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Buddhists of ail sects, Unite ! '

(English Language)

In our counrty we see many kinds
of Buddhism in practice such as The-
ravada, Vajrayana, Mahayana etc. All

these dlifferent forms of Buduhism has.

their own historicity and cultural heri-
tage. However, since unity and not
diversity 'amongst the various sects of
Buddhists is demanded by the present
times, it would be worthwhile  here to

review the basic tenets of Buddhism

common to all sects and vow ourselves
as Buddhists to keep on to these prin-
ciples without caring too much for the
ritualistic or mcthodological differen-
~ces.
The basic aim of a Buddhist is to
achieve extinction from suffering or

Nirvana. Now, from one who has con-
quered oneself and achieved Nirvana,
only good deeds to maintain peace and

order of nature among the human be-

ings will flow out naturally. This
" basic nature of an ‘attained’ . indi-
vidual rules out the difference that is

commonly alleged that Theravada is

Anandabhoomi

-Dr. Ganesh B. Mali

individualistic in approach while Ma-
hayana is not.

In fact, the use of the very terms
Theravada and Mahayana has been un-
fortunate, for it breeds the feeling of
superiority -and inferiority complex
amongst the Buddhists. Lord Buddha

(G. B: Mali)
himse!f would never approve a division

or schism of the sangha, less so, would
he approve the division of his religion
into various sects. It would be better
for us to regar& the multiple sects of
Buddhism (Theravada, Mahasanghika,
Puggalavada, Sarvastivada, Sautran-”
tika, Wisdom school Madhyamaka,

17



dehisattvayana, " the Faith School,

Yogachara, ch,' Mantrayana, Vajra-
yana, Sahajayana, Kalachakrayana,...)
as different branches that decorate a
single tree- Bulddhisrn, united in the
- strong steﬁa of basic principles although
.-differing- a little bit in ritualistic or
We should

never allow the stem to grow thinner

methodolical approacbes.

and allow the branches to grow thicker
thus splitting the tree into pieces and
ultimately killing it. B

Times have changed. Gone are
those days when 'péop]'c used to live by
their religions, when religions formed
~ the hub of daily life activities. Revo-
_luthnaused by new approaches in
seience ‘and tcchnologles, and indus-

trlahzatlgn_ changing the basic pattern

of sodial life and the very nature of

economic and political structure, peo-
ple in all nations are looking for
means to bring peace and harmony i
their nations through the right type of

socio—political set up. Rcligion is now

left to play the secondary role of brin-
ging peace to the human hearts during
the toils and troubles, activities and

18

frustrations of everyday life. Gone are -
the Gurukula days of religious educa-
tion, instead we see the educational
institutions of today répid]y replacing
moral and religious training centres.
So, Instead of making fuss about mi-
nor ritualistic approaches, the
Buddhists, should unitedly make effort
to supply our young and old genera-

We,

tion alike, with the very stuff which
modern education lack - a scientific
view of life and philosophy of existen-

ce inorder to enkindle the light that

brings the much needed inward' peace
in their-heai'ts whilst they may be la-
bouring hard in the task of building a
prosperous nation, or a better world

to live.

And Buddhism, precisely, is that
scientific religion which is capable of
catering to the needs of our youths,
who, crushed by the dry bones of "pre-
sent system of education, is suffering
from the dreadful disease of moral and
spiritual vaeuity. Buddhism can pro-
vide guidelines for conducting every
day activities peacefully amidst the
odds of life. |

Anandabhoomi



- We will hereby take a glanceat angd Mahayana Buddhism. The follow-
the differences and then review in  jno table summarises the difference
some detail the basic principles of < among the various types of Buddhism:
Buddhism that underlie both Theravada ;

A. Theravada
Original Buddhi-
sm, Theravada,

Mahasanghika,Pu- >

& ggalavad.a,Sarvﬁsti—
vada Sautrantika.
B. Mahayana
Wisdom SchooL
Madﬁyamaka;

Bodhisattvayana

Buddhism of
Faith.

Method of achieveing deliverance

Termination of rebirth through era-

dication of the causes of rebirth and

suffering, viz craving and ignorance,

by means of self-discipline and

enlightenment.

Realisation of ‘the emptiness of the
empirical person and of all things
and insight by means of wisdom
that this Emptiness is the abso-
lute and libaration.

Relief from unwholesome karma

through the assistance of

Bodhisattvas.

~ Through faithful confidence in Tra-

ncendent Buddhas (especially Ami-

tabha)teo obtain rebirth in a Buddh-

ist paradise. To be reborn in one of
the Buddhist paradises (especially-
Sukhavati) where the faithful matu-

re towards Nirvana.

T

Anandabhoomi

Ultimate Goal

. Premortal and
post—morfal :
-Nirvana.

as above

To ' become one-
self a Bodhisatt-

~va,and to achie-

“ve active

passive Nirvana.

Nirvana.

and
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Yogachara

Zen (Ch'an)

Mantrayana

* Vajrayana

Sahajayana

Kalachakravana

20

Realisation the everything is’ mind on-
ly and return to the Pure Mind
(=Liberation)

Realisation by means of meditation
that everything is’Mind only’ (=Budd-
ha Heart, =Liberation)

Deliverance through knowledge of the
identity of the individual concious-
ness and Base-conciousness by means
of psychologically effective Mantra
and Mudras. '

Through seed formulas the Sadhaka
ideates Transcendent Bodhisattvas
with whom he emotively identifies

himself. He so experiences the essen-

tial all-identity and becomes aware of
his essential Jiberatedness.

Through discarding vain thinking
which is the cause of multiplicity, the
Yogin intituitively grasps the interwo-
venness of samsara and Nirvana and

by this realises liberation.

Liberation through the realisation of
the parellelism between man and cos-
mos. The mystical union with the Pri-
meval Buddha Kalachakra reveals all

the insights important for liberation.
[Cotinue to next issue]

Nirvana

- Premortal and

post-mortal
Nirvana

as above

as above

as above

as above

Anandabhoomi
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