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Nepal- The Birth place of Gautam Buddha
predecessor Buddha

Nepal is a small country hidden
on the laps of the mighty Himalayas.
It is proud of the Buddha as his birth
place Lumbini lies within the present
Nepalese tetritory. The sacted spot
is situated a few miles south of the
(Himalaya) mountain range in the
plains of the Terai. There isa pillar
of polished stone set up by Asoka bea-
ring on inscription which categorically
says that the Buddha was born there
in view of this inscription. There
can be no doubt Lumbini being the
Birth place of the Buddha.

However Lumbini seems to have
got more prominense after the visit
of Asoka. During the 3rd century B.
C. the inscription of Indian emperor
Asoka, one at Lumbini, and the
other at Niglihawa, the two oldest
inscriptions discovered in Nepal

(30))
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Point out respectively to the places
of birth of Sakyamuni Gautam Bu-
ddha and Kanakamuni Buddha, one
of the predecessors of Gautam Bu-
ddha. Another inscription of Asoka
mentioned at Gotihawa point out ths
native town of Kakuchhanda Bu-
ddha, another predecessor of Gau-
tam Buddha. This native place of
Kakuchhanda was called Khema-
wati. That the native places of Kana-
ka Buddha and Kakuchhanda Bu-
ddha were respectively shovabati
Nagar and Khemavati Nagar is also

mentioned in ancient pali literature.

According to popular belief the
famous stupa of Swayambhu in Ka-
thmandu is the stupa in which the
sacred relics of Buddha Vipaswi, the
first historical Buddha is enshrined.
in other words, itis sort of Vipaswis
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ton’ Tcalitioaally the relics of the
second historical Buddha, the Bu-
ddha Sikhi is enshrined in a chaitya.
Pharping close to the temple of Sikhi
Narayan later on built by the Vai-
shnavites. According to Hieun-T
Sang, the relics of Kashyap Buddha.
was enshrined in a tower to the north
of Kapilavastu city in Nepal and it
was recovered by ‘Asoka. Naturally
in Nepal as attested by the native
place of Sakyamuni Buddha and of
many of his predecessor Buddhas,
Buddhism must have taken roots ri-

ght from the very beginning.

The visit by the great ancient In—
dian Emperor Asoka to Lumbini
the birth place of Gautam Buddha
and to Niglihawa, the birth place of
Kanak Buddha are proved by autho-
rtic. Buddhist texts and the still exi-
sting Asoka pillars testify to the fact.
Asoka is also known to have enlar-
ged the stupa of Kanakmuni Buddha.

It would be appropriate here to
discover something about Asoka's
Lumbini pillar inscription. The Lum-
bini pillar which lies close to the
village of Paudari in Bhairahawa in

Anandabhoomi

Lumbini zone of Nepal was discove-
red by Khadga samsher in 1896 de-
cember 1. The pillar inscription un-
doubtedly records the visit of Asoka
and setting up of a stone pillar to

tell the posterity the spot where the
Buddha was born however some
words of the inscription one c¢on-
trobesial. The words ‘Lumbini game
ubalike ka te Atha Bhaagiyecha®
has been interpreted by oxford edi-
tors as the made Lumbini village free
of taxes and paying an eight share
of the But Kaiser
Bahadur is of opinion that the words
“Ubalike kate is suggested of the
prohibition of animal sacrifice.” The

produce.

interpretation according to Nepalese
scholar, Kaiser K. C. is the result
of confusion by oxford editors of
the prakrit term ‘ubalike kate” with
Sanskrit udvalike kta ‘which means
declared from Tax’ the correct mea—
ning of the this term would be ‘the
village free from animal sacrifices’.

Although Kaisher Bahadur K.C.’s
interpretation is yet controversial. It

must be admitted that the oxford
interpretation is really misleading
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and far from convincing

Nepal occupies a singnificant
place in the history of Buddha. Re-
ally in the history of Buddhism, we
find a unique position of Nepal,
According toBuddhist tradition, the
Buddha first preached his message
to five Brahmins from XKapilbastu.
He converted them to his faith. The
first Sangha (Buddhist monk brother-
hood) consisted cf the Buddha him-
self and these five converts, all six
were natives of Kapilavastu in the pre-

sent Nepal. Thus-

“ although the first Buddhist Sangha
was formed in India, it was compo-
sed of wholly inhabitants from Ka-
pilvastu.. According to = Buddhist
annols also tells us that Mahapraja-
pati Gautami wished to join for order
as a nun, but the Buddha was relu-

ctant to admit lady members into

¢ “Sangha. Latéer on at the
request of Anand the Buddha con-
sented to admit women into the
Sangha.

Thus the first women into the
sangha. Thus the first women mem-
bers of Buddhist sangha was a Nepa-
lese women. It is said that 500 Sakya
women were also admitted collecti-
vely to the sangha.

The great event of ephochal si-
gnificant in the history of Buddhism
was brought by Sakya women.

Asoka in the 20th year of the
reign went on a pilgrimage and
erected the Asoka pillar with the
inscription that ‘here the great one
was born’ the people gave them ma-
trial nourishment. But he gave them
spiritual nourishment some people ¢all
Him ‘Divine Beggar’ true, He is the
noblest Beggar to the world has ever

\U
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