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The Hon. Editor,

- The Ananda Bhoomi Magazine,
Kathmandu,
Nepal.

Dear Sir.

I have much pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of
“The Ananda Bhoomi Magazine” recently per kind Favour of the
B. A. C Office of Kathmandu which contains the Biography of the
Late Venerable Mahasi Seyadaw of Burma,

It is gratifying to note that in Kathmandu, such an Orga-
nization like yours exists and publishs the only Buddhjst Monthly

Magazine in whole of Nepal.

Your Organizaitson’s aims and objectives of instillipg nat-
ional consciousness and encouraging the dissemination and propa-

gation of Buddhism in Nepal are indeed noble pursuits.

May I congratulate and wish you all success in your no-

ble endeavours.

Buddha Sasana Nuggaha Organization.

Yours in the Dhamma,
Dr. Ba Glay,
Vice-President,

[
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CAUSE AND EFFECT INSTEAD OF
REWARDS AND PONISHMENTS

-+ According to the Buddha the world is not so constituted. Buddhists

believein a:just rational of Kamma that operated automatically and

‘'speak in term of cause and ‘effret of reward and qunishment.

- A writer

(Rs)
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The rite to worship Buddha in Thailand

Siddhartha, our Lord Buddha,
was born on the day of the full
moon in the sixth month of the lunar
calendar in the year 623 B. C, At the
age of 16, He married Princess Phim-
pha or Yasodhara, by whom Hehad
a son named Rahula. When He was
29 years old, He left His home, His
family and His son, and became a
homeless wanderer in search of the
solution of the enigma of life. He
found enlightenment and became a
buddhaor a fully “Enlightened One”’
at the age of >5, also on the day of
full moon in the sixth month of the
lunar calendar. After having attained
Buddhahood, He travelled far and
wide, preaching and teaching His
wisdom to mankind At the age of
80, He passed away, again on the
day of the full moon in the sixth
month of the lunar calendar, leaving

Anzt“ndabﬁoonii

- Sirajaya Buddhi BAEDYA
Ambassador of Thailand.

behind Him the doctrine that proves
itself by the practice test of its own
merit and wroth - the Doctrine of
Dhamma. Thus, the day of the full
moon in the sixth month of the lunar
calendar of each year is a day of
the great significance to the Buddhi-
sts all over the World. It is the day
of triple blessing - the Birth, the
Enlightement and the Death or Nir-
wana of our Lord Buddha. It fis
known here as “Buddha Jayanti”,
but in Thailand we call it ““Visakha
Buja”> day. When this day comes
round each year, the thought of all
Buddhists throughout the world turn
to the memory of the Lord Buddha.

In Thailand, in commemoration

of this triple anniversary, besides it
isan official holiday to allow the

majority of its people, who are Bu-
ddhists, to perform their religious

(29)



rites, flags are also flown at all offi-
cial buildings and private homes.
Temple of the Emerald Buddha, in
the compound of the Grand Palace,
and all other temples throughout
the Kingdom are alive with human
activities. Official Ceremonies, which
last for three days, are participated
by Their Majesties the King and Qu-
cén, member of the Rcyal Family
as well as senior monks and high-ra-

nking officials. As for the Thai pe-

ople in general, foods are offered to
the Buddhist monks in the morning,
then the people go to the Chapel or
Ubosatha or a temple to hear the
Buddhist monks make their chanti-
ngs and later to listen to the sermons
delivered by the monks. On that ey-
ening, all cities and towns in Thai-
land are colourful with lights and
the people will go again to the temp-
les and walk clockwise slowly three

times around the chapel or Ubosat-
ha, to fill his or her heart and mind
with the veneration and gratitude
for our Lord Buddha. This is known
as “Wien Tien”’, which means ‘wal-
king round with candle”. After this
rite, many people will go into the
chaple to hear the monks make the-
ir chantings and later to listen to
their sermons. The sermons that evy-
ening deal particularly with the life
and achievement of our J.ord Budd-
ha. These sermons continue all night
long and devout Buddhists remain

and listen to the sermons throughout |
the night, genuinely dedicating the-
mselves to the veneration and wer-
ship of the Lord Buddha, His
Teaching or Dhamma and the Budd-
hist Order or Shangha. The Buddha,
the Dhamma and the Sangha in
Thailand referred to as the “Triple
Gem™ or Tri-Ratna.

X B8 X

ZEAL

Look now, O, Bhikkhus, I urge you Transient innately are all
compound; with Zeal work out your aim.

~ BUDDHA

(30)
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