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Sangha or the order of monks

If the Buddha had not introduced
the order of the Sangha, Buddhism
today would be found only in a
museum. '

Among the four groups cf the
disciples of the Buddha, Bhikkhu
(monks). Bhikkhuni (muns), Upasaka
( male lay-disciples ) and Upasika
(female lay-disciples) the Sangha
or order of monks are most closely
Buddha. The
duty of the Buddhist menk is to lea-
rn the teachings of the Buddha and
to give guidance and advice in acco-
rdance with these teachings. He is
also required to perform the religi-

associated with the

ous dutics and ceremonies His duty

is not limited to preserving the Bu-
ddha word, his duty is also to intro-

duce the teachings of the Buddha

Anandabhoomi

throughout the world. It is not easy
to introduce the Buddha’s teaching
in any part of the world without ob-
taining the proper guidance and
assistance from monks.

Buddhist monks are not regarded
as priests since they do not act as
mediator between God and man.
They can only show the way for tho-

se who like to find their own salva-
tion. So approach the Buddha, no

mediator is required. There is no
need for the special intervention of a
priest or any selected person.

From the very begining of the
order of the Sangha, two different
groups of monks were formed: Gra-

ntha dhura and Vidarshana dhura.
Grantha dhura are the monks who

associate with the public. They offer
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their religious services to society.
Educated, young men who became

monks usually join this group. Vidar=-
shana dhura are the monks who

keep away from the busy society and
devote their time to meditate. Most
elderly men who became monks usu-
ally join this group. The monks who

associate with the public should not
neglect their meditation. They should

try to devote at least few minutes a
day for meditation. Those who devo-

te their time only meditate

to
should give others necessary instruc-
tion how to meditate. Both groups of
monks are equally important. In cer-
tain Buddhist countries, some monks
set aride certain periods of time for.
meditation, then they return to serve
the society.

Buddhist monks live a very sim=
ple life. Their attitude towards life is
filled with tolerance and contenme -
nt. In the monasteries where monks
live, there is an atmosphere of peace
tranquility and serenity. There isa
look of peace of calm on the sthiling

(28)

faces of many of the monks. Their
faces often reflcct a dignity, a gentl-
eness, kindness, truthfulness and
devotion towards religion are their
duties, falgi 1%

In many Buddhist countries, mon-
ks have also rendered a remarkable
service not only in- the religious field

but also in social, educational cultu-
ral and health activities, In fact, mo-

nasteries in Buddhist countries
traditionally gentres for everything
that helps mankind.

are

It is Sometimes overhead that mo-
nks are not really necessary and sho-
u'd be dong&wéy@?ith. _They 8 y they
can practisegghis religion without
monks But if there people really wa—
nt to do away with monks.

It is advisable for them first to
learn the Dh:a""rﬁma from the monks.
If the Buddha had
the order of the Sangha, the real tea~

ching of the Buddha would have dis-

appeared long ago from this world
*
*#
*

not introduced

Ananda bhoom{
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