as in adverslty and i; atways'
hclpful.
. It is the duty of parents to traln

thoir childrcn in some suitablc occup.
ation and exhort thom to leed purc
and virtuous lives, whilo at tbe pro-
per timo suitable marriagor should be- arranged for,them, Children also sh=,

ouid be givcn their inheritance with-
out unduo delay. Children in rurn
must support their parents and lcad
good lives without bringing any bt-
emish on the t'amily honour.

Teachors should disciplino their
pupils and ensuro that proper kno-
ryledge ls irnparted to them. Pupils
should respect thelr toachers and db
their studiea with diligenoe.

ThE :husband must respect hls
wi.fle . and. treat her with kindness
and courtesy" Hc must.remain fait-
ful to her and provide her with
clothes, jewellery and other adorn-
rnents She must bo glven tho resp-
onsibility of running tho houre. The
wife in turn muat romain faithful
and show respect to ths husband.
She must protect everything. in tho
house and spend with econorny and
carc.

Servantt must get up blfora thc
maqter and perform thelr dutiec ho-
nestly and well. The master should
pay the rervants for their servlce at
the proper timc. He rhould atiend

Ananda bhoami

otr tho servants in timo of cickncsrh.
Any delicacier.prepared in the homc
or brought to tho bouse must bc
sharcd wirh tho servantg. A man
must divide his earnings into four
perts and spend one part on, his
daily needs, two par,ta must be used
in lmproving. tho business he is
engaged ip whiie the remaining part,
should be eat apart as saviogs for
a ralny day.

]ho vygghapajja Sutra shows &

person how he should preeerve and
increage .his wealth. A man ahould
never be lazy and whatever business
he is engaged in, he must do ir with
skill, Ho must protect his wealth
from theft and also from fire and
flood. For the success of his occu-
pation. he musr havo well-mcaning.
and faithful friends. He must tead
a balanced life, so that hc
should neither be extravagant nor
miseriy. His cxpGnses should not
excead his income. The weahh car-
ned by him can bc dissipatcd thr-
ough debauchery, addiction to int-
oxicauts, gambling and cvil friends

More accuniutation of weslih
alono wiltnot bring happlness, uo.
leEs this is accompanied by spiritual
aevaacement as well.

The Kutadanthr Sutra shows how
happiness can be brought to the
people of a country by enouring,its
economic stabilty. The Buddha-hss
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of Asoka was orle

:L";1,i" ;S- ;I$:.l'?"ff:;iJ; "l ft'o,''&""i*"i"4's or peace'

,rrolrrd when therc is equitabr.. + ;L;;I . 
uno prosperity in the trou'

istribution or, *.Iiu';;i-;.p url- tt.d t irtorv of mankind' when As-

woen tho haves and havo-nots it otto t*t'?:J'noaooit* be 
lband'

thorcby narrowed' Crime 
"tonot 

U' ;"9' ;U 
^':-t^t 

of further conpues'

suppresscd uv p'"i't""'ot *r"o' r[u tr' His "11oott'* 
would theraftcr

bost way to r.cor.;.';, is uy. iir-- be conqu"*=li- fuoples' hearts and'

proviog tt o .oooo*1, ,oooitroo or leading them to ti"t or virtuo and

l#J:i$*",--.0",,0 bo provided 
t:'fi:;:* 

sreat pains to insuro

with facili'i" tiJf';t ;;'i* ",'ai 
that his xubfcts' too' lived accor'

radors shouid b, giooo cupital rr- ding to Buaiuist ethice by octting

oper wago. ,hJd- be pfd ,o .*- ir-"r***plo hlmself' stole pillars

proyeos. when';;;;itier for-c-. :."*'":l-^':::::.ot"rol",l*tl;J':il:
mpJoyment are provided. pto-!l:.bt' lives 

'u'ere
;;";;'"onlooota and the country Emplre '

bpcomespou.rfltuil;r";f;"*"ri*.. 
"t--L1* 

. in whatcvcr form Yut

-Whiletr,,vrungoruand'Sigal.regardetlassacredandcompgsslon
ovads Sutras rfno*ttio *uy of lifc't'hlt 

-; 
.*1o*n 

io alt living beingsh'

bringst,opptot"and'prorperity'thoHospitalswcrebuiitformanaod
parabhava s,r*=gi"' *:.'iJs bcusi alike' WeIs f'rr man andw-

that tead to oitu'Ao*"f^ltj y;; at"ing places for anlnqals were pr'

hac becn uaui"rli" trr auoio ;#; ovided-. Trees wero piauted to prov-

oiluses tbat lead to declin'o snd d- ide shade to weary *avellerg and

ccay such "i:uril*"*.- 
gombling' roafl1ilrg animals Medieinsl herbs wcre

eloth ood "rrio*ii"-^ 
tirrh-hartotsl planted to supply the needc of ho'

How *..,*io[* 
"'o""iuotnu - in ;piolt lsslpies E'g1s 

'uilt 
to cater

the matari*r ?i ,piri*,"r develop- to the ufitii""r needs of his subj-

, m0nt or p.opiJi. 
"lu;raantly rir-I ect and large sttrrls of money

fromtt'pJ'c"',"J"*"'*'"tandwerespentonBuddhistbenefact-
prosperitv oitilu";;;;;^Y-"tv;; i"-'t r'rt* Empire reached the ze'

hmpir* ouri,r! rui",i?;.-"f ttr. groat nith of progress lnd peace'

e,;durt' BmPcror Ascka' . 
'
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sF{il r{gqfq fqft{q qE: qeqr e}df

lrtgqr qrsFrfl-{ qtt, f<€ qqf,TES gg -

rrea qrt t tet{rfi $13r qqTqqfq fEhr-

q] qfrqT Et\ rrgfu aITFIT qqq T
fqar.e xFaqma rrf t,']ftEr <(-q} r 'rrsTqq

qqr' rqqfr q5 tirw q) qs+ trrc erQr
AGAefl Sdu,i r ualqaat g<rff ar-Eq{tq

qlqqrq nrtmi fqq] r

qfq trq( qfqg qfq qf"si iqrdt

wrrmql 6r+r auTra qrrrqrt qlq ilrq] r

$qk{ rrlrT fftrFt'dT e}q rrq'} r e1a-6sat

aftq Enfqr r wqTfqil qqt qqt qra{r{F

qfifsq r awt ffiqs qfq qfe rrq{ iaft

St q] |.a qA qi*r €{rrt taflfqs' * I

sam rrt '{flg iam q{ qrrit tcT?itqr
\ ao a \qqgr] r q{,i i iqrdt* qRq'{ qra}

wqr,r gtr rtar f,nqTscirmre qEqy 
Eq

uffireTfc

qTi+q 
r

qru gaentrr ga:rrawtrnoT $ETt

s I S<erE r uqrqram) gt Blat{r qEfirr

r rq$s'T'gurq6 elrdt eltdt qrqftq trfr

r q-qlqqlrit fsarr r l'atnqeort sqglrn

{r{qrr let ala vrrq rra q}qa ifisfi"
mfq+ lq?IEdr <qt rrit qr*qor, ffiT(
rtrr{ T qffi qd e5{ra+' feaq qiE(S

aTtr(( Tq{tsl qEgq'} s rurt fsqfsan-

rm 6r6qrdtm) gafqqr< fqqr.iqr,tfi uqs)
qrfqs EvruT frrg sTgilrqiE 

-q 
f.Tq

grwt qqlqq vrrmr€ gtrutwr ,Ttt

eq$nl r{rEqrtqrc .errqm} {;?r(T leqfaql

'EtTfl'?' +ruu <q* q{+1 qqn fiIr< (
aqEETrrgW .r{ srffrq regtrgfi u r q}

qpf,rq qii sfq-il ( sqq'tsii e 3nqml fi.
*q?iqr r qqfl\E5rr rutrr{ ggql rr;!ur<r

qftsse ymmr{ q}.nt fen} uq i <rq}

r *s qTft?q r

'B:t

qrl)



.>a

(Mffi fltvtu H;I.}*1-qrq.*rcdT3umn 
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