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go wqt feftTa e-a't twqs urtettg'e1
cft meqnt .rftao ( ff,fEst ffdtqr s(-qa6)

fqqr{ rrf(;s r flarrqm $-'ITt slq qf{'o t s-(+

eqer{ fleY r'tt i( {rroqa ) eur{f<;o r
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uai gi tflt qver sqt wi1 r ergaqsoi g?et
rr€c g(Tor rt<rqr qttert etfr flqr giak vfr
,n}qqr qttert 'si sq' *rcldr.l r ea;l*}
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VEN'BLE NARADA'S ROLE EN THE REVTVAL
OF THERAVADA ETJDSDS#ESM BS$ ffiEPAL

The Cemise of Ven'ble Narada Mah-

athera, preacher of the Buddha Dhamma

par excellence is an irreparable loss, not only

for Sri Lanka, but also for the entire B udd"

hist r.vorld. His unti;in9 efforts in the prop.

a8ation ofthe teachin8s of the Buddha in

Sri tl-anka and ra foieign lands are truly

praise-worthy.

Buddhists of Nepal hold the Mahath.

era in special eiteem and therefore their
sense of loss is all the more profound. Ven'-

ble Narada is revered by th: Nepalese Budd.

hists as a Bodhisatva. It was due to the un[i-

nchin9 efforts of the ltn'ble Narada

Mahathera and his Dharmaduta activities

that the Ereat task of revival of Theravada
Buddhism in Nepal on an or8anized basis.

Nepal is the Birthplace of the Buddha.

fn cgurse of time, Buddhism in Nepal had

been losin9 its position of pre-emine-

nce which it held in ancient times. It u,as only
in the early 19/.A's that there were s.ny signs

of Buddhist revival. History of Buddhism in
Nepal reveals that it was not only the land

where Gautama Buddha was born, but also
it has been the land where the previous Budd-
has Kakuchanda, Ko.nagamana and Kassapa

had also beeu born. However, iu spite of its

6irdiqxFr

Elorious past, the re8ime of Rana did irrepa.
rable dama8e to Buddhism by expellin8 the

Bhikkhus in the early forties.
It was ihe Ven'ble Narada Ma.hathera

of Vaiirarama who came to the support of
the Bhikkhus so expelled in these unfortunate

times. At the request of the Ven'ble Dr' Amr'

itananda Mahathera of Nepal who was one

of the pioneers in the revival of Buddhism in

Nepal, Ven'ble Narada Mahathera &ccoffipr

anied by Ven'ble Pi1'adassi Mahathera and

BHIKKHU SUWARN S, NCPAL
Hony. Jt. Sccretary,

Sri Lanka Nepal Buddhist ConBress.

other eminent' laymen visited Nepal for' the

first time in 7946, seekinB permission from

ihe Government of Nepal lor the purposs

of pil8rima8e. This afforded en opportuntty

to Ven'ble Narada Mahathera to persuade

the then Prime Minister Pairna Samser JunB

Bahadur Rana to al.low the expelled Bhikk'

hus to retnrn to the country. Vcn'ble Narada]

Maho,thera's indefati8able coura8e and his'
winninB ways rvith Metta paved the way

for the Bhikkhus in Nepal to resume the

propagation of the Dhamma in the country.

This was followed by several subseq-

uent visits durin8 which he was able to takc

some Relics and a sapling of the sri Maheb'

(rr )



odhi from Anuradhapura' He also laid the Ven'ble Narada Mahathera's iast visit

foundation for a Sri Lanka style chaitya at to Nepal was in Novemb'er 19i9

Ananda Kuti Vihara in Kathmandu' One 'which was sixth vists to Nepal From l9i6 up

of the greatest achievem:nts of ttre Matrath"ra to 
'1 i', -t:"rl':'e 

Naradir mrhathera -fouel t'm :

wasthe openin9 of the SriLanka"r'*i'v* ro' to visitNepal six times' His visits toNepal

which he had earrier laid tire ro*'dotioo ul'li ;:l';,"J:;'::T:::':11'?:"r,lrl#il 
>

consecration of the first Seema Malak at of the Dhamma. He delivered his sermons

Ananda Kuti viharain Swayantbhu in the 
sl1her in EnBIish or in Pali or in sinhala

vicinity of Kathmandu city' Durin8 his stay 
which weretranslated by N:palese Bhikkhus'

there, Narada tv{ahathera prevailed uoon r English had dttracted both

the then prime Minister Mohan Samser Rana :::i::ff',.L;;";;d- students toua;cs

:xi"Jffi ;:'.:,',TI,'IJ;,il;'B.,,l,lliT:[#TIJ-"|".:::';ffi;li:'."P,J:I;
munity' 

Itecl men and women were quite

, ..,J"i:,:fi" :T:il':I id;l::ffi: Hffi'!ry;;";;;;;; rhe wri'[er recarrs

propagatiorr or e*a;hir; and Royal. r",rlnl how as a child he listened to the discourser

aBe too *u, rortnrJ.i-r." Hi, luruj.rtv tr.". of ven'ble Narada Mahathera specially deli-

lste king vrunena'a"onap'io"o him his royal 
'e'ea 

ror ch'ldren' He used to relate Buddhtst

father. His Majesty King,Tribhulvan pat{on' 
stories and thereafter ask questions'we !';cre

. ized the 4th Conference ol the World Fellow-

ship of Buddl-rist held in Kathmandu rr'}i"";- Siven Sifts of' chocolates brougbt f om sii

vember 1956' Lanka for correct ansu'eisto his questiols'

' H is Mejesty the Late KiuB Mahencra The picture of ven'ble Narada Mahe''

became an ardent supporter of the l*larada thera will o"'oi fna" fto* the hea ts of

MahatherasomuchsothathevislteatneN"put"*B"ddi'i't"nt*^'l'-t'-"^'crlivein
Vajiraramays,topayhishomaSeandrespectsacred.memoryencoura8in8ustofoltrow

. toNarada Mahathera' It is ""o *o''n#-o' tr'e "uli*" 
pu'n"t str'oued *sand it Eill

note thet the present ruler His tvtoje'tv rins sive'1s :l':lltl, Tr;I::' T?'fl]':l;: ':'l:
Birendra too emulates his worthy p"d"tt'- teachings ot 

'est \Ya'y to

sors in extendins his patronaS" t" tt'::;:;; eulosv bv' steting that the nobl

of Buddhism in Nepal' rii' vtaje'tv;;; venerate the departed Ma'hathe:a is to keep

Blrendra will be held in high esteem 

"'"lH 

the light of the Dhamme aBlow in Nepatr and

entire Buddhist woild becausa .fr1 {1 L'<en to this end' the Sri Lankr'n Buddhists can

upon himself to "'i"" 
t"bini ttre Bi' thplace make a significant contiilrution' -

oflordBuddhatoitspristineslory.*#*
q'ffiqtfc
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