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PATICCASAMUPPADA- Process of life

The word paticcasamuppada has
got two component parts-Paticca and
Samuppada. Paticca means depen-
ding upon and Samuppada means
the origin. In this way, it is the law
of the origin of states dcpendin;g
upon some cause. There is nothing
like a self-independent entity. Every-
thing comes into existence depending
upon some other thing. ‘Imasmim
sati, idam hoti imasmim sati idam
na hoti. Imassa uppada, idam upa-
jjati: imassa nirodha, idam nirujjha-
ti.” When there is the existence of
former, there is the existence of the

latter. When there is the cessation of '

the former, the latter ceases to exist.
It is a universal principle.

The Buddha said, “The ‘man’
with attachment as his companion,
has been flowing in the stream of
repeated existence from the imme-
morial. He comes into being, ¢xpe-
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riences various type of suffering, dies
agait and again and does not get

- rid of his unbroken process of rene-

wal.” Again he said “Rightly under-
standing the perils of this process,

‘realizing fully the attachment as its

cause, becoming free from the pre-
vious and further accummulations,

one should mindfully lead the life

of detachment™ ““As he, whose atta-

chment is uprooted, mind has become
sense, finds himself far away from

this process and achieves a state

where there is no becoming at all.”

It is the state of Nibbana.

The Buddha said, there are two
statements, the first one is descri-
bing the nature of Samsara - a state
of continuous suffering and the se-
cond one is speaking about the natu-
re of Nibbana- a state of eternal bliss.
But how the first one can be stopped
and the second one be realized, is
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the question. For this purpose, there
is the prescription” of a principle,
technically known as the ‘Paticca Sa-
muppada.

There are twelve links which ma-
ke the Bhava Cakka revolve. They
are rather twelve chains which, being
interlinked together, from the wheel
of becoming (Bhava cakka). They

are 1. Avijja (Ignorance): 2. San-.

khara (Activities): 3. Vinnana (Uni-
ting Consciousness) : 4. Nama-Rupa
(Mind and Matter): 5, Sadayatana
(Six bases): 6. Phassa (Contact):
7. Vedana (Feeling); 8. Tanha (de-
sire): 9. Upadana (Craving): 10. Bha-
va (Existence): 11. Jati (Birth); and
[2. Jaramarana (Decay and Death).
These twelve chains run like this-
Avidya Upajita sanskaran se banata
hain vigyana,

Nama-Rupa sadayatana sparsa se ho
vedana mahana,

Vedana se Upajita traisna phira Upa-
dana upa jati hain,

Upadana se bhava hota, bhava
se hoti jati,
Jati se hi jaramarana ka chalata cha-
kra mahana,
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Yadi chaho to nasta-kasta ho, nasta
karo ajnana.

So long there is the inter-linking
of the twelve chains, there is the re-
volving of the wheel of becoming
and this results in maintaining the
Samasara. It is also said that when
one chain is broken, the other one
automatically becomes defunct. There
remains no dependance of one upon
another and, as such, the wheel of
becoming comes to an end. For this
purpose 4 brief note is given below-

1. Avijja:- This term connotes
the ignorance of the nature of reality.
Technically speaking, it is the dark-
ness that distorts right thinking. Its
charecteristics is to put a covering on
the nature of reality. Its function is
to make the mind bewildered, and
subject to doubt and preplexity. Co-

nsequently, it does not allow one to
know that- there is suffering, there is
the cessation of suffering. The three
fold charecteristics of things, Anicca
(impermanence), dukkha (subjec-
tion to suffering) and Anatta (subs»
tanceless) are never understocod un-
der its blind of influence.

(Contd. on Next issue)
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