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Anna-Kondanna The First Disciple
by: Phra Maha Prayuddha Payutto Aryankara

On the fifth day after the birth
of Prince Siddharth, when ceremoni
of name-giving took place. Among
them Were eight learned men who
Wer: interpreters of bodily marks,
Examinining the bodily marks of the
child, seven of them held up two fing-
ers and prophesied that he would bec-
ome either a universal king ora
Bu1dha But the eighth, the youngest
of them, seeing the marks of the
Great Man (Mahapurisalakhana ) on
the body of the prince, held up only
one finger and said, “Verily this
child will be a Buddha.” And this
youngest Brahmin was Kondanna, the
first man to become a member of the
order (Sangha).

Kondanna was bora before our Lord
Budaha; in the village of Doravatthu,
not far from Kapilvastu, in a very
wealthy Brahmin family. He was
called ““Kondanna’ by his family na-
me. when he grew up, he knew the
three Vedas and well versed in the art
of interpreting bodily marks.

After the day of the naming cere-
mony, he lived waiting for the Bodh-
isatta’s renundiation. When the Bodh-

isatta renounced the world, the seven
other Brahmius were already dead.
So Kondanna went to their so's and
asked them to go with him to the
Boddhisatta, but only four of them
agreed with him.

Then Kondanna, with the four
other Brahmins-Vappa, Bhaddiya,
Mahanama and Assaji, left the world
and became the five aseeties (Panca-
vaggiye). For six years they dwelt at -
the Uruvela waiting upon the Bodh-
isatta who was practising self mortifi-
oation. But when he began to take
food again, they left him and want
livein at the Deer park (Isipatanam-
igadayavana),

Not long after his Enlightenment,
the Buddha went to the Deer park
and preached his First Sermon (pat\h
is generally called “Dhammachakk-
appavatana sutta” of the discourse
path ama Desana) to them. This sermon

of turning the wheel of the Doctrine.”
At the end of the sermon, Konda-

nna gained the Eye of truth (Dham-
macakkhu). then the Blessed one said,
Verily Kondanna has attained the
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knowledge. Verily Kondanna has
attained the knowledge, <“So bhis name
became ‘“Anra Kondanna” which
means Kondanna who hss attained
the kno vledg=.»He then asked Bu idha
for ordination and became the first
Buddhist mouk,

On the fifth day after the ordina-
tion, when the four other ascetics had
been Buddha preached
Anattalalakkhanasutia or “the Disco-

ordained,

urse oa no sign on any soul’” to them

VEN BHIKKHU
Ananda Kuti Vibar

Kathmandu, Nepal.
Ven, Sir,
Please accept our congratulations
on the scholarly production of

the four volumes in your Buddha-
kalin Series, The amount of energy
and time spent on this enterprise
would certainly be a productive of
benificient fruits in Sansara in your
treading the path of Deliverance. The
contents of the volumes ars also a
light shed on your scholarship. More-
over, the method of presentation and

specially in Nepal would undoub-

At the end of the sermon Kondanna
and the four others beeame Arahants.

Later on, at the Jeta Grove {Jet-
avan:) Buddha praised him saying
Anna Kondanna is the chief among
those Bik<hus who are of long stan-
ding.

When %e wasold. An' a=Kondsnna
Thera went live near Chaddante pool
in the forest, and there he passed
awa: before Buddha.

AMRITANANDA

tecly be of great benifit for both
Buddhists and others in Nepal of
understanding more clearly the Times
and Teachings of the Buddka, Your
intention of publishing of further vol-
umes to complete the Series would
undeubtedly be succesful,

May the fruits of this good Karma
lead you to Nibbana,

Yours in the Dhamma
Abeyaspkeri.
Hon, Secretary
Ceylon
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