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( English)

The h/lahasangl'lika
$chool of Buddhis

The Mahasanghika School of
Buddhism is popularly known as

Mahayaua, According to the historY

of Buddhism..Jhe community of the

Buddha was divided into many reli-

gious sects after the death of Buddha.

The rnost prominent wer.e Mahasanghi-

ka or the Mahayana and sthaviraw'adin

or the Hinyaqa.

Mahasanghika used to aPPIY rea-

son to Buddha's teachings, According-

ly, any man can achieve the status of

Buddha. Mahayana means the higher

path for the attainment of Nirvana.

The aspirants of the Mahayaoa sects

aspirc to reach the stage oi Bodhisatwa.

It is after reaching this stage of that

one gets the capacity to do good to

others. The irleal of Mahayana is more

liberal and altruistic. They not only

seek their own liberation but aim at

cosmic good. Thus, its ideal is univer-

sal.

Anandabhoomi

O V. A. Kanakdwip.

The Mahayaqa finds place for.

the worlds persons that they cannot

themselves make efforts for their libe-

ration For them, the compassion of
Buddha can also lead to the liberation.

In Mahayana,ithe Buddha became the

ideal of vlorship and is identified with

the ultimate existence. Siddhartha

Gautam was adored as the incarnation
of Buddha.

There were great scholars of
Mahayana. Among them, A,shva

Gosha, Nagarjuna, Vasu Bandhu and

Arya Deva were the renowned figures,

who aimed at its utility.

, According to them, the transcen:

dental self is not false.

It has a healthY and sYmPathetic

altitude and liberal and' progressive

ideas, which adopted by Vajracharyas

of Nepal. Buddha was absolutelY a

rational one. He tried to prove every
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thing by rcasoning. Buddha has accep'

ted Prajna as thc ultimate knowledge'

On following the thesis of Prajna, the

Mahayanists were also divided into

two classes- Sunyabad or Madhyamik

aud Vijnanabad or Yogachar'

Madhyamik or SunYabail -

Aicording to SunYabad, the

ultimate reality is Sunya. It is forwor-

ded by Nagarjuna that the ultimate

reality is neither existent not nonexi'

stent, ueither botb existent and non

existent not different from both' Thus

the ultirnate reality is entirely defiere'

nt from these four categorier' It is

attributeless. He has called Sunyata

by the name of cf,ltq stilTIE as well.

The element is Swalakshana. Hence

whatever is born of material cause

depends on something other than

itself. It's origination is not origination

in faot i. e. it is Sunya. Those' who

follow the role of Madhyama Marga

are Madhyamikas. Then, Bajracharyas

adopted the life of Madhyamikaliving

in the world and dining at the weltane

of living beings.

28

Accordiog to the great Philoso'
pher of Madhyamika Buddhism,"there

are two truths on the Buddha's tea-

chings. One is empirical truth for the

ordinary people. The other is transce'

ndental trutlt. Those persons who do

not understand the dlstinction between

there truths cannot know the subtle

points of Buddha's teachings.

The lrladhYamik PhilosoPhers

believe in the transcendental realities'

Along with physical world they also

discuss the existence. All the things

of the world are relative. Thus the

Sunyabad can also be called Relati-

vism. The dharmas of the worlds

objects dependupon other objects and

their existence requires the existeuce

of other objects' Nothing has its own

definite, abstllute and independent

nature. All there are empirical truths'

Nagarjuna Preached the doctrine

of depe ud:nt origination in his book

Madhyamika Karika and saYs that

from the transcendent standpoint Pra'

tityasamutpada is it self Nirvana' Some

critics have exPlaimed that when

Ansndabhoomi



Nagarjuna proves ever.ythingto be non

existent it is only from the transcen.

dental starrdpoint.

According to SunYaba"d, the

transcendeotal truth is known through

seif experience. If requires Samadhi in

the form of Chitta, the practice of

Samadhi leads to the alousal of Pra'

jna and the aspirant has a balanced

Chilta. This leads to the epxerience of

the ultimate reality. Sanradhi also

requires renunciation as well as the

knowledge and practice of Six Para-

rnitas e.g. Charity,Sheela, Peacefulness,

Varility, Concentration and Spiritual

Consciousness.

Thus, the aspirant realize the

Sunya both through knowledge as

well as action.

Yogachar o, Vi;n"ranuO-

Yogachar or Vijnauabad is also

a school of Mahayana. It is known as

Vijnanabad because all things are

mere consciousness according to this

theory. It is also callecl yogachara

bec.ause in it the aspirant must go

through the practice of yoga. Chitta

is every thing in yoga. Then, the ten

stage of Boddhisatwas rvill make a

man Buddha.

€D
t

$elt

He who knows the nature of his self and under'

stands how is.senses act, finds no room for this'l'
snd tkus he will attain peace unending. The world

hotds the thoug't of, 'I', and from this arises false

apprehensions.

.4nanffioofiii

* E3rrddha
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