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World peace tht_ough Buddhism

(English Language)

O Ven. Sayadaw Thittila
Burma

In the world as a wnole there is
enough money and material and there
is no lack of the intellect. Yet something
fs lacking. What is it 2 The answer is
the spirt of fellowship- The lack of the
spirt of fellowship is the major cause of
war. Apart from military conflicts there
are perhaps many other conflicts, such
as racial, political, economic and even
religious. The chiee cause of nearly all
of them is the lack of the spirit of
fellowship.

In a conflict, each side has its
own conceit, but to hide it, both parties
have their own nicely-written labels,
such as *“‘New World Order,” “Co=
prosperity in East Asia,” and ““Civilis-
ing the Back ward Peoples.” In almost
every conflict each side blames the
other, both parties claiming that they
are right. They use even.the name of
religion to justify their actions. They

will try to persuade God to take there

side, but they do not seem to make any
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attempt to be on God’s side. They
claim that thereis only one God, but
they forget that if there is only one
God there must be only one family of
men. They treat one another not only
as strangers, but as enemies.

Taking all nations as one whole
there is in the world today sufficient |
wealth and ability of brain and organi- l
sation to abolish poverty, unemploym-
ent, hardship and cruelty of any kind
from all countries. It is possible for all
wen to do what work is necessary, if
only they would learn to understand

ecach other better by drawing closer.
The world possesses all the wealth that
it needs, and no one need to be poor in
a single country if it were only realised
by the various countries that they are
all one family.

" Buddhism teaches that misery and
suffering are not the result of the
wealth of God or Gods, butare th
consequences of man's ignorance of his

Anandabhoomi



own nature and of his surroundings.
The chief defect of our economic syst-
em is the existence of useless luxury
on one side and unnecessary burdens on
the other. The problem is to devise
some scheme.of production and distrib-
ution which will -make human life
lessburdened on the one side and less
full of useless luxury on the other. By
this I do not mean the socialism that
takes, but I do mean the socialism that
gives. The socialism of love which it
would only be possible in establish by

the proclamation and realisation of -

Worjd Fellowship.

The real spirt of fellowship whice
is lacking in the world can be promoted
through religion. Religion is an educati-
on of the heart with a view to refining
our nature and elevating us in the scale
of human beings. Religion is not merely
theory, but practice. The heart, like
the body, becomes healthy and strong
by practical exercise. No doctrine
merely held in the said mind asin
intellecual belief has any driving force.
No doctrinc is of any value unless and
until it is applied.

The Buddha said “‘A beaunfu!

Anandabhoomi
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thought or word, which is not Jfollowed
by a corresponding action, is like a

bright flower that has no scent, that

will bear no fruit:”” Practice of the

moral life is the very core and essence

of religion. It is action and not specula-
tion; it is practice and not theory that
couuts tn life. The will - to - do, follow-
ed by the doing, is the actual virtue.
The will does not count much unless it
is fulfilled. To put one’s high ideas and
concepts into practice is religion in the
best sense. Religion is not confined to

any one country or tq any particular

nation or race. It is universal. It 1s not
nationalism which,
merely another form of caste system,
Jfonuded on a wider basis.

Science proves that the fundamen-
tal structure the human mind is uniform

" in all reces. What difference there are,

are due to historical circumstances and
stages of developmeni. Without reconi-

tion of the onenéss of the world of

today in all its aspects, spiritual as well
as social, economic as well so polzt;cal

there will never be peace. The spirit of

world fellowship is the only logical
basis of all ture and high civilisation,
and real world peace.

To refrain from all evil,

To do what is good,

To purify the mind;

This is the teaching of the Buddha.
e :
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in other words, is
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