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Anurad hap{Jra

Colombo is the Capital ol Sri-i_anka

alse known as .:Pearl of Asia". To the North
east about 205 Km. from Colombo, there is

an ancient city Anuredhapura, Thccity had

been gor.trhed cven -before the advert of
Buddhism in Sri-Lanka. [t wag the mission of
Mahinda, the son of Emperor Ashoka who
llrst introduced the Buddhism at Anuradhb-
pura abour 307 B. C. Aftcr that the

Buddhism spread hcre and therc and thrcugh-
out the country, Sri-Lanka. Witb thc spread

of BudOhismr &n cri of coustructlon of stupas
(Da8abas), monastries, and reli8ion buildingr

be8an & still now Buddhism has been tho

national rcligion ofsri-Lanka. A Buddhist
pil8r'im liom China had described thc rpread
of Buddhism and the civilisation of
A n ur"adhapura.

Today wG won't find that flourishcd
city, but only the remains of civilisation
rRorrumeDts and l)a8abas. Some stupes are

in dilapldated conditioo and some have becn

rcstore<i. From the point of Buddhism the
wholo area that hat covered the ancoiot city
tras been declared r.Sacred placo'. Now no
new buildin8i or any other new constructions
are ailowed to build- Whatever the anceint

f)aBhas, monactries and monuments are there,

A nanda-Bhoomi

those ai'o uoder resroration. protcction. Somc
of the restored aod protected dagabar and
otherg are described below.

the oldest temple in Anuradhepra is tho

Buddha Tcmple founded on the stone. This
had been coostructed just after the visit of
Mahinda. Inside the tcmple thcre is a very
attractive Buddha statue carvcd on tho stene.
Attached to thc temple le a monastry lnsido

of wbich thcre ls a recumbent Buddha Statue.
Thc length :'of thc statue may be above 40

fect.

{{g{{{gA{{{*AA{{{
Hera Kaji Manandhrr

s{{{A{S{sA{A{{{{A
Onc KM. from the templc thcre is thc

Maha.Borlhi Tree which is said to bc 2200

years old Erown from one of the branches of
ori9inal Bodhl Tree under which Gautam
Buddha had 9ot to enli8htenment. fhe Bodh

Tree is thc oldest bistorically documentcd

ln the world. As the branchos of the Bodh

Tree havc become morc and moro and also

have become longer, it has coverad thc larSe

erea. Now a urall has been surrounded for the
protcction of thc Bodh Tree. Everyday people

use to 8o to thr Bodh Trec for meditation for

{21)



some time to have mi8d concentretiou anC

mentaf p.u".. Opposite of the llodh Trce there

aro about 1000 stonc pillals sym:trically

arran8ed from North and South- Tho pillnrs

are about the size of 1' x 1' x l0' and are said

the ro be the remains of tne Braze Palaco built

in 100 BC.

About half e mitc from the Bodh Tree,

there is a Da8abas called Ruvanvelia, thc

Dagaba ii biggcr than our Swayambhu Stupa'

Tho pladorm of the Da8aba has been paved

with smooth granite stones. The whole plat-

fbrm has been surrouoded elephant head

carvcd Stongs called tho elepbant wall. 'f hc

Da8abe wai ouilt on 2nd century BC. But due

the good maintenancc sud restoration work it

looks ar if recently built.

. Not,far from the above three is a DaSaba

catiea Avaya8iri. This is in the dilapidated

condition. The sizc of thls DaBaba can be

bompared wirh our Buddha Stupa but may be

a bit hiBhor. Restsratlon work of thir is Soin8

on ln tho premiscs of thc Stupa very bi8

atfractive recombcnt Buddha stone is there.

About'half a mile from thcre, there is another

a closal stupa called the Jctabaoarama which

is partly in dilapidated condition. It is 400 ft
hiSh antl is the hiEhest Da8aba in thc world.

The top oftho stupa has broken. Then about

a square mile irom there. There is a fine art!

stically madc Buddha stdtue called the

Samadhi Budhna. Besides that thcre are many

other Brrddha Da8abas built adout 200 B C.

(22)

Where we 8o within that sacrcd placo

we find only thc rnmains of Da8abas cnd

Buddha Monastliea, While Eoin8 throuSh that

Brea, one feels calm & pcece in mind and

rernembers the Gautam Buddha & his teachinE'

Thesb daya A,nuradhapura has beccmo

popular from thrce points namely, Buddhtsm"

research and Tourism. That is why the Gove-

rnment of Sri-Laoka has beeu tokint every

possiblc mcasure to rcstore and maiotain all

thc buddha Tcmples under the 6ultural

proBramme.

About 15 KM. from Anuradhapura

thcre is a hill called Mihintale. On the top of

the hill. thcrc is a neat and clean Kantaka

Da3aba thi dim:nsion of which are about

400 feet in ciicumfercnce and 40 feet in hei9ht.

To 8o to the top we havc to ctirnb 1500 stone

stcps from thc basc. While Eoin8 up we find

plateforms at three place s the steps I )
Swayambhu Nath temple arc about three

hundred. So we can immasine what wc feel

while 86in8 up the steps. Frorn thc last

platform there are no stairways but a bi8 steep'

bi8 rsbk about 60 tc 70 feet heiSht. I'he rock

has treeo truncat€d up to top. throu8h which

we ha.ve to go to the top. '['he atmosphere

surrounsinS the Stupa on Mihiltalc refreshes

the visitors. From thcre wE can sse the nice

visw of the Anuradhtpuia district. Thc sho't-

est route to Sri-Lanka is f{oyal Ncpal Airlincs

Corporation.

ffi
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