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(Contined from page 46)

and it floated to the opposite direction
of the flowingriver. He thought, it was
a good sign for him. He sat under
a Bodhi-tree at Bodhagaya and practi-
sed Meditation there. At last, he atta-
ined supreme knowledge. He became
Buddha, the enlightened one. It was
the full-moon-day of Baisakha.

After attaining supreme knowle-
dge he went to Deer-park at Saranatha.
He met five diciples & preached them.

That was the first sermon of the Bu-
ddha He went to many different cities-
preaching the knowledge he had attai-
ned for the sake of liberating people
from the sufferings.

He showed the easiest way kno-
wn as the middie way for attaining
“Nibbana" (free from birth) He pre-
ached the new philosophy of Buddh-
ism for 45 years. At last at Kushina-
gar He attained Nibbana at the age of .
Eighty. M
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__The Buddha - Gautama

[English Language)

-V. A. Kanakdwip
Gujarat (India) a4

“There was a great teacher who
came near to revolutionising the reli-
gious thougt of Asia.”

This was Gautam Buddha, who
taught his disciples in India and Nepal
about the human principles for the
world. Perhaps, Isaiah also was pro-
phesying among the Jews in Babylon
and Heraclitus was carrying on his
speculative inquiries into the nature of
things at Ephesus, in the sixth century
B. C. We have still to tell of two other
grez{t men, Confucius and Lao Tse of
that time.

Gautam was the son of an aris-
tocratic family which ruled an estate
called Lumbini (Kapilbastu) on the
Himalayan slopes. There was an inter-
esting story about him. After his ma-
rried-life and with a baby he had aba-
ndoned his kingdom. He got enlighte-
oment and began to preach others.

Accordingly, he did not forget
self, he concentrated upon self and
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sought to destroy it. All suffering he
taught was due to the greedy desires
of the individual. Until man has coan-
quered his personal cravings his life is
trouble and his end sorrow. There were
three principal forms that the craving
for life tools and they'were all evil. The
first was the desire of the appetites,
greed and all forms of sensuousness, the
second was the desire for a personaland
egotistic immortality, the third was the
craving for personal success, world-
1iness,;1varice and the like. All these
forms of desire had to be overcome to
escape from the distresses and chag-
rins of life. When they were overco-
me when self had vanished altogether
then Nibbana, the highest good was
attained. This was his teaching, a very
subtle and metapysical teaching indeed
not nearly so easy to understand as
the Greek injunction to see and know
fearlessly and rightly, and the Hebrew
command to fear God and accomplish
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righteousness. It was 2 teaching much
beyond the understanding of even
Gautam’s immediate disciples, and
Gautam's disciples declared that he
was a Buddha. Again, if Nibbana was
too high and subtle for most men'’s
imaginations, if the myth-making im-
pulse in the race was too strong for
the simple facts of Gautam’s life, they
could at least grasp something of the
intention of what Gautama called the
Eight-fold path in life. In this, there
was an insistence upon ‘mental upri-
ghtness, upon right aims and speech
right conduct and honest livelihood.
There was a quickening of the consci-
ence and an appeal to generous and
self-forgetful ends.

For some generations after the
Mahaparinibbana of Gautam, there
high and noble Buddhist teachings,
this first plain teaching that the highest
good for man is the subjugation of
self, made comparatively little head-
way in the world. Then they enquered
the imagination of one of the greatest
monarchs the world bas ever seen.
He was the Great Asoka the monarch

of whom we now have to tell, found
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himself in 264 B. C. ruling from Afg-
hanistan to the down of Madras-Kali-
nga. We have to mention him-because
he made vast benefactions to the Bu-
ddhist teaching orders, and tried to

stimulate them to a better and more
energetic criticism of their own accu-—
mulated literature. For corruptions
and superstitious accretions had accu-
mulated very speedily upon the pure
and simple teaching of Buddha. Missi~
onaries went from Asoka to Kashmir,

to Persia, to Ceylon and Alexandria.

Then, Buddhism spread— until
it had won China and Cambodia and
Burma -and Japan including Indo-
China countries in which it is predo-

minant to this day-

O

Buddha’s saying

Both the ocean and the dharma are
full of gems and pearls and

jewels, and both
afford a dwelling - place for mighty

beings.
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Gautama Buddha The great son of Nepal

—~Mrs. Sushila Shakya

There was a pleasent city, Kapil-
vastu in Taulibawa of the kingdom of
Nepal. There was a king named Su-
ddhodana who ruled Kapilvastu 2600
years ago. He had two queens named
Mahamaya and Prajapati. |

One night Mahamaya dreamed
that a white elephant with six tusks

| holding a white lotus came and went
t inside her womb. One day she disired
to go to her maternal home at Deva-
daha. Op the way between Devadaha
and Kapilvastu, there was a pleasant

grove of sal-trees known as Lumbini
The season wasfull of fragrant flowers.
She would like to rest there so

she stopped. .
She was about to faint by pain
but Suddenly caught a branch of the sal
tree with her right hand. It was the
full-moon-day of Baisakha of 623 B.
C. Queen Mayadevi gave birth a prince
mamed Shiddhartha. The newly burn
s took seven steps and there came

seven lotus. By showing his right
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index finger, people saw that he was
the suprime of the all beings *Aggo- '
ha massa Lokessa”

Yashodhara Devi, Chhana Sara-
thi, Bodhi-tree and auspicious jar also
came into being at the same time with
the birth of Shiddhartha. The little:

e

( Writer)
prince was brought up with due care
by his Aunt as his mother Mayadevi
died seven days after his birth.

One day king Shuddhodana in-
vited the famous sage Kaladevél to
consult with him about the future of
the prince. When the child was taken
to the sage he said that the prinée
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-would be a great man.

Prince Siddhartha was very kind
from his childhood. One day he saw a
-duck wognded with an arrow shoot by
‘his cousin brother Devadutta. So he
was shocked very much and saved the
duck from its death, The prince had a
luxurious life. He had lots of facilities
in the palace to live in. The' prince was
not happy even with all those facilities.
Suddhodana thought to look for a
beautiful princess for his son prince

Siddhartha was married to a beautiful

prince Yasodhara.

One day the prince asked his fa-
ther to go around the city for pleasure.
‘On the first day he saw a lean and thin
old man walking with the help ofa
stick. He was very weak. His face was
-wrinkled and he looked very ugly. The
prince was surprised and returned to

the palace with a sad face on the seco-
nd day, he went to another town and
there he saw a sick man. That sick
man could not bear the pain of his
disease. Again the prince was shocked.

On the third day, he saw a dead-body.

‘being carried on their shoulders by a
group of people. And again the prince
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“was shocked.

Next day he met a gentle and
peaceful monk in yellow robe coming
along the road. He was SO quiet and
calm with a smiling face as if, he was
totally satisfied the life.

The prince became happy seeing
that gentle monk. The prince returhed
to the palace, thought about the four
different views that he had seen. He
thought that life is full of misery. Man
must have destined to be old, sick &
die, so he thought the forth one was
the means to happiness. So he renou

nced the royal happiness and his belo-
ved wife Yasodhara and his tenderly
Joved son Rahula, to go in search of
ways to remove the suffering of mind-
kind.
He reached the bank of the river
Anoma. He cut his hair himself and
dressed like a sage- He medited many

years. He could not attain knowledge
even if he practiced deep meditation

for six years. One day a virgin lady
named Sujata offored him a bowlful
of rice pudding which was coocked by
herself putting it in 2 pindapatra
made of pure gold. After finishing 1

the bowl was thrown into the river
( Continue to Inside First Cover )
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