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BUDDHISM AND PIRITH

Priestcraft is accepted by many
pious people today as genuine Thea-
avada Buddhist practices. The cures
effected by pirith chanting are on par
with those of the bali thovil, ceremo-
nies or the faith-healing and prayers
of the theistic religions. No doubt a
certain amount of faith-healing is po-
ssible in psycho-somatic disorders,
but this could equally be achieved by
- modern hypnotherapy.

Most of the pirith-chanting we
have today is derived fromthe Tant-
ric practices of Mahayana Buddhism
held sway in Sri [ anka from the time
of King Valagamba to that of King
Vijayabahu [, that is for over athou-
sand years. All leading Buddhist mo-
nasteries in Anuradhapura except the
Mahavihara adapted Mahayana Bu-
ddhism. So did the majority of igno-
rant laymen. This is stated in the
Nikava Sangarahaya. During this pe-
riod many of the popular practices of
Mahayana Buddhism came to be abs-
orbed and adopted into Theravada
Buddhism in Lanka.

The Pirith book contains sveral
bogus Suttas attributed to the Buddha

Ananda-Bhoomi

- D. Amarasiri. Weeratne

e.g. Atanatiya, Dhajjagga, Chanda,
Suriya, Mora Paritta, Gini Piritha,
Jinapanjariya etc. All the talismans
used by Buddhists and other forms of
popular sorcery are adoptions from
the Mahayana. Demonology is prac-
tised by the monks who chant the At-
anatiya at the pirith ceremony* This
foolish Sutta could never have been
preached by the Buddha or endorsed
by Him. The ignorant references to
the sun and moon being swallowed by
the dragon Rahu during a solar and
Junar eclipse in the Suriya and Chan-
da Sutta are chanted at pirith time.
These were condocted during the he-
yday of Mahayana Buddhism to dupe
gullible people.

In this modern age when people
are more enlightened we shou!d be
able to separate the wheat from the
chaff. Popular superstitions and acc-
retions from Mahayana, should not
be practised nor defended in our an-
xiety to defend the genuine teachings
of the Buddha. The fallacies held by
many unsuspecting and ignorant Bu-
ddhists should be pointed eut and
the priestcraft exposed. o
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