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(English Language)

_Message of Peace and Love

[] Harischandra Lal Singh

‘Go forth, O Bhikkhus, on your wander-

ings, for the good of the Many- for the
happiness of the Many, in compassion
Jor the worlg- Jor the good, Jor the wel.
Jare, for the happiness of gods and men.
Let not two of you go the same way.
_ -Mahavagga
The Buddha'’s message of peage
:and love for the welfare of mankind
1S the b._aéic theme as well as the spirit
of Buddhis_m’. The Buddha is alwéys
after truth, welfare of mankind and
Peace in the worlq. The call he made
‘Was not for an individual, a body of
individuals, g sect or class, ete. It was
meant for all. This ‘
Spirit of Buddhism.
Renunciation-
Whenever we think of the Budd-
ha and Buddhism, we first of all
think of Four Noble Truths, the
Middle Path and the Eightfold Path.
This s basic and elemental. truth. It is
the Buddha’s love and Sympathy for

is the universal

28

the suffering humanity which led him
to renounce the life of pomp and ple-
asure to find out the causes of suffer-
ing, ways offreeing from the bondage of
suffering and complete liberation from
the cycleoff birth and ' death. Siddhar.
tha Gautam called himself the Buddha,
the Enlighfened one and as a Boddhi-
sattva, one virho'suspends salvation for
the welfare of mankind but is destined
to be a Buddha, after the full under-
standing of Four Noble Truths and
pursuit of the Bightfold Path. The

.Buddha took renunciation as a first
~ step

towards understanding Four
Noble Truths. The Buddha’s is there-

" fore a doctrine of renunciation, dedica—

ted to search of truth for lessening the
sufferings of mankind. The Buddha
was a lover of hnmanity. So he gave
the message of peace, love and tolera-
nce. He was against religious dogmas.
Religious dogma leads to discord. Dis.
cord leads to hatred. These things do

 Anandabhoo mi



‘not contribute to wisdom and peace.
Don't after hearsay ? Think yourself.
“Get to the truth. These were the advice
given by the Buddha. That is why
Buddhism is called the most scientific
and most philosophical of religions.
JNon violence- :

The Buddha laid stress on non-
“violence, toleration and mutual respect
.of all men, all races, and all creeds.
‘Several factors are involved for the
Tising tide of fiolence and cruelty in
‘the world. Chief amongthem are igno-

rance, greed, hatred and jealousy. If

these can be suppressed, we can re-
‘main away from violence and its atte-
nding evils. The goal of Buddhism is
“to create a society free of sufferings,
a society full of life and vigour, a so-

ciety founded on reasen, ethics and

‘morality. The Buddha taught the doc-
trine of non-violence but took pains
to confine it within reasonable limits
for practical purposes. Tais is an ins-
tance of the Middle Path. The Bu.
ddha addressed monks :

“Neither abstinence from fish or flesh,
nor going naked, nor scarificing to Agni,

_nor reading the Vedas, nor making offe-

Anandabhoomi

ring to priests, nor sacrifices to the gods
will cleanse q man who is not free from
delusions.”

He condemned the killing of
animals even for food but did not

_altogethér forbid the eating of flesh

and fish. This led one scholar to con-.

Clude that scholar observe that the

Buddha taught, not the glory of God,
but the power of love. It was his pur- .
pose “to flush the world with love.”

Dignity of man-

The positibn of man in the wo-
rld was dignified by Buddhism. Man’s
position is considered in significant
in conparision to gods. The Buddha
asks monks not to accept anything on
blind faith, not even god. Buddhism,
therefore, makes man his own master.
Ven. Dr. Rahula says, ““According to
Buddhism, there is no higher being

that sits in judgement over his affairs

and destiny. That is to say, our life,
our society, our world, is what you
and I want to make out of it, and not.
what some other unknown being _
wants. Laying stress on self—reliaﬁc_é,

the Buddha said to Ananda :
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“Oh ! Ananda, be ye lamps unto your-
selves. Rely on yourselves, and do not
.relp on external help. . .. Those who
shall be lamps unto themselves, not rel-
ying upon and external hely, but hold-
ing fast to the truth as their lamp, shall
‘reach the very topmost height.”

-Mahaparinirvana Sutranta

This is the main reason why the
message. of love, peace and compa-
ssion of the Buddha is remembered
and cherished in the world today. Cer-
tainly, if the world is to be made free
of all kinds of tension, turbulence and
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violence, the pursuit of Buddhist ideals-
is vitally needed. Let me conclude by
quoting prof. Lakshmi Narasu, “The
Buddha towers above the founders of
other religions by his life, by his pers-
onal character, by his method of pro-
pagandism he employed, and by his
final success. In him were united the
truest princely qualities with the inte-
lligence of a sage and the passionate
devotion of a martyr. Though born
of an aristocratic and ruling class, the
Buddha lived the life of an ordinary
citizen, dicarding the narrow distinc-
tions of caste, rank and wealth."2(
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