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What Vaishakh_ Full moon Day

iIs to us Nepalese !

Vaishakh Full moon is a great
day to us Nepalese because Sidhar-
tha Gautam was born a prince of
the Sakya Kingdom at Kapilavastu
which was located in the western
part of Nepal at the foot of the Hi-

malayas. His father who was ruling
over the Sakyas, was called Suddho-

The Queen who was the
prince’s mother was called Maha
Maya who gave birth to Siddhartha
in the Lumbini Garden on the way

dana.

from Kapilavastu to Dewadaha-her
home country.

The Budha isnot a name. Itis
‘a little meaning-Enlightened One or
Awakened One. The Buddha’s per-
sonal name was Siddhartha and his
clan name was Gautam. Thus he was

EICEOE |

—Miss Bhakti Bhatta,
Class IX

Anandakuti Kanya Vidyapeeth
Swayambhu
known as Sidhartha Gautam who
was born on this day of Vaishakh
Full moon in our own country, Nepal,
2527 years ago.

Being unsatisfied with the princely
luxurious life ‘and enjoyment of the
sensual pleasures and becoming aware
of the dark side of life, the sorrows
of his fellow beings and the fleeting
nature of all worldly things, Prince
Siddhartha, at the age of 29, left his
father’s palace, left his dearly loved
wife, princess Yosodhara, and his
rew born son, Rahula, and led the
life of a wandering ascetic, devoting
himself to finding some way of over-
coming suffering. After six years of
various practices of asceticism, self
mortification, and finally the simple

(18)



life of moderation, sitting under the

Bodhi-tree at Gaya, he found his -
answer and attained the Enlightenments 0 U R B U D D H A

on this day of Vaishakh Full moon.
-This Great Nepali man, known asthe
Buddha, went from Gaya to Saranath
near Benares where he gave first ser-
mon in the Deer Park. From then
through the remaining 45 years of
his life, he wandered from place
to place teaching his discoveries to
all who listened to him and organi-
zing his followers who gave up the
world to form Sangha. His teachings
which is called Buddhism spread thr-
oughout the length and breadth of
the world today. This Great son of
Nepal is internationally known as the
Great Messanger of world peace.
At last, at the age of 80, the

Buddha fell ill and passed away in
this very day of Vaishakh Full moon
under the Sala trees in the capital of
Malla State which is knownas Kusi-
nagar in the Gorkhpur District in
India. On the deathbed in the Sala
Grove of the Mallas he explained
that the Doctrine and Discipline he

had taught would be the teacher
after he had gone. X%

(Re)

—Roshan Ratna Tuladhar
Class VIl

In a man's life
We must follow the noble

And must believe
That there is only one
That one is Lord Buddha.

Then we must not hit other
We must not lie and

We must not steal but

We must love all mankind

If we not do so
We never believe Him.

We are Buddhist
We must pray to Buddha
We must keep him in mine

We must do what Buddha

teaches us
And Buddha will help us always

In every aspect of our life.
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Socio— Cultural Aspects of
Thera_svada Buddhism in Nepal

~Ramesh Chandra Tewarl
Department of Seciology
Kashi Vidyapeeth, Varanasi

ABSTRACT

The theravada movement in Nepal
offers a unique area of study to the
students of Buddhism interested in
its changing aspects. As a religious
movemen_t' it has originated and de-
veloped in a given socialand cultu-
ral milieu. By placing the theravada
movement in a wider perspective the
paper attempts to analyse its social
and cultural dimensions and in the
process some of the latent fe:tures of
the movement have also been high-
lighted. Its ideological and organi-
sational dimensions have not been
touched. It has been seen that the-

ravada in Nepal is restricted prima-

WAy

rily to the Newars, one of the most
important ethnic groups in the Hima-
layan kingdom. The paper. attempts to
delineate important linkages of the
theravada movement with the Newar
social structure and also with the
traditional Vajrayana Buddhism. The
movement has also been seen as an
expression of cultural needs of the
Newar people. It has provided them
an opportunity to reinterpret and res-
tructure their cultural identity. Thus
with its deep anchorage in Newar
culture and society it is on the way
to develop its own variety of Therav-

ada in Nepal. K
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