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BOROBUDUR

Borobudur, an ancient Buddhist
stupa, which is the biggeét stupa in
the world and the largest of all anc-
ient monuments in the southern hem-
isphere. It has also some kind of re-
lationship with Buddhist Nepal, his-
tory. On Baishakh day, our Buddhi-
st community commeémorates that
holy day, conducting ceremony in
the Borobudur complex, attended by
Indonesian as well as international
Buddhist community. We expect and
it is a honour- for us if in the futu-
re, Nepali Buddhist, coming from
the land of Buddha will also attend
this holy and glorious celebration.

The size of the base is 144m, it’s
size is 3 times bigger than ‘the size
of footballfield. The
Javanese Buddhist carving is about

interntional

5 km. from the entry to the end. -

There are 4x108 life size dhyani

Anandbhoomi

Charles Aryanto S, Indonesia

Buddhas, 432 in total and 72Vajrasa.
latticed stupa. The
terminal stupa, on the top of the
monument is" 15. 6m in diametre.

ttva inside

Ther are 10 ‘stages, consist of square
3 round circular terraces.

Its name is most likely derived
Vihara Buddha,

Vihara means monastery, Ur means

from  Sanskrit,
high, translated Buddhist monstery
on a high place. It has the central
Javanese’s Buddhist style. Designed
by men with very deep knowledge
of Buddhist teaching. The Sailendra
dinasty built it, started'in the year
of 824 AD. during the reign of King
Samaratungga which ruled between
812 - 832, it ‘took perhaps hund-
dreds years ‘to build. Earlier in 782
King Indra constructed Manjusri
statue and in 778 King Dharmatu-
ngga build Kaalaasan temple for
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the Goddess Tara, Nalanda inscri-
tion in India dated 860 stating King
Suwarna Dwipa of Indonesia named
Balaputra obtain land to build Bu-
ddhist monastery in the holy place
of Lo-_rd Buddha. The monument
was formerly burried under a  thou-
sand years of. volcanics eruptions.
Only in 1855 Borobudur was cleared
of all ash, soil and thick forest.
The giant scale restoration was
started in 1969. Indonesian gove-
rnment led by - President Suharto
coordinating’ international organisa-
tion to start restoration. The me-
thod of restoration consists of taking
the ruin apart one numbering mi-
llions, numbering ithe stones then
putting all the pieces back on by
one. Itis a very complicated work
and they used also computer. They
construcred concrete foundation be-
cause the monument was crumbling
due to its giant weight, built drai-
nage, water seepage,. chemical coat-
ing to cover the surface’s stone
which was suffered from small
destsoying the stone’'s skin.
Borobudur is located in  Central

(26)

Java

island. Java means rice, its
name is comparable to the name of
Jawalakhel in Patan Kathmandu

- valley. Java is an island in the con-

ntry of Indonesia which consists of
13677 island in total. The national
ideology is Panca Sila, Our national
emblem is the bird Garuda. compa-
rable to Nepal Garud. Our National
Motto is Bhinneka Tunggal Ika whi-
ch means Unity in Diversity and
enshrined betwecn the two legs of
the bird Garuda. The background
of Borobudur temple, Menoreh mou-

. patins looks like a mintature Hima-

laya.

This collosal stupa contains the
holy remains of Lord Buddha, which
is a very happenings. Thee are trees
around which are descended from
the original Bodhi Tree under, whi-
ch Buddha attained Enlightenment.
The shoot came from Ceylon, whi-
ch was itself shoot brought from
India under the' Ashoka mission.
The great King Ashoka and His di-
nasty also built stupas in Patan and
in Chabahil near Bodhanath.

(Continued)
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