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And pasa;ing out of the last stage
of Rapture he immediately expired.
( Dialogues of the Buddha II. p. 175)

Q%
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(Continued from Previous Issue)

‘Buddhists of all sects,

Unite !

(English Language)

A review of the above table reveals

that there is no difference in the ulti-

~mate goal for the different yanas,

which is Nirvana, premortal and post
mortal. The only difference lie in the
methodologies to attain Nirvana.

Self-dlscipline and enlighteame-
nt, engagement in wholesome karmas,
realisation of emptiness of everything,
faith in the saving power of the Ta-
thagata, realisation of pure mind
[Liberation, Budha Heart, Unity of
Individual and Cosmic Conciousness,
Bucddha Nature of Oneself, Ideation
with Transcendent Beings] — these
are the various media used under the
methodologies to attain Nirvana. Wh-
atever be the methdologies emplo-
yed, it is clear from a bove list of the
media that final de\-felopme'nt of the

Insight of the Truth [Prajna] is essen-

~ tial in all forms of Buddhism. The

candle of Prajna latent in every human

heart has got to be lihghted so asto

Anandabhoomi

-Dr. Ganesh B. Mali

throw light into the final Truth of
Existence, no matter whether a matc-
hbox, a flintstone,burning coal,burning
splinter, hotiron, electricty or electrionic
lighter is used in the process as media.
The various media used to Jight candle
depend on the time, place and circum-
stances and the prevalent ideologies-
of the time. No matter whatever media
is used to light the candle, its light
reveals to the seeker the basic essence

of Buddhism, which is common to all
the yanas: viz, (a) deliverance from
suffering, (b) rebirth (sowing of good
deeds) (c) Law of Nature, (d) Imperm-

anece and (e) Selfiessness.

An essential point of difference
between Theravada and Mahayana is
that whereas for Theravada which is
historically the earlism the world is
but appearence and it does not conc-
ern itself with whether or not some

essence exists behind the empty trans-
ient phenomena rolling on, and wher-

eas the world is considered as nothing

&



but that which is reflected in man’s
Mahayana Buddhism

which appeared later on (about Ist

~ conciousness,

century B.C.) went a step further along
the line and argued that if the empiri-
cal is a mere phenomenon of which we
can never be sure to recieve a faithful
image through our sense organs, then
we are entitled to regardit point-blank
as illusion. It further argued that what
is illusory and lacks an individual ego
or soul is empty. IConsequent{y Empti-
ness (Sunyata) is the essence of the
world of phenomena: the attributeless
absolute of all empirical beings and
things. The illusory and the Absolute
was regarded as interwovenor twinne.d
(sahaja) ; The absolute and the Illu-
sory is inherent in samsara and
Nirvana, whicn are basically the same,
viz the dictum: “Things are not what
‘they seem, nor are they any different.”
‘The Absolute represented the Thusness
(tathata) of things, the essence the
behind the worldly phenémeua, the
Adi-Buddha.

Based further onthe Adi-Buddha
{Absolute) a system further developed

0

of Transcendent Bubdhas Sambhoga-
kaya ) - Vairochana, Akshyobhya,
Ratnasambhava,  Amitabha,
Amoghasiddhi,  Earthly  Buddhas:
(Nirmanakaya): Kakrucchanda, Kana- ;
kamuni, and

Maitreya, Transcendent Bodhisattvas:

and

Kasyapa, Gautama
Samantabhadra, Vajrapani, Ratnapani,
Avalokiteswara and Viswapani. Very
soon, Bodhisattvahood became a
striking characteristic of Mahayana
Buddhism.

Considering philosophically, the
very nature of relative subjective
world of suffering, when concieved
fully in its total impermanent and
non-self nature leads us. naturally and
logically to the conception of the
existence of an attributeless absolute

realm of Nirvana, which wasdistinctly

felt as an abode of sect in Theravada
from the toils and troubles of the
samsara, but was not much spoken of.
But graspihg it as the very essence of
existence, the Absolute, Mahayana
traeated. Itindifferent ways and devised
several means, long and short, to

attain It.
Cotinue to next issue

Anandabhoomi
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