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The day of Dharmachakraprawartan -.
- (Turning of the wheel of Righteousness) 1

-

The first sermon given to his fir=
st five discip'es at the Deer Park,
Isipatan- Banaras by Lord Buddha-
eight weeks after his enlightenment
is known in Buddhist history as the
Dharmachakraprawartan, i.e., theitur=
ningson of the wheel of Righteous-
negs: That day happened to be the
fullmoon day of the month of Ash~
adh (the third month of the Hindu
calender as 'practised in Nepal,
msvally falling-or-some day in July)
as Dhammachakkrasuttawanna, He-
mawatsuttawanna, Theragatha com-
mentary, Atthasalini #nd'so on. The
historical year of Buddhaszenlight=-
enment was 528 B. C, as specifically
mentigned in the ceylonesg Mahaw-
amsha and as settled by T. W. Rhys
Davids, E. J. Thomas and Rahul

T Rl
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Sankrityayan after an almost com=
plete study of several Buddhist texts
and through investigations.:~"Hence,-
historically the Wheel of Righteous-
"nese was, for the first
moved on-in the year 526 B. C. and
in the evening of the fullmoon day
of Ashadh.

time,

4
Lord Buddha arrieved at the Deer

Park on that evening fiom Buddha
Gaya (Uruwela), walking a distance

“of eightéen ‘yojana’presumadly wi-—

thin a week. Here at the Deer Park
he was received by his former asso-
ciates Kaundinya, Bhaddiya, Wappa
Mahavam and Assaji, knawhlin Bu-
ddhist history as Panchawargisa Bhi-
kshus (Jatak commentary), All these
five associates has stayed with the
Lord almost for six years. When the

e Sl
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Lord began to take material food,
giving up his hard penance follo-
wed by abstinence from solid food
they left him, taking him for baving
deviated from his path. Two weeks
after they had gone away the Lord
got enlightened at the foot of the
Bodhi tree in Uruwela (Bﬁddha Gaya)
in the beginning of the eighth week.
Anyway, he reached the Deer Park
at the end of the eighth week. Thus

this meeting between Lord Buddha

and the five disciples took place a_fter'

a seperation of ten weeks (Prapan-l
chsudani). '

In course of his, talk the Lord
told them that he had realised the
supreme enlightenment. Of course,
it took both time and effect for the
Lord to convience them of his Bu-
ddhahood. After having shown the
usual courtesy, all five of them sat
down before the Lord and listened
to what he said. It was evening time
and the eastern horizon was glowing
with the full moon (Hemawatasutta-

wanna). The term coutiuned all-
through the evening, long after sunset -

Anandabhoomi

(Dhammachakkasuttawanna).’

Thus the Lord spoke to them:

Dear monks, those who have re-
nunciated wordly life cught not stick
to extremes. Which two ?

1. The first one- to be attached
to sensual pleasures, which is low,
vulgar followed by only the ignorant
ignoble and profitless. - -

2. The second one- to practice
self-mortifying asceticism, which,
again is painful, ignoble and unpro-
fitable.

Monks, avoiding there two extre-
mes I (the Tathagata) have gained
the knowledge of Middle path which
leads to insight, knowledge, pacifi-
cation (peace), supernormal power
and salvation (nibbana).

~ Monks, what is that Middle Path
which the Tathagata has come to un-
derstand furnishing insight, know-
ledge, peace, enlightenment and sal-
lvation ? :

It is the Middle path Noble Ei-
ghtfold Path, viz...a,. Right Unders-
tanding b. Right Thought, ¢. Right
Speech, d. Right Action, e. Right
Livelihood, f. Right Effort, g Right.
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Mindfulness and h. Right Concen-
tration.

It is this Middle Path which the
Tathagata has cometo know of and
which furnishes insight, knowledge,
peace, supernormal power, enlight-
enment and salvation Four Noble

Truths.
Monks, birth is suffering, old age

is suffering, illness is suffering, death

is suffering, union with those whom

one does not like is suffering, sep-

araiton from who are dearto one
is suffering,not to get what one aspires
after is suffering, in brief, clinging

to grasping aggregates (upadanskand)
are suffering. This is the Noble

Truth regarding suffering.

Monks, this thirst (desire),Whi-
ch is repeatedly born, which accom-
panies sense pleasures, which makes
one cling to this or that- Consists of
a. thirst for sense pleasures, b. thirst
for eternal existence, lust after in
the Realms of Forms and Formless
Realnis, c. thirst associated with a

totally detached insight. This is
the Noble Truth regarding the
genesis of Suffering.

(130)
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Monks, the complete cessation of
this thirst, sacrifice, renunciation, the
state of being free affording no she-
Iter (for thirst etc.) == this is the No-
ble Truth regarding the cessation
suffering.

Monks, this Noble Path is the
way leading to the cesation of su-
fferings— Right Understanding, Right

thoughts, Right Speech, Right Action,

Right Livelihood, Right Effort, Right
Mindfulness and Right
ation.

Concentr=

In me arose the insight, know-
ledge, wisdom, lesarning, intuition,
that this Noble Truth of sufferings is
something that I had not heard of
before, that I must understand it and
that I have understood it.

Similarly, in me arose the insi-
knowledge, wisdom, Learning
and intuition that the Noble Truth
regarding the genesis of sufferingsis

something that I had not heard of
before, that I must understand it

and that I have understood it.

Again in me arose the insight,
wisdom, learning and intuition that
the Noble Truth regarding the cessa-

Anandabhoomi



tion of suffering is something that
I not heard of before, that I must
undersrand it and that I have under=

stood it,

Lastly, in me arose the inlight,
knowledge, wisdom, learning and
intuition that the Path leading to the
cessation of suffering is something
that I had not heard of .before, that
I must understand it and that I have
understood it.

Monks, so long asdid not posses

the actual knowledge of these four
noble truths in threefold ways (under-
standing suffering as realities, under-

standing them as worth learning and
understanding them as having been

learnt), I did not declare, before the
world of gods and men, that I have
realised the unequalled perfect Enli-
ghtenment. When I was fully con-
vinced that I am possessed of the
actual knowledge and insight into

the four Noble Truths then only I

I declare, before gods and

Anandabhoomi

men, that I have obtained the en-
lightenment, the supreme wisdom in
the universe. This transcendental
insight, this emancipation is not un-
steady it cannot be despoiled of. This
is my last birth, no more shall I be
born again. I came realise this as
well.

Thus the Lord spoke before the
five disciples and instantly and, on
the spot, Kaundinya got enlightened-
He immediately begged for ordina-
tion and his request was complied
with without delay. By and by Wa-
ppa and Bhaddiya, too, realised what
the Lord explained. They were the
second and the third to be ordained.
Lastly, Mahanam and Assaji were
enlightened. After their ordination
there were in all six Bhikshus, in=-
cluding Lord Buddha himself.

- Thus, with these six Bhikshus the
Buddhist order, the Sangha came
into existence.

The full moon day of Ashad in
this way, came to be associated not
only with the Dharmachakraprawar—

tan (i. e. the turing of the wheel of
Righteousness) but also with the
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formation of the Sangha (i.e. the
Buddhist Order).

In this regard, it should be noted
that the importance of the full moon
day of Ashadh, too, is no way, infe-

rior to that of the Waisakh full moon

day, so widely known in the Bu-
ddhist world as the thrice-blessed day.
the day when the Lord was born, the
day when he received enlightenment
and the day when he passes away.
But the supreme wisdom ' the Lord
acquired remained for two months
with him alone only as something of
his personal possession. Had it not
been revealed to the five foremost di-
sciples and to others henceforth, it

would have remained obscure and
disappeared along with the Lord. At
my rate, it could not have been avai-
led of my mankind.

Thus the human world could
ccme to know and be benefited
by Buddhism because of and only
after, the turning of the wheel of
Righteousness, i.e. only after the
full moon of Asadh, 528 A D. Herein
lies the significance of the Dharma-
chakraprawartan or the full moon
day of Ashadh, when he consider the
case from the practical and popular

point of view.
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