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(New Book)

(English Language )

The Buddhist Sangha : Paradigm
of the Ideal Human Saciety

This new study by the ven.
Sunanda Putwar seeks to picture the
Buddhist Sangha as a model of an
ideal society inwhich politics are govern
by ethics. The moral and philosophical
teachings of the Buddha provide the
historical basis for this argument. The
legitimate criteria of a moral stan-
dard are articulated by a moral philo-
sophy. Its focus on the sphere of ethical,
social and political thought in Buddhist
scriptures. This philosophy is guided
by practical and altruistic values rather
than by abstract dialectical intersts.

The important issue of inequality
among human beings is discussed in
“The Buddhist Sangha.” The purpose of
ethical practice is to establish order and

formulate the concept of an ideal
society in which there will be no ine-
guality. The Buddha himself formuated
a -religio-Political constitution which
is still valid and apotable to any natio-
mal constitution. His moral philosophy
sransends the boundary of a class or
caste system and views all human
Beings as equal from the same moral

wandpoint, regardless of their status.

Greed, hatred and delusion are

Anandabhoomi

peace on earth. This practice helps to

shown as the causes of all in the word.
The primary govermental aspects with
in the Sangha, confict and its resolution,
are discussed under the light of ethical
principles. The Buddha’s democratic
principles point to the necessity for
decentralization of power in a viable
soeiety. According to Buddhism, ethics
is an imperative in any political or

governmental regime.
The Sangha. governed by friend

' discipline, represents an ideal society

in the democratic manner. Vinaya
acts as constutional law, connecting
the Sangha to the laity, By adhering
to the vinaya rules, the Sanga is syst-
matic and dimocratic in determining
and administering its affairs. All dis-
ciplinary rules are intended to conduct
the behavior of the Sangha members.
The distribution of goods, power and
positions is similarly - systematized
according to the vinaya rules- By poi-
nting to the Sangha's democratic nature,
its emphasis on moral administration
and undustanding and its harmoniocus
interaction with kings and the general
public alike, this book demonstrates

how the Sangha can be a unique model
for an ideal society.
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