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A Certain
Brahmin

(A story)

From the Dhammapada Commentary

By 8radual practice from time to time., .
This instruction was Eiven by the teacher
while he was in residence at Jetavana with
reference to a certain brahmin.

The story Boes that early ®ne morning
this brahmia went out of the city, stopped av
the place where the monks put on their robes,
Now this place was thickly overBrown with
Brass. As of the monks put om his robe, the
edge of the robe dra83ed throuSh the Erass
and became wet with diops of  dew.
Thought the brahmin, ¢The Brass should be
cleared away from this place.”” So on the
following day he took his mattock, went
tnere, cleared the place and madeit as clean
and smooth as a threshing-floor. The day
afters he went 10 that place aZain. As the
monks put on their robes, he observed that
the edge of the robe of one of the monks
dropped to the ground and draZ8ed in the
dust. Theught the brahmin, *<Sand should be
sprinkled here.” So he brought sand and
sprinkled it en the Eround.

ACNAC A AN A Y
Translated by E. W. Burlingame
2 YA A A Y

Now one dey before breakfast the heat
was intense. On this occasien he noticed thas

(22)

as the monks put on their robes, sweat that
poured from their bodies. ThouSht the brah-
min. ‘“Here I ouBht to cause a shelter to be
erccted’. Accordingly he caused a shelter to be
erccted. AZain one day early in the morning;
it rained. On this occasion also, as the brah-
min watched the monks, he noticed that their
robes were wetted by the drops of rain.
Thought the brahmin, < Here [ ought to cause
8 hall to be erected” So there he caused a
hall to be erected. When the hall was finished:
he thouBht to himself, «Now I will hold a
festival in honour of the completion of the

hall” Accerdingly he invited the Order of
Monks presided over by the Buddha, seated

the monks within and without the hall, und
Eave arms.

At the conclusion of the meal he took
the teacher’s bowl to hermit Hisa to promounce

the woods of rejoicing ¢« Reverend Sir” said
he. <«¢As I stood in this place when the menks

were puttin@ on their robes and watched
them, I saw this and that, and I did shis and
that.¢* And beZinnin€ at the beginning, he
told the teacher the whole story. The Teacher
listened to his words and then said, ‘Brahmin’
a wise man by doin€ SZeod works: time after

time, little by little, Bradually removes the

stains of his own cvil deeds.” So sayinB, he
pronocunced the fellowing stanza:
By 8radual practice from time to time,
Little by little let the saBe
Blow off his own blemishes
Just ss a smith with silver.

V/

Ananda-bhoomi
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