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Unity of South and North Korea _fﬂ_.

[] Ven. Bhikkhu Maitri
Kathmandu

«Nahi Verena Verani Samman-
teedha Kudacanan Averenaca Samm-
-antee Esa Dhammo Sanantano’’

Hatreds never cease through ha-
‘tred in this world; throﬁg’h love alone

‘they cease. This is an eternal law.

«Parecana vijananti mayamettha

‘yamamase.
Ye ca tattha vijananti tato samm-
-anti medhaga.

The others know not that in this
.quarrel we perish; those of them who
realize it, have their quarrels calmed
ithereby.

This passage is taken from the
-«Dhammapada,” the text that recounts
_the Buddha’s speech. It is a 2534 year
‘old saying, but it is appropriate even
-today. '

North Korea and South Korea
‘havc been separated for the last 45
-years. Now, although most of the
_other countries which were also sepa-
yated, like East and West Germany,
“North and South Vietnam and the two
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Yemens, have realized the law of unity
and reconciled with one another,

‘North and South Korea have yet to

share in this happy event. They are
only now starting to understand how
they can best promote their own peace

and contentment.

The two countries used to ‘be
one. People in South Korea have rela—
tises in the North, and North Korean
people have family in the South. For
45 years the border has been closed
and these relation have been unable
to meet for the North Korean people,
admission to South Korea is prohibi-
ted, and this also holds to in reverse
and additionally, they are even unable

~'to send letters to one another. The

people in both conutries are unhappy

_about this division of families. They

are anxious to see their relations. The
two countries must be reunited, but
how ?

There is a story that I think fits
this situation very well. In the Bu-
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ddha’s time, there was a group of Bhi-
kkhus who were quarreling. The fight
started because two monks, Dhamma-
dhara and Vinayadhara, disagreed over
a very small thing at the time, there
was a rule for the other which said
that when a monk goes to the bath-
room, he must take a full. bucket of
water with himto the toilet, and he
must power out the entire bucket be-
fore returning from the washroom.
Now, Dhammadhara did not reliaze
this, and when he went to the toilet,
he would only pour out half the bu.
cket. The other of half wounld remain
full of ywater. One day, Vinayadhara
confronted him and asked him why he
only used half a bucket of water. I>ha-
mmadhara replied that he had not
that rule, and asked Vinayadhara to
forgive him. Vinayadhara agreed to

forgive him and said, “Since you did

not know the rule before I .told you,
you have my pardon.” And both mo-
nks thought_ that the ‘small quarrel
. was finished.

But later,  Vinayadhara went to
the house of some of his devotces.
When he told them about what had
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happened, the lay people were Surpri-
sed. “Why, he doesn’t even know such
a small rule,” they said. “He must be
very stupid”. Then, they went to the-
house of one ‘of Dhammadhara’s.
devotees. ““Your teacher {is very
stupid, “they said, -the doesn’t even.
know the smallest rules.” :
“How can you say that ?”’ Dha-
mmadhara’s devotee asked.
“Vinayadhara told us,” they res--
ponded, and they told them the whole
story. After scme time, everyone in
the village came to know of this inci--
dent. And Dhammadhara too . When:.
his disciples came to him and told him.
‘that their .devotees had heard from
Vinayadhara’s devotees that Vinaya--
dbara thought that Dbhammadhara
was stupid, Dhammadhara became:
angry. “Vinayadhara said that he had.
forgiven me, “he thought. I told him
that I had not know of the rule and
he gave me his pardon. But now he

‘says that T am stupid. He must not

have forgiven me,”” he thought. “Vina-
yadhara is a liar.”

And with this, an argument .
developed. Dhammadhara fought with
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"Vinayadhara and Vinayadhara fought
with Dhammadhara, and Dhammdha-
-ra’s devotees fought with Vinayadha-
ra’s devotees. And all over such a
small thing as water in a toilet bucket!
‘But from this thing, the village became
.divided. And altnough both sides were
unhappy, they refused to reconcile.
“Hearing of this, Buddha himself came
to advise them to stop their fight, but
these monks i gnored even the Buddha.
Since he knew that they would realize
their mistake in time. Buddha left
them to spend the rainy season alone
in a forest. He knew that, in his abse-
‘nce, they would stop fighting and cau-
sing themselves grief. '

The people in the country soon
.came to know of the reason tbhat Bu-
.ddha had left. And everyone was un-

‘happy, because they could mot see

‘him. They became angry with these
-monks who were so involved in their
fighting that they could not, see the
-grief they caused themselves and others
by making the Buddha go away. The
villagers even stopped giving food to
:the monks.

Finally, Dhammadhara and Vi-
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nayadhara understood what had happ-
ened. Because of a small misunder
standing, they had driven the wise
Buddha away:and brought suffering
to themselves and the other people
they lived with. They spoke with one
another and reunited. Their quarrels
were behind them, and everyone was

" happy again.

Now it is clear that the Korean
people are ready for reunification.-
They want to see their relatives. They
want to see their own country. They
want to correspond. And, they want
to be free. Like the villagers after Bu-
ddha had departed for the forest, they
realize the quarrel that divided the
country is unimportant in comparison
to the bonds that hold it together and
the sufferings that this division has

caused.

Both sides of the border have
Buddhist monastaries, and monks who
propagate Buddhism. Korea is a Bu-
ddhist country. And like the villagere
who came to realize the folly of not
following the Buddha's advice after
he had left, the Korean people now
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“Want to reunit their country. They are

ready now to heed the time recognized
wisdom of their traditlons, to follow
the Budha’s advice. '

The day before yesterday, repre-
sentatives from the two Koreas again
agreed to another round of talks in
Seoul. The issues that have arisen
through 45 years of separation are
Iargc and they will be difficult to rec-
tify, but it is impossible to ignore the
hope that they can and will be reso-
Ived if mutual respect and trust are
upheld. Like the other people in the
Budha’s country in the story, the other
countries of the world are hoping that
these talks will lead to a sincere reco-
nciliation. And, as Buddhists, we share

this wish for peace.

In Buddha's time, in his country;
the Sakyas and the Koliyas started to
fight about a water source. The Sak-
yas wanted to claim the Rohini river
for their territory and the Koliyas
wanted the same. While they were
fighting, Buddha came. He asked them
“What is the more important thing,
water or human blood ?"” The people
replied that blood was the more impo-
rtant thing. 'l:"herefore, Buddha advised
them not fo spill each other’s blood.
To understand each other, he said, is
the far greater challenge.

In keeping with Buddha’s advics
we hope to see the reunification of
the one country, Korea. The difficul—
ties will be great, but the rewards will
be greater.

Real Fool

The fool who is aware of his foolishness is wise at least to that extent.

But the fool who thinks that himself wise is q Jool indeed .

Anandabhoomi
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