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. The Borobudur complex, Mendut
temple, Borobudur and Candi Pawon
all, make a straight east to ‘west
axis which links them all to the Bu-
ddha holy’s places Sarnath,  Lum-

'bini: Inside Mendut templea 3 m.
high Buddha statue is seated between
two of his Bodhisattvas, Buddha s

feet rest upon lotus flower and Hls

- Anandabhoomi

' DOROBUDUR .

- Charles Aryanio S.
( i . Indonesia

hand is in the gesture of Dnarma-
chakra mudta Candl Pawon 1s dedi

cated to Kuvera, God of Rnches.

£ M Borp-budu; “has the i_“prm-a g;gnt
_Buddhist prayer symbol, the manda-
‘lax This is the only in the world.
We will send silhouette photograph

“taken from ‘the airs  °

AR )2 j 5y ;
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Tt consists of square baserment,
4 enclosed squares gallery, square
platform and higher are 3 more
round terraces. S ——

The basement is 144 m Iength ¢
in each
side; reaching to the top. You have

There are 4 stairways,

to walk around 9 times till you reach
_thc terminal stupa, on thc top whlch
is 15.6 m. m dlameter

The basement reliefs deplct the
Mahakarmawbhanga, ‘which relates
with the Buddhist system of Karma,
a system of rewards and punishment
for right and wrong daoings.

There are 3 round terraces for latticed
Vajra sattva stupa. Total 72 stupas.

108 each, Dhyani
Buddhas sit in chamber above

4 rows of

the wall of terraces.

4 enclosed terraces full of carving.
Carved basement.

Relief carving on the inner first
terrace illustrating 2 series. The upper
series the story of Buddha till the
first preaching in Sarnath, or Lum-
bini till Sarnath. The lower illustra-
ting of avadana or moral. On the
outer wall of the first terraces depicts

28

Jataka, events in the previous lives

, of Buddha.

Relief on the inner second terrace
depict.the. Gandavyuha, the journey
of'BoddHhisatva Sudhana in his search
for Enligtenment. In the Journey he
meets sages. god and Boddhisattva

"Manjushri, and Samantabhadra. On

‘the outer wall of 2nd terrace depicts
Jataka, previous lives of Buddha.

- Relief lon the inner 3rd and 4th
terraces depict the repeatation of the
Ist & Znd, but in more simplifed and
stereotyped. This seem to be illustra-
ting the progress towards perfectlon,

: Fnhghtenn‘lent

There are more than 1500 picto-
rial relief of Buddha’s teaching, 1300

ornamentals panels, about 10.000 sq.
meters stone surface are carved. It
is walk of 5 km. to see the relief. It
is a Buddha‘-’_s_'f{éxtbook in carved

stone.

 Above the wall of the 1st, 2nd,
3rd, 4th gallery there are in each 108

Dhyani Buddhas Aksobya, Ratna-

sambhava, Amitabha, Amoghasiddhi

and Vairocana. This lifesize numbe-

" Anandabhoomi
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ring total 14 x 108 Dhyani Buddha’s

sit in the chamber, niches stupa.
Higher upon the circular terraces,

without any decoration. there stand

stupas which are found only in
Borobudur and nowkere else in the

world. This latticed stupas are com-

parable to Nepali latticed window
has holes on its wall, 32 stupas in
the 1st, 24 in the 2nd, 16 in the 3rd
round terrace. :

Each stupa houSes' Total 72 stu-

pas, vajrasttva, who is considered
the highest of these Buddha, The
Buddha’s hands are in different posi-

Anandabhoomi

tion of mudra, teaching, preaching,
blessing, etc. The aperture is big
enough for any body to put there hand
ms:de the latticed. But only those
who ¢an touch the hands of Buddha
is considered- to have good luck and
they can fulfiil their wishes, as the

people believed.

The terminal stupa, the simplest
form, it simbolysing achievement of
Nirvana, Enlightenment, ending the
endless chain of birth and death.

*
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