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{Continued from Previous Issue)

PATICCASAMUPPABA~ Process of life

Buddha said- ‘As a blind man
without a guide takes sometimes the
right path and sometimes the wrong
one, similarly a man with ignorance
goes on flowing in the stream of be-
coming doing sometimes immoral
deeds and never getting rid of suffe-
ring.’

2. Sankhara- It means activities
or action. In the Buddhist tradition,
it is the name of Cetana (volition).
There arises avolitional effort at the
surface of mind to do this or that.
Such effort, when it finds manifes-
tation through the physic-door, is
called physical action (Kayakamma).
When it appears through vocal door,
it is called vocal action (vacikamma).
When it arises just like the waves on
the surface of mind only, it is called
mental action (manokamma). Action
really speaking, is mental only, and
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the three names, it receives is due to
the doors through which it appears.
Consciousness and action are syno=
nyms. Action, again, is moral, imm-
oral and medititional. Each type of
action is determined on the basis of
the roots. These three types of action
have ignorance as their cause.
Vinnana- The third link is uni-
ting consciousness. The literal mea-
ning of the term Vinnana, is consci-
ousness. Its technical meaning is
birth-consciousness or uniting consci
ousness. It links one state of existence

1

with another. It is one of the resul-
tant consciousness which prepares the
background of birth of a being. In a
particular form of existence. Acco-
rding to the tradition, an action
appears and disappears just like the
waves in the river. It, at its moment
of disappearances, leaves behind its

(27)



impressions on the mind such an
jmpression is called Vipaka or the

resultant of the action. Since, the .

actions are of ‘three types— moral,
immoral and meditational; the resul-
tant are also of three types. That is
to say, when an action is' moral, it
produces a moral resultant; when it
is immoral, it gives rise to an immo-
ral resultant. The meditational ac-
tions however, always produce moral
resultant.

The resultant of actions go on
ascunmulating througout the life.
Th= sum total of the same appears
in the last moment of life, techni-
cally calléd the death consciousness.
Tais consciousness unites the present
state of existence with the new one
and thus the pr-cess of existence
goes on continuting. That is why,
it is called uniting consciousness. "It
arises depending upon action.

4. Nama-Rupa- It means mind
and matter. As soon as the runiting

_consciousness flows in the new state
of existence, there is the arising of
initial subtle from of mind and ma-
tter taking within themselves the en-
tirs “potential forc:s. Nama - 'here
st41ds forconsciousness and-psychic
factors.-Runa refers to matter: These

two dnammas constitute the personality

(28)

of a being. Consciousness and psychic
factors are co-existing and closely
associated states which arise toge-
ther, cease of function together and
also have the same objective context
and the'same base. They constitute
the mental aspect of personality
whereas. Rupa or matter constitutes
the material aspect. Thus, mind and
matter, together constifues the form
of man. They come into existence
depending upon uniting conscious—
ness. :

5.Salayatana:- It is the fifth link.
Tt means six bases. The eye, the ear,
the nose, the tongue, the body and
the mind are the six senses. After
the appearance of mind and matter,
there come into existence these six
bases.‘Out of them, the first five are
material') whereas the sixth one
is the mental. . Each of the five
senses is a quality to do some-
thing. The eye, which we see exter -
nally, is not the real eye. A man may
posses this external form but still be
blind. Therefore, the rcal eye'is the
quality to see. Similarly, the ear is
the quality to hear,; the nose is to
the quality of smell and so on. The
functions of each sense - organ is to
grasp the object’ These six bases
come into existence'depending upon
mind and matter.
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6 Phassa:- Itis the name of the
contact of the sense organs with
thzir respective objects. When an
obj:ct present itself within the range
of a sense organ there is the contact
of the two. When a visible object
comes within the range of the eye,
there is the contact of the eye and
the visible object. This.contact is,
really speaking, mental. An eye can-,
nct sce the visible object when it is
not associatated with mind. Similarly
mind a'so cannot see the object wi-
thout its association with the eye.
Therefore, it *s the contect of the
mind, through the sense-orgaus, with
their respective objects. Since there
are s'x types of objzcts- visible, au-

doie, odorous, sapid, tangible and

ideational - and since they appear in
the range of six sense-organs as eye,
ear, nose, tongue, body and mind,
there are six types of contact  also.
The contact comes into existence

depending upon the six bases.

7. Vedana:- When there is the
contact of the sense-organs with
their objects, there arises feeling (Ve-
dana). Feeling means having the
experience of the objects. Mainly,

there are three tvpes of feeling-

i) Pleasant feeling;
ii) Uapleasnt feeling; and

iit) Indifferent feeling.

(Contd. on next Issue)

I

y

/
Quation from
Arhats

‘Calm in mind, calm
in speech, calm in deed,
who rightly knowing is
wholly - freed, perfecty

Anandabnoomi

peac:ful and equipoisen.’
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