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VEN’BLE NARADA’S ROLE iN THE REVIVAL
OF THERAVADA BUDDHISM [N NEPAL

The demise of Ven'ble Narada Mah-
athera, preacher of the Buddha Dhamma
par excellence is an irreparable loss, not only
for Sri Lanka, but also for the entire B udd-
hist world. His untiring efforts in the prop-
aBation of the teaching of the Buddha in
Sri Lanka and i forein lands are truly

praise-worthy.

Buddhisis of Nepal hold the Mahaths
era in special esteem and therefore their
sense of loss is all the more profound. Ven'-
ble Narada is revered by the Nepalese Budd-
hists as a Bodhisatva. It was due to the unfi-
efforts of the Ven'ble
Mahathera and his Dharmaduta activities

nching Narada

that the 8reat task of revival of Theravada
Buddhism in Nepal on an orZanized basis.

Nepal is the Birthplace of the Buddha.
In course of time, Buddhism in Nepal had

been losing its

position of pre-emine-
nce which it held in ancient times. It was only
in the early 1940’s that there were any  si2ns
of Buddhist revival. History of Buddhism in
Nepal reveals that it was not only the land
where Gautama Buddha was born, but also

it has been the land where the previous Budd-
has Kakuchanda, Konaamana and Kassapa

had also been born. However, in spite of its

EIELEEAL]

Elorious past, the reSime of Rana did irrepa-
rable damage to Buddhism by expelling the

Bhikkhus in the early forties.
It was the Ven’ble Narada Mahathera

of Vaiirarama who came to the support of
the Bhikkhus so expelled in these unfo:tunate
times. At the request of the Ven’ble Dr. Amr-
itananda Mahathera of Nepal who was one
of the pioneefs in the revival of Buddhism in
Nepal, Ven’ble Narada Mahathera accomp-
anied by Ven’ble Piyadassi Mahathera and

BHIKKHU SUWARN S, NczPAL
Hony. Jt. Sccretary,
Sri Lanka Nepal Buddhist ConSress.

other eminent- laymen visited Nepal for the
first time in 1946, secking permission from
the Government of Nepal for the purpose
of pilgrimage. This afforded an opportunity
to Ven’ble Narada Mahathera to persuade
the then Primz Minister Pacma Samser Jun&
Bahadur Rana to allow the expelled Bhikk=
hus to return to the country. Ven'ble Naradal

Mahethera’s indefati€able courafe and his?
winning ways with Metta paved the way
for the Bhikkhus in Nepal to resume the
propagation of the Dhamma in the country.
This was followed by several subseq-
uent visits during which he was able to take
some Relics and a sapling of the Sri Mahab»

(1)



odhi from Anuradhapura. He also laid the
foundation for a Sri Lanka style chaitya at
Ananda Kuti Vihara in Kathmandu. One
of the Breatest achievemants of the Mahathera
was the opening of the Sri Lanka chaitya for
which he had earlier laid the foundation and

consecration of the first Seema Malak at
Ananda Kuti Vihara in Swayambhu in the
vicinity of Kathmandu city. During his stay
there, Narada Mahathera prevailed upon
the then Prime Minister Mohan Samser Rana

to declare the Vesak (Vaisakha) Full Moon
day a public holiday for the Buddhist - Com-
munity.

Following these events, Government
of Nepal befan to extend its snpportto the
propagation of Buddhism and Royal Patron-
age too was forthcomin3. His Majesty the
late king€ Mahendra and prior to him hisro yal
fa ther. His Majesty Kin& Tribhuwan patron:
jzed the 4th Conference of the World Fellow-
ship of Buddhist held in Kathmandu in Nov-
vember 1936.

H is Majesty the Late KinS Mahendra

became an ardent supporter of the Narada
Mahathera so much so that he visited the
Vajiraramaya to pay his homage and respect
to Narada Mahathera. It is also worthy of
note that the present ruler His Majesty King
Birendra too emulates his worthy predeces—
sors in extending his patronage to the casue
of Buddhism in Nepal. His Majesty King
Blrendra will be held in high esteem by the
entire Buddhist world becauss he has taken
upon himself to restore Lumbini the Bi thplace
of Lord Buddha to its pristine glory.

()

Vensble Narada Mahathera's last visit

to Nepal was in November 1979

,which was sixth vists to Nepal From 1946 up

to 1979 Venrble Narada mahathera fouad tim:
to visit Nepal six times. His visits to Nepal
were never meant for spending his hojidays,
but the sole pu'pose was the propegation
of the Dhamma. He delivered his scrm(;ns
either in Bnglish or in Pali or in Sinhala
which were translated by N2 palese Bhikkhus.
His lectures in English had gttrected both
university lecture:s and students towards
cultivating love and reverence for the Dham-
ma. The Dhamma he preached to ordinary

folk and educated men and women were quite
fascinating and instructive. The writer recalls
how as a child he listened to the discouser
of Ven‘ble Narada Mahathera specially deli-
vered for ch'ldren. He used to relate Buddhist
st ories and thereafter ask questions.We were

given Eifts of chocolates brought fom fif
3
Lanka for correct answers to his questions.
The picture of Vensble Narada Mahe-
thera will never fade from the heats of

Nepelese Buddhists, he will forever live in
sacred memory encouraging us to follow
the sublime path he showed usand it will

give us strength to follow and practise the
teachings of the Baddha. [ wish to end this
eulogy by steting that the noblestway to
venerate the departed Mehathese is to keep
the light of the Dhamma aglow in Nepal and
to this end, the Sri Lanken Buddhists can
make a significant contribution. -
kkd
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