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s'Fqlvi qttai rTEttrEI;i *.EFt

lf<g€' f,qqRd q6rtq t"

rffir+ffir
O' Bhikkhus ! Communicate for

the benefit and happiness of the great

majority of men, the compasson

upon the world and the welfare,
:gratifieation and desire of god and

rnen. O' Bhikkhus'!throw the light
on'the celeo*acy with the removel of
sin preaching the Dhamma with its
meaning and idea.with the benedic-
tion in the beginning, middle and
exlinction.

DffiAMNA D',A
The wise, the meditative, the

striving, reach Nibbana, the suprime
constant, the
happiness.
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iqreqr sluqfrl qrt ds q {eq{

qqt{ffc'l6o errmi <[rr elafe6rr { Qq
efeqq5 i.rr'.i Qrl r rlauff g* clrur6o
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a'lq sqtqtmr afnioqseul eqq?qt g<nl nil
urfagr) fluqrct awQuRua du ftttn\
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eclreq'taqil sl"tac gac} mrcqrel sqiEErrII
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. ga6sm't icm etrlqct'I grr cf" iqrd {{rta*'
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rr{ urgo'l fqq} r Qf{ uqt ir6m} eirT qtn
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au &qqsi q'tdtr c{ffi} Etret fca qlffae

icrc t{rqr fi# <rs} gi, eqaim Etfwaras

gar ern{ fq\i, ar ern arf{ fra rqrlil gar

aqqrdEt.rler git) gt grrq r a'l gcl .IIEI

w{ vmrl gail wrs} ar$m frqqtfr gEI flrrl'

sir g.6 qil fla{cla' ,falwgm} g{I iq( q'crrTr

ilqqrl o I rrlar gafr trqqsr iqrqqr ala

fuq6<o'l {&rir ilad qga*m} r elaq{m} c*{r

ce(+t}grr lrtr sriai f€a r€s r

frR rrect'sl sc-rqrril wrFr eqra=grr'f

illaarree rq+) r<t < eqre qcr'lrr) ila-
crsJ sqeafltt't rE[tlorile qf< iqraqt q]uir{fri

n$gEq aa.i gad sqqtfq d gr vqr) cdl ur1-

qta qt sfffa r

fl{ti ( rrgrr.nrefl fE {61 gag* aru'er

rta gi err qfr) sarcqr <rarqst) ttei qa\

qlrrEn t{r} o r qsfiicq staadr} faqaqtql

ssnqr qqra Bwtlt < sqq mfErtrl ?q]
ql{an s r tqd rfl iclqtqa s}asi+} srqrc

gt ( sffa qn'qt icrd {rrsr6st"t qa} ah-
Er;( E r fe=efa {n+r <tcl 1e}* < wa dvmt

<ror irrafe6 qeq clee qtaaqtEils{t <tql
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u{a't 11< qnrrrr fsrrs qc} r qat'l cqror

ilcaqml oisalftfu{r lfar} trar'}am't *fcilc
T rfurgcls) slrqtsqlf.iut {a 6} r

i iero qt nea) qsa 6), v6i gao) scqlfu
crrqsrq Bra.a cifl sflfca a1a6er1 qqqqr r r

ist<cr qiffEl qrq) fireqrq q'lfaa qlacwcrr

mar tqml iqta tn ergoi irr<)nr qrft $q

.ilrarl 5r, QlEa r rqrrfe qr{qlqr} lga

qfqa" qrar fsr{tf(€ mtaq q?qr} Brct.q iw-
qt qtosa erlarioail Brr,S €r E{r .rR[aq r

icm 9t, atal tyr 6) csil ala uQer qosrt-

ar€ q'lqq( ga: ielrer€ faqna qladiltrl

rrqrq rt r \l

BTlffatei fa6rcmr Qril $sf{riT ffeqs

( t ) gumtdta qR'*tErfiEG $TItI-i rRTfi *efffirqfr1 frrqrrr?T H{fi} qfn

sIUirrE $IqSl q I I. Yoo. HCq 1l fiA I

(q) qulqil I E. 1s1.{Fq 11 qra r

( t ) qs (errqq; frq* sitqq't I T. lq. qeq q qrr I

(4) A brief Biography of ven. Bhikkhu Amritananda - by Kesab Lall.
Page: 42. Rs. 8i-

(5) Buddhism of Nepal- by Badri Ratna Bajracharya. page: 108. Rs. 12

atr;arrlq ( qq )



I:

wirasft feqTqla 6rG$ 
"

qdTna iqraql guuftl Tsttt

Edqra lqra QtH t gaudt) gt ige
{?r;a qrilr 61 uEi Qq < gau{rt ugurdt-

€s zrr-{rcar qicrt ErgqrE rld €tetstt
sct dtqa feorttQtt uq r ivmrt ufla egetl

vqrfa iarcqtntr sqtqqlrl sqqr rQmr<t

a1a t f6qorcqiq d gq t urier iqrrttl qfa-

6rr uit s r qRqmq u r g'tn6rfer t str6ftrt

$aqr tcrail tc€t\ afrgr qrr sf,iElrrtl

r$ror Qtto] u r tqiir $ar twu, Gqrc, la,

a6rc rfqv t{ietqct rfrqt't qt ga-cfra

g.qqfc ga e*u) t Eifsnifl gt'tfia utrt6oil,
qfr iqmct criw otqa sqffi qtfi oq t ck.

rQw wq efa rqi u{m} qtcqt tqfsq fqqr-

rq{ cHI, q'lEr < gaol arart oqrir r

qqErq gel aere-r1fxw qrq fcgcqarcfr

gau{rl cqlqfi -qtq$irl BrrI qh tsfqa qrilqt.

qr qrs'eT r .nql;a(qr (Ru,oo ua aS ufe) q€

urirJ eqrqrar fqql r ac aqtq+l qRq{ansq'l

(qqi

- mqok aTIEFE, freim

f*atmcuqsfr nei gt < gi furra frfuo f,i
arqrl grr tfagtil qars's r EIa Frfqsr

fcgvl a+o * Elaiffircr] Brfwee <'tfinrQtt

t{t r1a qg<tqtcqle qa gsvarrr{ qfqatmr

dafrqqs $arlfrqq da6sm rrt gaa{r} ara

6rfec rrf erqrr a'l e'ia flcuir r frlqsrl
6^d tre r fa'lqr't Sa E'l aftr gaq$, wilia

da qrqii flq{Ictl aml uqeu cras - ufn}
ara qrfr,e qiara nftaa oq r qstt gaud*
f,qwq'!,g<l srq(srst qla fa;a, ss{rc, fqt}a-
sld, {Iut, qrt-*a q(il a$IirQG aerrqrQrl

Q'ler gqsrt eilwqm asi iqret qfa6rrol *lo
qrart qta't ats r

rtc lauf fqoret) siqdq qErtsr, qru)

tnqr tta qqqil qfa mil ararilEa tvr6enr

a-ml srre qttrl e aqi ae u{m} srrrra r
sffirarc) rqrq qft nc 6'd r aftdtr art, urq-

dae, f${qgatc, rsa'lfsqt, irel$, que'tfttrslqr
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ffrEit, gilfltqr, r'ta, eult, r}ftqt erat qftt-

qrql trqr *'q*[crt, qdq, !Ei€, letra,
iE(oqrce erar qf{cc'i tr6uer rfr qs qdi

a61] w1q s{"lqtm} s r rqfa fr rftcc, q*qia aqr

gfilour& leu{m} flcrrt {tts\ urqil qst B{te
::

iqrql ala crei6ctt{ friturr qe'l nfm avr

qt€ti ei6r(-e$qla qfteg r qEIqq.FqIq aa-
ario) erureglarl crfq ctlt *rtfi alasrat-

E6 srrrts lrct qf{aril gg urut\ ftqftt qrq

rr{ erertm} 6 | qttrrt qirftt qf(f(qq fsfir {
<aa ei aule{qtr E r

urir] arqnt q;alaqqte t orrqqficq]

crc]qr rqf{r{, erarafrq q qrEo€mrcr.'}

eTrurq lqt q.flls aa.gttml s r qmr't Qril-

€fil.$rq, wa-Er(a, arrqf,efi' ertroml qleardl

rlaQm) qfrlrqfacr qarl a[6urara'l milta

dlnol sta'l qgrtEil srqer rrqrs'e I gA, f6€r-

tqt lant ecqtcctrf , ileq6 asl qfg1sg qwt

urqfeu wi6eera qara* qwGa rurqri
e r flel ore rtfae6.erJ ar'iqa gat rm) <rra-

qr q"tfs&fvrlrr aa r {;qrq qilrrqr(, sr}q t
q'isr* elqq] Ercl qrir] 6 r criq,) €<qcr
er{ < qrefqsaTsl Brqrr 6'{o*{m'i Uq'i
qtje'l t e6wftacr, *dt, tsurtr, gkar

eturfa effit r{radta 'garrg6o efa f<etqt

qter +' qd, csl rtokr sdsqrqr csn€sil

fEsscr 6r{r.6n eraqrQtt 6q t ard-ardcr

qrfeta, geHe, sqi*< qril ot{r6s& qsqra

Eltaaaqfq

cneqlfldqr cf( teqra aqtqqtfi qrdtil tQtt,

git} eT r

{rqqtqr qde R{io edeFs qrcilqgtrl

nrfiarl a*6a rrarq 1arl rrqqFe iqm

uqanf,r eqim\ uf q dqfa sqr ela tsa-
cutrqor'l qf(Rqfacr uier flraril< [<i rqrr
iqrdl qla aaaqsad c'ra rc* fqkit qriat-

6o*\ warr afa g:u c asqlsr\ trsil wqrqtl

o r gaurirr qql trctt eercfiqil rqw dt u;a -
rlfsga tr6s* al ala 'feaawrqsrl fstte
asr fqratrc] ql[q xara ltat rmaqsq[< faq-

fea crter au{ Brrqd dnrm} f<clra,f eti6{f,mr

El q'q fm al Qfnqrlem frqaeqlEqs eql' aq"t

B{?if6I{ { EfifiIrxl 6Et[ cfrf(qfileere EesI(I

wua vfe<{rr 61 I q?qqirrr cfi E}a1sqr{

ftq qg g* .rr=6't 6q1 qpq1l mre 61Er r,, uri

* €] ?" qRr ulqr\ ugr :rrdn qr;o) flr ftctt
qr;o}?" erar mr6ril ueueatqr) E I qE

qaqqilo] as4rH fafrs,rs aq ''tqmct ata6o

{ /. eta 6 " qqrar( tcrcr 6[e;e r

qHJ ctas{ict iqlqct x?cr qttr qimtrst{

( ss6r qgqra'!€qil aaud < aJad{Efafir{

qra €'lga alafla6rr, qla cfiEr, 116, Ueqt,

g{dqaQs eqta qRw fsq , qstqftt 6st f(qqt
fqq r fwmuilqsar{ csfqa Brcr(slqu 6ut€
rr6rv rrt r qd urfa c q{qt tqfcatq riQmt

ierol€ser{ sqf€qfa q6fi Ertdr siiltstris'rfcl[q-

6sm"t vetvr aguwr rtrr ewtqoft fetqe
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qfa r e{fl fqqtfqa firg I scltfia c *eqta

eqttfc Ge* r qq?Iq qat'l afaea, g:q q

oraftcqr{t fqa,raEsirt qrcsrdt fear-aEo q*
qqiqr <rci cqe* qt r

. tolqril(sr alafaqrrqs cq6r a'i gcatuta-

tG qrci aqreflml sqqt qfrqa qq(tfl 61 |

Eao't amw fqq aeam) fcsna qrtqllqo

{a qrdl tcrqr qtdel r gfra{t qta} rqtt slii

cti sslaol qranr lf<Qr} g:er'f :rfl fl r

eaqi wa qntrltl < errigfaurtl alrErrql agg efa

qral cra't s r Elaqdrl fcsq swdt suq

qa a t'gt faw qf a[to6l fquqq t fq's-

fa*aaqout ria r tfeql trrianqsm lfa 1a-

!:i \u{r} gri cqrt 1*rr{t} grr fatga} q{(qn!

,6r r uFegcra<rr qh q0 erlir] gt
tqra 6a 

ti
q*qr{ ql-.;:txlea} uri.aguror ad rqa;afrt

a er.i gg*6 -e! r,*ir.urisl. < uqiqardl6ro)

a'lu, gut r uagn ulea gi q$i fqcrdia r

q,i qdt} (6etETi,8arl aur og-u gfm (uler)

€,lerrt$I( qd il,t aa: s{tttl !u.i-,ft c€ ffltEt

c{ifl rltc eqTifi;,[1oqqfl 5rq eiqq s rri

B<t $rqEllq {aqta at* fauq.rqra, (Qscq

qtet qqcadt6rt lfr Ealgftl;,&{ t 6tu)

eqeeqarci *qm, Bs eit{m} taxfc r nilia

da saa^e\ eqa'ltr fqelo r i

ilq6l rr *i qrfr

t ga ! fqq\ arao'l q eii rqTdt E t

vqi cru'cqi at' qtur n ftq.l qrafl i rferqqr

Qnmaol rq] qlarfgm aISTItil qft faq' qtfilcl

t teaq t

dl wa 11u6ei qfa frc'lqr* aJctsQ *
q$aer

fad egem rn?arrqra stil [a{q armEuil nFr

tcilqd ftilarQ * q ar;aq t

aqtot eleiamqs lfa gngr re<il fad qrcFa

rrt * gcqs I

- sqlf€$r ?qst qroeq

a} Eltrr*T 6ltt€6 sfqq{ qri BIIET{tI cfi
faita€ i

tag qarf<qfl *' qa€ Qtrq5 ,

qrsn ga ! frfi q{'qE$ Gk ete, q} sistftt
' qqq|fQcql

*ftr[mr fEqquq'l q] fsqrl gorarf, 6ilnq(

$rraargre amefc,grr foatEi vtffi qic€ as r

t Ea ! faql neqt aftat qraartJ aFme{t

qtqq q€rq( FasiqF't crti fsi <Fq{qlq as I

.I
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dlsq Hrneficq,

srrqt} ( trr Fqtndl eqa\ql {tRI?t?' ilra

feara aw crfa&t file6s et#mrr rtt Qi

rrgrQm\ cr w€ qvit eru1r{s\'6 I B' e"t. St'

iqratl orfu ctc.t 5t\ ra\ tqqtrw* qfc

qlar n\tortafl g{tEI { nfirf*lr.tt fec sfaka

crrlda ntrQrl fitct kE r ltl rfa qeat

crctqrgera:ttrf.rrr ftfq Ei fei€*gtla c r

B. dt. {t r'l €fac,rrrixcr} gwn atftr 3rot

ElrEis cq] qrqi( rru'l,gtrq\ w"El qeur Snrrl

qc'l qwl qgqe E?6 r i$tt n:rtq g€r't *lrtrc

6) r ue\ nEma qft gtnr wrr4rq aan\ qaat

rrc qfn r gircg crrfiai{} urtq lrrFmiaor

ieictqe+'t etfq rtiltamt qtla a,ugil trretlo}

arr faig qt lwri qltlqa"tq E I trrqfl cfn

qafs *qTq trqlqd darcrrrql rtrGaed mrqtEi

qIi?€Xfit

Erltdr *mr1ri gut €rttut arg eqil fauga

rrrar arrli gi mrcil q[a sfsa iftdfu r fe'{'
qtqiiq<r sdl qa egcrril trftarqml fqqtmt

rtElqlilq, qflirgrq\ qlfa, lqrqt] fi fiIerrl i

61 r dl. dt. mrf,nq qar. .i6ser fqsacntcwlmJ

agtatl *6t t{t cw\ qqt 6a urdo r auri

eesliua fqauol qsa'f fqilq EiIItt qlu Ettt

ussrt ctufcoat feg cs<1 e t tcqml crr

qfa a* 6't tdl gged r rrtFe ar6l ttt{t*
urt-a ilno'l ssr<s) at€tt c.If El Ea.ia I

re{ aa qr<qi tIEEIfq qrfe selor'l gqg{

Gtril gscurra tr1'tr <rt qtfea qRH qd

rnGacq qfetl qo aat qfa qtqqaFlttr r(gt

,r* terqfei qs gaqr g,foofoff:u,.,

BIq{, ctaclsJ t
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eail uaq ttq "sil5 r [ufc cqr{, cqeqnfo

mrqfli aqnrr ard grufcat;ql ct:g qt t fl;
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og uilq a'.r6 arrwta lrrgrq) hat: ila6ar:

fnqi<o r q;g 6'qr t<ral erqi duen, qHtIL

waf tdtq qlr*fti EIGI- rttll:r-d fufqa ua

grqfa garfaut qqq flurteq: sr{frftrEq}, f{{rg

gei ? 'qrnd oQ 6' sr ;q<tiqila.its r.

rrqfrrag o* e<iar ? qfssrq l*g gfc .i

qtql ?" .:

. 
fra'llt ttn6fq eraqqq ;qilr-l qdfs5 *6at

Qrqd ftqil qd r sfe { ergar; traatgri 3q11;

qqq grrtrrl Er gtt r {g 6<a- rtraril sQqrq
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INTB@UCTION

AU fenlnAir$ s€riousty add sinrie;

rly dtteirpt to firid plausibte and it
possible reasonabty convining answe-

rs to the vartous $hengrnena of life.

In:tnaay eEsqs, such answers are the

sl*tie'ta atl'religions but in Bome ca-
seo; tftOy.differ from religion. This

rn6ybE bdAbrlse of tfie d,ifferent so:
elal ethos lnllohieh various 'religions

had taken shape, One sueh'explana-

tioa bf "different religions is to the

Question of continuity and 'obvious

diffetences in 'human beings. The

exptanutioa givea by religions born
in 'Indfa the eontinuity sf . hurtran

race and its diversity lies in the theory
of Karma and rebkth.

(22')

past lives, Thus the

coniinuity efr,luman

tha{ of differenciatio

is explained., 
=, 

' .,

KARMA AND REtsIR'ffiI

'.,-,..

* S€EMA SHARMA
Dzpdrtmin't ai nmAltiffi:{fitffren Wiiersrty 6'f Delhi

_ ''-:"1-:

i
SfarEntB*yTi OF THE THEoRY

The th,pq{X of Karma" states 'that
cv€rv indisidual has to bear the con.

-1

sequences ,of his actions (Karma)
either in t&eory is bassed on the

simple,sayiog "Aq you sow, so shall

you reap" "Jo .Jas 
Karahi, so tus

phal chakha'.:. People are born t9
reap the frults of their actions in

phenomena of
race as well' as

n$ among .man

Howevef, the thesry of l(*rma
has evolved from the Vedio period

onwards'wfth, adijitions and :,,modifi ..

cations. It-iubyrbetnteresiing to trote

how the sirfip'G:,theory has under

Anandabhciomi



gone mod ficatiPns let&ng to stra-

nge conclusions" :

THE VEDIC CO$ICEPT OF

KARMA
During the Vadieffiiod, it wa$

believed that evcry- individual reaps

the fruits of ,-his 'act!iom6'- After his

death;'.an individual according to the

nature of his actioBs goes to heaven

or / and hcll. He smys there titt he

has suffened the cgnseq#Enses of his

actions. Aftpr !!at, he qgmes back to

the world to steft \is p.9,p life afresh'

This was a simPle beiief insPiring

people t<r do good deeds so that they

may enjoy the Pleasures' of heaven

and save temselves from the fire of

UPANIST+ADIC CQtsICEPT OF

KARMA AND REB'IRTTI

The upanishadicPertod had been

a period of great. spedulation and

didacting t'hirrkinei. Xhs simple pri-
nciple of Kartna u,rfdiarl Went several

modifications.

It was pertinently asked who per-

forrns the Karrna ? 'WttU'is reborn ?

-The concept.bf ".{trnd',# or "Soul"

Anandabhoomi

was fur,ther elaborated aPd it was

stated that it is the sou.l whic! trals-

migrates from one life to anothe,r'

The sur,n total of thp relulJs of the

astio.ns of slan in one life acpomp1qy

the sou! qrld th.qy frugllfv ip lhe ne4t

life iUqt as a sged frqctifies and bears

fruits.

Anolher important Pgin! Yas

injeoterl ints th,e whqle thinking-

Why doel thg squl tqansmigg4!9,s

from one life to another. Is it possi-

ble to break the cYcle and be ftee

fro+ rebiqth,? It ryq-s stlated tlat soul

isof tlresame.essencp as G-od. If by

perforrhing good actions self, puri-

fications a ma,o, can realize' himself,

this self realizatiotl bqlp-s him to. unite

with God a,nd free himself from the

cycle of birth and death. This was

the stage of salvation or "Mokshl"'
Thus the concePt of heaYen and hell

was relegated to the backgqound and

ths eoncept of imm'orqt'plity of; so.rgl

gave rise to a new interpretatign of

the. theory' of $.a5nra a1l$ qe$$h.

The met[rods wlich could helP

man to unite with God were known

(23)



,^ ,,*:+o .,,ith l,]nr allS for carrjfulness in'asYogaorwaystounitewithGod"his'life'Thilc

,urious systems of philosophies of performing actions' Good actions

'yoga were propounded. The most , r will natgral{y bear good fruits and

popular'of which is the "Patanjali , bad actions will bear bad fruits'
'Yoga. 

It so appears that the entire t LAW Oir- PERSONAL RESPON-
philosophy of Hinduism revolved' SIBILITY
'around the theory of Karma and re: ' It is emphasiled in the theory that

birth. It is most refined, vassion of everY individual has to be personally

,yoga appeared in tne "Bhagavat responsible for the consequences of

eitl". 'lNirhku*a Karflla" or selfldss his actions. He cannot absolve him-
iworkwasprescriO.O as,the way for' .self from his responsibility. Inhis
'seeking silvatiq$ :and free. oneself day to day life, he has to be watch-
,f1op.the cycle. of births and deaths' 

ful and behave in a responsible ma-

'FoUNDAMENTAL PRESUMP- .nner... 
T.IOS OF THE THEORY

The theorY'of Karma and rebirth

is bassed on some fundamental ideas

which need to be understood.

LAW OF CAUSE AND EFFECT

The simple PrinciPle is that every
'cduse 

leads to some effect. The actions
performed by mao serve as cause

lwhich leads to certain effects reprea

sentin! the fruits of those actions.

This hreans no action of man. Howe-

ver, insignificant and it may aPPear

' to be, goes unnoticed. It has itseffe,its

'which influences the future course df

(24t

LAW OE -RETRIBUTIVE JUSTICE

The theory is bassed on the pre-
sumption that nature distributes jus-

tice mathematically. Good actions
will lead 'to good fruits and bad

actions to bad fruits. A person per-

lbrming ggod action will be rewarded

and a persoo.performing bad ac.tions

will be punished. This law of natural

justice upholds the universal moral

law and sustains the kingdom of

God.

' The social and religious philoso-

'phers had these facts in view while
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forrnulating the theory. Naturally,
the theory had a very salutary effect

on the social structure and by and
large served as a good deterrent agai-
nst evil deeds.

BENEFITS OF THE THEORY
The theory of Karma and rebirth

had greatly berrefited the Hindu so-
ciety in the following ways;-

a) Emphasis on good, actions:-
. Most people are promptecl to

refrain frorn bad actions for fear of
retribrition in this or subsequent li-
ves. The social philosophers parti-
cularly Manu laid down what is

rneant by goocl actions. Codes of
ccnduct for persons at various sta-
tions of life and stages of life were

evolved for the guidance of people.

The society could be safe only rvhen

its individuals perform benificial
actions impelled by some higher mo-
tives of life. The theory of Karrna
was a good incentive f,or benificial
actions.

b) Self Realization: -' The ultinnate
aini of life-

The highest aim of life came to

Anandabhoomi

be self realization or union with God.
Tiris required pure ane virtuous life
based on the higher principles of
Iife. The various paths to achieve
this aim were prescribed. The 'more

important of them being (i) Jnana

Yoga- the way to God through
knowledge. (ii) Bhakti yoga the way
to God; rthrough love. (iii) Karma
Yog6:'the way to God through work
and;'lastly 1iv) Raja yoga- the way
to God through psychological exer-
cise. This social thinking not only
placed before the individual and
the society the higher aims of life but
also provided practical guidance to
individuals as to how to achieve the
highest airn of life.

A SENSE OF OPTIMISM AND
HOPE FOR FUTURE

The theory seems to declare.that

it is never too late to mend. Man is
the master of his destiny. By perfor:-
ming good actions, he can be sure

of a happ-v future. The painful pre-
sent could just be a passing phase.

The theory discourages finding scape

goats for one's miseries states
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that you alone are responsible for

yoo, pr.rent miseries if anY and You

alone can ansure your future through

your good actions' This served' as a

great stabilizing factor in the society'

UNITY OF LIFE
In due course of time, the theorY

encompassed not onlY human life

but all life inclirding animals and

insects etc. It was stated tmt bad

actions load to birth in lower levels

of life and good actions lead to birth
on higher levels of life' Man is at ttre

top created bY God in his own image'

Thus animal life and other forms of
life came to be regarded of th€ same

kind although of a different quality'

MODIFICATIONS IN THE
THEORY

The theorY of the Karma and

rebirth is ingrained in the soil of
India and all religions'born in India'
Uphold this theory with slight mo-
didcations cornpatible with their re-
ligious philosoPhY. Tbe Buddha

believed in the theorY of Karma and

rebirth but he did not believe in Gocl

or Soul. Therefore, in Buddhism, i-t

is not the soul which gets emPhasis

but it is performnce of good actions

rvhich get prominence. The highest

aim is not unitY with God but free -

(26)

dom. from sufcring and rebirth' Tlre

path laidiCown is the sight fold path'

Since the desire is the cause of suffe

ring hence c$sation of desire gets

great imPortanc:. Renuciation tlr

"Vairagya" became imPurtant for

Bud.dha. But this explanation suffer

frqm various short comings' Since it

tloes not explai-n the reasons of cg!:',

tinuity of human life andthe 'mcdus',

operandi of how man bears the fruits

of his actions in this life or in subse-

quent lives. The question is what is

reborn if not soul' Also what is

salvation ii nct union v;ith God'

However, the main theorY of Karma

and rebirth as evolved in Hindu

religion. Still continues to have its

holi on the mind of the comnioll

man in IndiP'

DISTORTTONS AND ADVFRSE

EFFECTS OT THg THEORY

The theorY o[ Karma and rebirth

has contin*O to hold a strong grip

on ?he minds of all Hindus including

Buddhist, Jaius, and Sikhs etc' As

time passed, the priesf iy class inter-
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preted the theorY to the ignorant

masses according to their own sec-

tarian interest. This led to many

distortions and adve se effects. Some

of which are as under: -
A) Fetalism: It is sometirnes stated

that the scheme of present life is fully

charted on thb basis of action during

thepast Iives and no amount of effort

duiirrg the present life can make any

difference. Therefore, the fate of the

individual is stated to be sealed. This

depressing interpretation gives rise

ro fatalism among those PeoPle who

are sluggish, weak minded or very

emotional.l

B ) Apathy to suffering: llt is stated

that the poor, the diseased and the

unfortunate deserved,therr lot on the

basis of the actions of such persons

in the past lives and no symPathy or

kindness need be shown to them-

Thus apathy to suffering and self

conteredness take root in the minds

of those who are arrogant, conceited

or setf centred

C) Perpetuation of secial inequa-
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Iities:- It is believed that the rich and

the poor are having their status on

the basis of their past good or bad

hctions and not an account of anY

defect in the social system or its

bperation, This gives a licence to

i'mperialism, capitalism and caste

differentiation. The status is given

precedence over r:erit, Thus last

change or revolution become imPo-

ssible.

D) Renunc:ation or other Worldi-
'ness;- I-Indue emphasis on 'reduction

6f desires by Buddhism, Jainism and

'ro.. schools of'Hinduism. Thus other

worldliness assumed great irnpor-

tance. Somtimes, renunciation of the

world and even escape from the wor-

dly affairs is advocated. The exis-

tance of lacs of Sadhus or sanYasis

: io Indiu doing nothing is the result

ofl this thinking.

.E) Emergence of the science of As-

trology:' Since it is believed that
:the entire scheme of life of the indi-

ijvidual is already fixed on the basis

i:'of his past lives, the new science of

astrology'ca$le into existence which
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claimed to forecast the future events

of life of the individual. The linking

of the fate of men with the planetar.'y

configuration of the planets . became

a science in its own right. Gradually,

it came to be believed.that there ate

auspicious and inauspicious times for
various actions ba.sed on the parti-

cular position of the Planets.

F) Belief in Ghost and Magic' Ocu'
;.. -

Itism:- It was stated that in case of
"accidental deaths and such other eve-

nts when a person has not fully lived

the course of his destined life, the,

,oul does nol get another.life imme-

diately and continues to live in a non-
physical form sucb as Ghosts etc-

ThuO ngw,syste A of magic, exorcism

and ocultism came into being. Ttt€,

priestly class greatly exploited the

ignorant matseq through such magi-

cal prectices.

G, Strange Religious Fractices:- Be-

lief in life after death gave, riseto
such concepts as "Pitrilok" i.,e, the

world of ancestors. Special rites came.

to be performed after the death ,of
the individuatr. Charity, feasting and

:

(28)

other such practices for the benefit of
rhe deceased ancestors came to be

performe4.

The priestly class fully exploited

the average }lindu in the name of
the death ancestors

The above are some of the more
important adverse effects of the mis*
interpretation and misuse of the

simple law of Karma and. rebirth }iut
this also shows the great hold, which

the theory of Karrna and rebifth is

having on the mind of an average

Hindu. As a matter of fact, this is the

only distinguishing feauture of Hin*
duism from other religions of the

world. The theory if not stretched to

e*treme and iltogical ends, provides

a fairly satisfactory and convincing

explanation of the continuity of life
and its di.versities, Also, it takes into
account the basic springs of beha-

viouf in human mind. At the sarne

tirne, it takes note of the social sta*

bility and social progress. Decidedly.

it is a more rational and more con-
vincing theory than the theory of

"Gods Grace" and "Doorns Day". $
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