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Anuradhapura

Colombo is the Capital of Sri-Lanka
also known as «Pearl of Asia™. To the North
east about 205 Km. from Colombo, there is
an ancient city Anuradhzpura. The city had
been flourished even before the advent of
Buddhism in Sri-Lanka. It was the mission of
Mahinda, the son of Emperor Ashoka who
first introduced the Buddhism at Anuradha-

pura about 307 B. C. After that

the
Buddhism spfcad here and there and threugh-
out the country, Sri-Lanka. With the spread
of Buddhism, an era of construction of stupas
(Dagabas), monastries, and reli€ion buildings
bean & still now Buddhism has been the
national reli%ion of Sri-Lanka. A Buddhist
pil8rim from China had described the spread
of Buddhism the of

Anuradhapura.

and civilisation

Today we won’t find that flourished
city, but only the remains of civilisation
monuments and DaBabas. Some stupas are
in dilapidated condition and some have been
restored. From the point of Buddhism the
whole area that has covered the anceint city
has been declared a <Sacred Place’. Now no
new buildings or any other new constructions
are allowed to build. Whatever the anceint

Dakbes, monastries and monvm ents are there,

Ananda-Bhoomi

those are under restoration. protection. Some
of the restored and protected daZabas and
others are described below.

The eldest temple in Anuradhapra is the
Buddha Temple founded on the stone. This
had been constructed just after the visit of
Mahinda. Inside the temple there is a very
attractive Buddha statue carved on the stenc.
Attached to the temple is a menastry Inside
of which there s a recumbent Buddha Statue.
The lenBth ~of the statue may be above 40
feet.

A A AT
Hera Kaji Manandhar
A LA A
~ One KM. from the temple there is the
Maha-Bodhi Tree which is said to be 2200
years old 8rown from one of the branches of
oriinal Bodhi Tree under which Gautam
Buddha had 2ot to enli€htenment. The Bodh
Tree is the oldest historically documented
in the world. As the branches of the Bodh
Tree have become more and more and also
have become lonEer; it has covered the lurBe

area. Noew a wall has been surrounded for the
protection of the Bodh Tree. Everyday people

use to £o to the Bodh Tree for meditation for

(21)



som: time to have miad concentration and
mental pcﬁcc. Opposite of the Bodh Tree there
are about 1000 stone pillars symstrically
arranged from North and South. The pillars
are about the size of 1’ x 1’ x 10" and are said
the to be the remains of the Braze Palace built
in 100 BC.

About half & mile from the Bodh Tree,
there is a Dagabas called Ruvanvelia, the
Dagaba is bigger than our Swayambhu Stupa.
The platform of the Dagaba has been paved
with smooth Eranite stones. The whole plat-
head

carved stones called the clephant wall. The

form has been surrounded elephant

Dagaba was built on 2nd ceatury BC. But due

the Bood maintenance and restoration work it
looks as if recently built,

 Not far from iha abov;c three.is a Dagaba
called Avaya8iri. This is in the dilapidated
condition. The size of this DaZaba can be
compared with our Buddha Stupa but may be
a bit hi8her. Restoration work of this is 8oing
on. In the premises of the Stupa very big
attractive recombent Buddha stone is there.
About half a mile from there, there is another
a closal stupa called the Jetabanarama which
is partly in dilapidated condition. It is 400 ft
high and is the hihest Dagaba in the world.
The top of the stupa has broken. Then about
a square mile from there. There is a fine arti-
stically made Buddha statue called the
Samadhi Buddha. Besides that there are many
other Buddha Dagabas built adout 200 B, C.

(22)

Where we £o within that sacred place
we find only the rnmains of DaSabas and
Buddha Monastries. While 8oin8 through that
area, one feels calm & peece in mind and
re:nembers the Gautam Buddha & his teaching,

These days Anuradhapura has becoms
popular from three points namely, Buddhism,
research and Tourism. That is why the Gove-
rnment of Sri~Lanka has been taking every
possible measure to restore and maintain all
the Buddha

pro8ramme,

Temples under the cul!tural

About 15 KM. from Anuradhapura
there is a hill called Mihintale. On the top of
the hill. therc isa neat and clean Kantaka
Dafaba the dim:nsion of which are about
400 feet in ciccumference and 40 feet in height.

To go to the top we have to ciimb 1500 stone
steps from the base, While Boinf up we find
plateforms at three places the steps t>
Swayambhu Nath temple are about three
hundred. So we can immagine what we feel
while £060ing up the steps. From the last
platform there are no stairways but & big steep,
big rock about 60 tc 70 feet heiSht. The rock
has been truncated up to top. through which
we have to 8o to the top. The étmosphere
surrounaing the Stupa on Mihiltale refreshes
the visitors. From there we can see the nice
visw of the Anuradhapura district. The sho 't- |
est route to Sri-Lanka is Royal Nepal Airlines

Corporation.

#
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