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Moral Types of Consciousness------- 
---,-

-subarna Man Tulailhar

Buddhism teaches that man is a

combination of "Name" (NAMA) and

'"form" (R1PA)' 1Name" here means

nThe conciousness of the things ftAmed" '

i-e.mental faculties or mind; similarly

''forrfi" means the "corporality or bo-

dily form"without which sensate beings

tannot exist. There.is nothing perma'

nent in' the NAMA-RUPA combina-

son. All things exist only for a moment

utd they are not permanent and abid-

ing. That which is called the mind or

consciousness is dfficult to tame' It
teeps up an incessant round of perish'

ing os one thing. and springing up as

sother.

Every bodilY deed is mind'made'

frIind is chief. It ,s the centre of all

phenomena. The description of mind

c,wt be given not only by its analysis

&wt also by its synthesis. The combina'

tffrn of varying mental states -gives us

a wicle range of several types and sphe'

lnandabhoomi

.(English Language)

res of consciousness which may be mo'

rat i.e. rooted in nonattachment, good

will and wisdom or imm;oral i'e' rooted''

in attachment, haffed and ignorance"

Here I limit mltself exclusively to the

identification and illustration of moral'

types of consciousness (KUSALA

CITTA) onlY of sensuous sPhere as'

described in the Abhidhamma Philoso'

phy taught bY the Buddha'

One rnbral consciousness becomes.

divided into two types according to the

feeling (I/EDANA\ wttich maY be

either ioyfut (SOMANASSA) or indi-'

fferent (UPEKSHA) Y

1) Moral consciousness with joyful'

feeling :'

A suitable illustration of this can

be lound in a person who recites sacred'

2) Moral bonsciousness with indiffe-

rent feeling .'

2r



A suitable illustration of this can

'be found in a person who recites saued

b ooks e xperiencing indifference.

These two types of moral consci-

.ousness can be further classffied into

two each from the point of view of
,whether they are accompanied by kno-

,wledge (GYANA SAMPAYUTTA) or

'whether they are un'accompanied by

knowledge (GYANA YIPAYUTTil.
This catogorization gives us four types

.of moral consciousness as follows:

ll) Moral consciousness with joyfull

feeling, and accomPanied bY kno-

wledge:

A suitable illus.tration of this can

,be found in a person who recties sacred

.books experiencing ioy, uuderstanding

their meaning.

2) Moral coosciousness with joyfull

feeliug, and not accomPanied bY

knowledge :

A suitable illustration of this can

"be found in a person who recties sacred

,books experiencing indffirence, uflder-

.standing lheir meaning.

28

3) Moral coosciousness with indiffe

rent feeliug and not accomPanied

by knowledge :

A suitable illustration of this cot'

be faund in a person who recites sacred

books experiencing indifference, under-

standing their meaning.

4) Moral consciousness with indiffe-

rent fecling, and not accomPanied

by knowlcdge :

A suitable illustration af this can

be found in a person who recites sacred

books experiencing indifference, with

out understanding their rneaning'

The four tYPes of rnoral consci'

ousfiess derived by us in the above ma'

nner can be even further classfied into

two each from the Point of veiw of

whether they are arising without indu'

cement by others (ASANKHHRIKA)

or whether they are arising only after

inducement by others ( SASANKHARI'

KA). Such a classification will give us

eight types of moral consciousness as

follows (Their corresponding Pali no-

menclatures are given within brackets) :-

Anandabhoorni



1) Moral consciousness with joyfull
feeling, rccompanied by knowle-
dge; and spontaneous.

(Somana-Sahagata; Gyane-Sam-
payutta; Atankharika Citta) :

A suitable illustration of this can

be found in a personwho spontaneously

recites sacred books expe.riencing joy,
understanding their meaning.

2) Moral consciousness with joyful
feeling; accompanied by knolylc-
dge; and induced

( Somanassa-Sahagat,. Gyana-Sam-

payutta; Sasankharika Citta):

A sttitable illustration of this can
be founcl in a person who at the sugge-
stion of ltis father recites sacred books

experiencing .ioy, understancling their

meaning.

3) Moral consciousness with joyful
feeling, not accompanied by know-
ledge; and spontaneous

(Somanassa * Sahagata; Gyana-
Vippayutta; Asankharika Citta) :

A suitable ilhrstration of this can

': found in a person who spontaneously

lnandabhoomi

recites sacred books experiencing jolr,
without understanding their meaning.

4) Moral consciousness with joyful
feeling; not accompanied by know-
Iedge; and induced

(Somanassa - Sahagata; Gyana-
Vippayutta,' Sasankharika Citta) :

A suitable illustration of this can

be found in a person who at tki sugge-

stion of his father recites sacred books

expe ri encing .i oy, w it h ou t un tle r s tan ding

their meaning.

5) Vtorel consciousness with indiffc-
rent feeling; accompanied by kno-

wledge; and spontaqeous

(Upekha-Sahagata; Gyana-Sam-

payutta ; Asankharika Citta) :

A suitabie illustratton of this can

be found in a person who spontaneousllt

recites sacred books experiencing indi-

fferen ce, under s tanding their meaning.

6) Moral consciousness with indiffe-

ront feeling; accompanied by kno-

rvledge; and induced

(Upekha- Sahagata; Gyana-Sam.
payutta; Sasankharika Citta):

2g



A suitable illustration of this can

be found in a person who at the sugge'

stilon of his father recites sacred books

exp er ien cing in differ en c e, under s tan ding

their meaning'

7) Ivloral consciousness with indiffe'

rent feeling; not accomPanied bY

knowledge; and sPontaneous

(Upelha-Sah agata; GYana-ViPPr

Yutta; Asankharika Citte)

A suitable illlustation of this can

be f.owd in"-a personwho spontaneously

recites sacred books experiencing indi'

fference, without understanding their

meaning.

8) Moral coasciousness with indffe'

rcnt fecling; not accomPanied bY

knowledge; and irrduced

( Upekha--S ahagata; GYana-V iPPa'

yutta ; Sisankhariki!iY]:--,,,,

A suitable illustration of this caw

be found in a person who at the sugge-'

stion of his father recites sacred books

experiencing indifference, without un-

aler standing th eir meaning'

An earnest seeker of truth requi'

res, in addition to tke knowledge of

consciousness in its various spheres' the

practical metltod by which that know'

ledg can be converted into realisation-

through tlte development of a habit of

meditation (DHYANA)' I amemphatic

on this point: lnany people associate

meditation with hoty people and regard

il as an aPProwd Path of Yirtue or all

ad,vanced form of the pious life' but it

is basically an intellectt'ru| game - an

academic exercise which can be ' done

by anyone irtterestEd in Yoga or pardr

psychological phenomena or in the po'

wer of the tnind on!ryk

*i,6*.,1ili:"$1[.T-"]H G: ;;i' o"n'n*' i u o'". sqt fqot'

E6f,I€ QoYc rrTa- t qimr tEa fuq' rg tfc 'tR 6l sqqei BIIf,?agA fa'6<et

sqRcra ggEt q"'J* 
"n*'=tt olg I q<tqm derl ilqamJ aT:i:r-.

faqeaw

tedqa qlqti fuq erqara?E qal(qfql.t 1T*g:'1-:::":"f*l

-fug idt, qEe{-TIf"?r {Ifi?E5dt fa6tt' Eqrq"

Anandabhoomi
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qJa qtatu duqet

ioYc {ItrI6 11, qtECtC'T-

qilesnict qe{ qagvr u* faafea gflorrt

*rirnq rqtl nqirl qrqtE5*fqEnm [xq xla'

dle uqrcufaril erq ieqnr rtqt\ +rtur flse

ta* uqual- "q dqEql rrgt\nr ounrcl atQt

qdcamt aluqsr't onrit o r 1a qric.l ?slttt

Q.a<rq dtfqa c€ E(slit $RI1i6l qlsrtrt

ttes] iqra c e'1. St. atfEct a'lar'lEqta] Eqa€Ir

{Rq6} ast c\qrm} qrrtia*iq qtttEt t GIt-
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