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[ English

Role of Religionists For Peace in Asia

Various ways and means to pro-
mote peace everywhere have been so-
ught by all kinds of organizations and
leaders the world over, overa period of
decades now But the problem is still
found quite intractable. The reasons
have to be analysed, and prompt steps
taken to make the quest a more real
~ and earnest one. There isno gainsay-

ing the fact that something is lacking
or defective in the efforts made in the
matter so far. Otherwise some kind
of major break through should have
materialised by now But no ! Itis
hardly the case. It is true no doubt
that peace piece meal has been sought
and at times even won in several
places for a while, and even
then on a tenuous and fragile founda-
tion.

It is my modest opinion that the
search for peace, be it in Asia or on
a larger front, should at least now

Ananda-bhoomi

Nhuchhe Bahadur Bajracharya

Executive member, Anandakuti Vihar Trust.

take into serious account the moral
and ethical content of the idea itself
...... PEACE. And if thatis accepted
as a basis for continuing with the
search for ensuring peace in Asia,
there is little doubt that most people
would agree that the religious
morals and scruples should apply in
large measure, if success is to acom-
pany or attend the ventur:.

Buddha has been
accepted always and everywhere as
the beacon of peace. That is not to
suggest that other religions have
lagged behind in the matter. But the
Buddha’s has b-en certainly one of
the most comprehensive and all-cons-
uming efforts of the kind.

Now, the

He had spoken of four major
obstacles to peace and the well being
of man:

1) Raj Matta: It flows from the great
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power one wields;

2) Man Matta: It is the product of
very high position held by any-
one, and the great recogpition it
ensures, at other people,s hands;

3) Dhana Matta: It is something
which is easily traced to massive
wealth one has; and

4) Yovana Matta: It comes from the
power and vigour
vitality.

Itisnot a question at all of
eliminating all the four good things
of lifealtogether from human life,
before looking for a chance to being
in a position to bring peace and good-
will among men. Not at all ! Fact i is,
all the four precious assets are invalu-
able to mankind, but it is never found
possible to have them ' distributed
equitably among all, or even most
people. It is unlikely that such an
ideal condition would ever come to
mankind’s help either ! So it isa
question of how bestto find a solution
to obviate to a  great extent  the ill
effects of the four malodies aff licting
msn and their parsuit of good goals

and aims... one of the most 1mportant
one being PEACE.

The Buddhist way of life teaches

[50]

of youthful

the virtue and feasibility of rectifying
the faults and remedying the ill effects
there of. It has reference to what is
known as the CHATUR BRAMHA
VIHAR ...... or the four walls, which
when erected properly, in the proper
place, for the proper purpose, would
yield the desired results:

1) Maitri: Itis more an abstract

- thing, than a tangible and con-

crete matter. Maitri is a form of

- feeling in man, and is essential to

counter the bad effects of human

failings. It is love in its empirical
fbrm;

2) Karuna: It denotes the active
virtue of kindness in actual ac-
tion and practice, It should be
obvious therefore that Maitri
has necessarily to be supplemen-
ted by Karuna, in order to make

the goodness in man really pro-
duce a tangible result, in its
interaction with other people’s
feelings and needs;

3) Mudita : This again is a complex
matter, It denotes both the ahs-
tract and concrete things. It calls
for the sharing and participation of
people’s feelings and experiences.
On the face of it, it may sound
very easy; but it is hardly every
as simple !

Ananda-bhoomi



4) Upekchhya; The last of the
four antidotes prescribes a certain
degree of resignation, indifferene
and detachment from human fee-
lings and involvement in day to
day pursuits. That would bring
about a higher quality in oneself,
and also a more even handed bala-
nce to his thought and judgement.

There should be little hesitation
in our joint endeavour to make a

break through in the search for peace

in Asia, to inject such and similar stands the test of time-Beautifull
religious precepts for guidelines, espe- sums:?é&?iézhm.m.
cially since few materialistic formulae DEARMAPRIY

seem to produce any great result any im“h;'?ﬂ‘ﬁ!?“’"m
way ! 5
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