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Sixteen-foot Buddha statue:
. discovered in Korea

A large stone statue of the Bu-
ddha has been discovered by a team
of Korean archaeologists and univer-
sity men. The Republic of Korea,
known as South Korea isa predomi-
nantly Mahayana Buddhist country.

The statue is considered to be
the biggest statue and dates back to
the Silla dynasty of Korean history.
Durlng this dynastic rule, Buddhism
gained ground in the Koresn penin-
sula and ths new religion which came
from the mainland, China spread to
Japan from Korea. The Silla dynasty
covers from 57 BC to 935 BC.

The 16-foot—stone statue is call-
ed “Changyuk Sokpal Ipsang”. Inthe
Korean language, this means the 16-
foot statue. This eighth century lithic

(24)
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statue has been discovered jointly by
Mr. Sin Yunghun, a specialist of the
Yesong Club in Chungju, Cultural
Property Restoration Bureau and
Prof. Mun Nyong-ha of the Dongguk
Buddhist University.

All proportions of the body are
in proper balance and the lines of the
arms, head and feet are unusually
distinct, the discovery team reports.
However, the statue had been broken
in three place with the head portion
buried in the gfound. The dual petal
lotus pedestal has escaped undamaged.

Korea which protects and pres-
erves a large treasure of Buddhist
monuments, statues, temples and
monasteries as national treasures at
state expease, has arsanged to resto-
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re the statue. Archaeologists believe
that there will be little difficuity in co-
mpleting the restoration of the stone
statue since all the broken parts have
been found.

Prof. Mun describes the discov-
ery as the Silla period Buddha statues
in the eighth century and it is believed
to be one of the most important pie-
ces of sculptures of the period so far
found in Korea.

The statue had been erected in
the rugged mountain trail probably as
a guardian to the people for protect-

ion This discovery sheds light into the

origin of sculpturein Korea and its
geo-political situation of the Chung-

yangand its vicinity during the period.
Dr.
the Dongguk Uniyersity’s Graduate

Hwang Su.-yung, Dean of

School, is of the view that the discov-
ery is of great academic value and
gives substantial evidence to the cult-
ural exchanges between Silla and
Kogyryo of ihe northern part and the
entry routes into Korean people rece-
ived. Buddhism from China and India
in the fourth century during the Kog-
yryo period when Korea was divided
into three kingdoms. But the Buddha
images and the sacred Tripitaka were

brought into Korea from the main-

land of China. &
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