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- After Sambodhi What ?

(English Language)

Sambodhi is enlightenment. Sam-
bodhi brings a change in your word
outlook. Formerly it was self-centred;
now, may be, it is nature centred with
self-nonexistence or Brahma - centred
with self completely dissloved in it.
But the word remains the same.

Before Sambodhi, you have pro-
bably spent a lot of time doting about
it, preparing-for it, doing charity and
meditation and all that; you have per-
haps risked your word to have a

glimpse of it. You might have been
told that Samdodhi brings to you the

greatest joy on earth. Then imagine
your wild goose chase ! But, the irony
of it'is that the more you run after it,
the farther it recedes away from you.
Because Sambodhi comes to you when

all chases cease and you are just your-
self, nothing more and nothing less.

After Sambodhi, the joy of run-
ning after it ceases, the glory of being
a sanyasl ceases, the joys and the tor-

16

- Ganesb ‘Pathik’

moils of your self-centred world cease,
But you remain just as you are, and
the world remains just as it is, Nirvana
existed because samsara was there, and
you took the samsara as samsara, be-
cause your eyes were fixed on nirvana.
Niravana and samsara were born to-
gether. In fact, there is neither nirvana
nor samsara, it is just what it is.

After sambodhi you are left with
the world as it is really is. There is
still the poor washerman going from_
door to door with his bag of clothes,
the dogs are still quarelling in the str-
ects for a piecc of bone, the blind
b>ggar is singing the praise of Rama
for a piecs of aluminium, and the die-
hard drunkard next door is going to
beat his wife when he will be back
home late at night. So, what are you
going to do with this mad, mad

world ?

Run away from it ? That is what
a non-sambo-dhi man would do.

Anandabhoomi



There is no need to run away now,
since you are now in perfect harmony
with it. Get immersed in it ? No, be-
| cause you are now a sambodhi-man.
You have killed all the desires to get
immersed. Just stand there looking at
all the woes and miseries of this world?
You cannot do that so long as you
have a drop of tear in your eyes for
the ‘suffering world. Moreover as a
Sambodhi-man you realise the woes
and miseries of the world now more
than ever before, and you feel compa-
ssion for all that. Advise the world to
forget the reality and chant harinam ?
Making religion an opium for the peo-
ple would still worsen the situation.
So you are left with only one
alternative - work to improve the lot
of the people. That means work for
better education, better health, better
transport, better production of crops
and other necessary goods, better dwe-

All man are as my children,

D (VW =) I —— VW (VW [ -—'l'il((—-‘lmf——-)ml"—-)ﬂff——'-)m(—)'HM'—-)ﬂf{—\‘i‘l‘—‘\w(;—'“ﬂ(é;‘l}k(;-—'-)w( ——VM{(

lling places and so on. And you know
what it means to work especially in an
underdeveloped couhtry like ours, with
a group of people who like famished
wolves are easily carried away by
greed, hatred and avarise. The only
advantage you have got now after
Sambodhi is that you no longer feel
the blows and hardships of your work.

And surely you can work better,
that really means enjoy your work
better. You will be still gathering
pumpkins grown in your garden and
selling out them in the market place,
but now you will be selling them with
a whistle of music, because the voices
of your starving children will no longer
pinch your heart. And you can enjoy
a sound sleep in spite of everything.
Nevertheless you will be working for
a better world as long as you continue
your existence on earth. That is what
life is really for ! &

Happiness must I give to the whole world.

- Emperor Ashoka
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