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< < < Anandakuti Vidyapeeth Columa -+ - <

THE SON OF

NEPAL & THE

TEACHER OF THE WORLD

In this painful world Gautam
Buddha was born. And he chose not
torule thz world but deliver men
from ignorancc.

Nepal isn’t just peaks and pinna-
ces. It has many more things to be
proud of. Among these is Gautam.
the Buddha, who was born in Nepal,
South west of Kathmaadu in Tarai.

The pleace is known as Lumbini.

The broken Ashok pillar, the
ruins of old monasteries, palaces, in-
num:rable stup.u_ and various archa-
eolozical obj:cts proved that the
whole Lumbini region was an impor-
tant centre of early Buddhism. Kapi-
Ivastu, the capital of Sakya Republic
was a very prosperous city. It is kno-
wn for its glorious art, architecture,
tradition and culture. Lord Buddha
lived there until his 28 th, years and
then he Jeft to begin his teachings
and wonderings.

(1¥)

Bijendra Raj Pradhan
Class IX “A”

Born with silver spoon in his
mouth and raised in uasurpassed sp-
lendour, since the sence come to him,
hc:ail the time sensed the sufferings
of the people. He fhought that man
would suffer in perpetyity, if heis
born again and again. The remedy
which he thought would be to bs good

to deliver good and not to hurtanyane
while one is living. This coudnct

alone can end the cycle of birth
and rebirth mankind.

The Buddha was born 2527
years ago when spiritual darkness
entirely pervaded the globs and in
the name of religion.

Superstition and malpractices .
were rampant. During that odd hour
the Buddha shone as a full moon in
the spiritual galaxy, His preachings
were very logical and easily intelligib-
le to common fork. He insisted not
to follow any dogmas or doctrine
blindly but ta adhere it if, it justifties

mnuif‘q



his conscience. And for the past
2527 years men have b:en charmed
by his simple teachings and in follo-
wing them they have achieved the
peace and tranquillity of mind.

His teachings spread in distant
lands like, Tndia, Burma, Sri Lanka,
Japan, China etc like a jungle fire,

even in those days when communica-

tion wasn't as easy asit is now. Now,
of course, with the improved transpa-
ration and communication his teach-
ings have spread all over the world.
His teachings aren’t only taken for
peace of mind but also to bring peace
among the nations. So he is the son

of Nepal and the teacher of the
world. %
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A PEEP INTO THE BUDDHISM
IN KALIMPONG

The record of Buddhist activi-
ties in Kalimpongcan be traced back
to the frist quarter of twenticth cent-
ury. The oldest record of news on
Buddhism in Kalimpong was publi-
shed in  the monthly magazine
~Buddha Dharma wa Nepal Baasha”
(Vol.2; No 1-2;2470B.E.) of 1926
A. D. It was about the celebration of
Baishak Day at local Tirpai mona-
stry in Kalinpong The then Dha-
mnad ot Sri Dhaonman Moktan and
Sri Harsaman Singh were popular
personalities in those -days. The
naxt referencs can bs fouad from
the other magazine named “Hima-
yan1 Baudhi” (Vol 1;No.2-3;24271)

of 1928. After that we can find the
record of Buddhist Association of
Kalimpong named “Kalimpcng B:u-
dha Shbha” with referencs to the
same Journal (Vol.l;No.9-10;2472
BE.). The secretary of the Sabhha
Sri Dharma Moktan participated
in the First All Tndia Buddhist
Conference which was held on 27th.

(16)

Dec. 1928 at Dharmarajika Chaitya
Vihar, Calcutta.

—D. R.Sakya,

Member of, {Kalimpeng
Dharmodaya Szbha

From the very beginning Kali-
mpong was the trade centre and
ha'ting place for the Nepalese tra- -
ders who visited Lhasa from Calcu-
tta via Kalimpong They from ~ep-
al who stayed at Kalimpong used to
organise function et toge her with
local people on auspicious occasion

of the {Buddhists We can find the
record of a well known Buddhist
Scholar Dharmaditya Dharmacharya
who visited Kalimpong in the year 1926
tospread the Gems of Lord Budchu.
It should be mentioned here
that Kalimpong Sub Division hed
been integrated with British India in
the year 1865. Before that, Kalim-
pong was a huge forest with Bhuta-
nese dominion and thsre was no
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possibility of dwelllng here. But lear-
ned and skilled British Scholar had
gradually established some schools
and churches to Jiterate the local
inhabitants of this region. As such
Christian Missionary activities flour-
ished in Kalimpong and which grad-
ually spread all over the region.
During first quarter of this century
influence of Christianity was highly
applicable. At such juncture Sri Dh-

armaditya Dharmacharya, a famous
Buddhist Scholar, who found no pro-
blem to organise the activities sprea-
ding Buddhism in the region among
the local people and also observing
the Buddhist
celebrating Bddhist rites visited Kal-
impong. He laid the foundation of
the Buddhist Library of Kalimpong.
tie was the frist man who organised
the celebration of the Baishakh Day
ccording to Theravada Buddhism
and imparted the teaching of the
Lord Buddha among the local
people After this, steps were taken
by the members of Library to observe
the historical events of Buddhismie
the full moon day of Baishsk every
year at Kalimpong

In 1930 Ven. Karmashil Gheshe
arrived at Kalimpong from Tibet
and was guided by Scho'ar Dharm-
ackarya in the field of Thearvada

Ananda -Bhoomi

auspicious days and

Buddhism. Later he became Shraman-

era Prajnananda of Kushi Nagar the
Holy Place.

The year 1931 was a remarksble
for this region because the third All
India Buddhist Conference was held
at Ghoom Mcnastry, Darjecling. One
of the f{.mous musicians Late Sri
Purnaman Sakya was decorated with
the title of Graduate in Buddhist
Music “Sangeet Visharada” of the
Conference. His contribution to pr-
opagate the Buddhism ‘and Nepali
Sangha was priceless those days.

In the following years five
Theravada Buddhist Monks of
Kingdom of Nepal were' expelled
by Rana Rulers on account of chan-
ging there religion. Among them
Ven. Mahaprajna came to Kalimp-
ong after spreading the yans of
Lord Buddha in the nook and corn-
cr of serveral villages of North Eas-
tern region of India. Tt was not
known to the writer when Ven.
Mahaprajna came to Kalimpong. But
according to the old record it trans-
pires that there was the existence of
Prajna Chaitya Mahavihar of Kali-
mpong in 1935 which was estab-
lithed by him. There he completed
the translation of Lord Buddha and
several other books in Buddhism
which were published continuously
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from!986. The publication of books on

Buddhism in local language was a
highly appricable deed to Buddhist
circle of these days. Beside this one
never forgets his art of constructing
Buddha's statues, which areinstalled
in various Viharas of Nepal
Bhutan and Sikkim, Assam, Calcutta,
Darjeeling of India.

In 1936 Ven. Mahaprajna shi-
fted the stupa of Kalimpong town
to Tirpai Vihar on the auspicious
ocsasion of Buddha Jayanti with a
highly decorated procession partic-
ipated by the members of Nepali
Baudha Sangha along with the local
people. The news of performance
of shifting of stupa was published
on the local magazine named +Parivar-
tana”. In which it was mentioned
that the procession was started with
the 'Sutra path’ by Ven. Mahapra-
jna and Ven. Verma, the then mon-
ks of Kalimpong. In the same year
Ven. Amritan-nda came to Kalimpo-
ng to acquire his knowledge on
Buddhism under the guidance of
Ven. Mahaprajna A few years later
other members of expelled monks
were also visited this hilly region.
They were warmely received by the
Buddhists of Kalimpong and they
were greatly inspired to celebrate
the ausppicious function and to

(18)

propagate the gems of Lord Buddha.
As the result Kalimpeng became
the renowned place in the field of
Buddhism.

In the year 1946 there had exi-
sted a Nepali Buddhist Association,
which was organised under the chai-
rmanship of »ri Purnavir Sakya. The
honourable Secretary of that assoc-
jation named *“Dharmodaya Sabha”
as its branch office to maintein the
aims and objects of Sabha in Dar-
jeeling hill region.

The year 1947 was a remarkable
year inconnecticn with the evenis
of Buddhists. Prajna Chaitya Vihar
being far from bazar, the then Dha-
mmadutas realised the necessity of
setting up of a shrine in the fown
of Kalimpong. Thus Dharmodaya
Vibar came intoexistence at Siza
Villa, 9th mile, Kalimpong which
was purchased with the help of tra-
ders of Kalimpong. Here we would
remember the name of Sahu Bhaju
Ratna Kansakar who had donated
the greatest amount. Office of Ne-
pali Buddhist Association was shifted
to newly purchased building. Books
collected by the asseciation were also
stored in Vihar and a new library
called Dharmodaya Library was set
up. which was inaugurated by the
then S. D. O. late Sri Motichand

Ananda-Bhoomi



Pradhan on the auspicious Baishak
Day. The celebration of Buddha Ja-
yanti was highlited more than ever be-
fore. As such Baisakh day attracted
most of the people of this region.
And most of the Venerable Dhamm-
adutas used to visit Kalimpeng and
spent a few days. Thus Dharmo-
daya Vihar gained popularity among
the Buddhists of Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim
Calcutta and Saranath etc. In 1952 it
was declided to establish a new com-
mittee to maintain the activities of Dh-
armodaya Vihar thus **Kalimpong Dh-
armodaya Sabha” appeared in the field
of Buddhism of Kalimpong. The name
of this new committee was proposed
by Ven. Ananda Kausalyayan and
unanimously accepted by the mem-
bers. The then Hon. President and
Secretary were Ven Ananda Kausa-
lyayan and Ven. Mahanama respective-
ly. Buddhists of Kalimpong will never
forget the Devotion rendered by Ven.
Dhammadutes. There will be another
chapter to be added, if we go thro-
ugh the activitias and role played by
Kalimpong Ddarmodaya Sabha in
connection with the propogation of
Bnddhism in Kalimpong.

Ananda-Bhoomi

As the fame of Kalimpeng
Dharmodaya Sabha spreaded all
over the Ruddhist circles of this reg-
jon W.F.B. (World Fellowship of
Buddhists) desided to recognise the
Sabha as the regional centre for Da-
rjeeling in 1964 Since then Sabha
has been gaining the opportunity in
presenting the report of activities of
K. D.S. among the Buddhist delega-
tes of the world.

In relation to the propagatien
of Buddhism one can remember
‘DHARMODAYA BHAJAN KHAL-

AH’' (music party). Its main aims

were the recite the word of Lord
Buddha in the medium of songs. At
present this Khalah (party has been
gaining the popularity throughout
the Sub-Division. The young and
Children Group of this Bhajan party .
has been much popular among the
religious comunities. Regular gatheri-
ng of Bhajanat Dharmodaya Vihar
takes place on every Full moon day,
and the first day of the month.
Besides Kalimpong Dharmo-
days Sahba, there was a branch office
of MAHABODHI SOCIETY to pro-
pogatethe aims of Mahabodhi Society
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of India, Calcutta, Rev, Sangha Ra-
kshita was the chief monk of Society

who dsvoted much tims to organise
ths Buddhist activities such as functi-
ons etc. Publication of Various books
in local languages were also made by
this soziety and 4 monthly journal
namsd “Stepping stones” was popu-
lar in those days.

Ths Shrine of Dharmodays Vih-
ar was conitruscted in 1954 and a
marble Statue of Lord Buddha, pre-
sented by Burmese Buddhists was
installed there. Th: foundation stone
of Gate was laid by Ven Ananda
Kausalyayan and was bzautifully co-
nstructed in the Style of Sanchi Gate.
In the year 1977 this Sabha Started
publishing a Buddhist monthly mag-
azine named “DHARMODAYA”
and since then it has bssn communic-
ating the activities of vihar every mo-

nth. The aims of Dharmodays are to

spread the teachings of Lord Buddha

and to develop the language and lite-

rature of Newaras. Thus Theravada Bu-
ddhism had been flowrished in Kali-

mponag and there are other associati-

ons too such as TAMANG BUDDH-

IST ASSOCIATION, TIBETAN

BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION
which are trying to maintain the rit-
uals according to their tradition.

ete.

Thus we can find the devotion
rendered by the followsr of Lord Bu-
ddha's teachings. Kalimpong being
the haulting place of traders she has
been gaining the popularity in the
world of Budlhist too. Thsravada
Buddhism was g>rminated from Kali-
mpong to enflunnce the Newrlas. As
such Kalimpong hasit’s own history
of Buddhist activities.

*

Saying

Insults are like bad coins we cannot help their

keing offered to us, but we must not talie them.

-C. N. Spurgeon

- (20)
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