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Buddhism after the Passing away
of the Buddha

As the Buddha grew old, many must
have considered the problem of succession to
the leadership of the Buddhist order, Deva-
datta was one of those, and he suggested to
the Buddha at an assembly of monks that the
Buddha, because of his age should hand over
the order to him-(Devadatta) Buddha refused,
and as Devadatta went on arguing, he firmly
replied.

Not even to Sariputta and Moggallana
would I hand over the order so would T ever

to you?

Devadatta went away in anger, and pro-
posed to his patron, Crown Prince Ajatasattu
that the prince should kill his father King
Bimbisara, and he would kill the Buddha. He
hoped that after Buddha had been Kkilled.
Ajatasattu would give official recognition to
his assumption of the leadership to the order.
He made three attempts to kill the Buddha,
but failed. Then he with two or three com-
panions, went to the Buddha and suggessted
that five new rules of austerity be introduced
into the rules of order.

They were:

1. that monks should dwell all their lives in
the forest, j y

2. that they should accept no invitation to
meals, but live entirely on alms obtained
by begging,

- Ven. Sayadaw U Sobhana, Burma

3. that they should were only robes made of
discarded rags and accept no robes from
the laity,

4. that they should dwell at the foot of a tree
and not under a roof, and

5. that they should obstain completely from
fish and flesh.

The suggested new rules were too austere
so should Buddha agree, there would have
been dissatisfaction in the order, However,
should the Buddha refuse Devadatta would
accuse the Buddha of being to lax,

The Buddha refused to accept the new
rules, and Devadatta tried to create a schism,
but failed. Devadatta’s death remove danger
of a schism but the problem of succession to
the leadership of to the order remained un-
solved, and must have continued to vex the
minds of many monks Thus, when the Bud-
dha had announced that his death was fast
approaching, his faithful attendant Ananda
said, full of hope that Buddha would have to
postpone the date of his death, ‘‘surely the
Lord will not attain Nibbana before he has
determined something about the order?”

The Buddha replied :

“What does the order expect of mel” I
have thought the Dhamma without making any

inner and outer, I have never been a closed-
fisted teacher with regard to the Dhamma.




One who would determine about the order,

should say, “I will lead the order” or “the
order shall look up to me! Why then should I
determine something about the erder?”’

Later on, when the Buddha was dying
Ananda asked for instructions regarding the
custom of the monks coming to worship and
attend on the Buddha after every retreat was
over, for, after the Buddha had died, where
should they go?

The Buddha replied that the monks
should make a pilgrimage to four places with
which the main events of his life were con-
cerned :

1. the place where the Buddha was born,
(Lumbini in modern Nepal),

2. the place where he attained enlightenment
(Buddha Gaya, near Gaya in modern
Bijhar),

3. the place where he preached his first ser-
mon (Deer Park Isipatan, modern Sarnath)
and,

4. the place where he passed away, “Pari-

nibbana’’ (Kusinara in modern Uttar Pra-
desh in India).

The Buddha also said,

“It may be Ananda that some of you
will say thus, without the teacher, where is his
There is no teacher for us,
“No Anarda you should not think thus. The
Dhamma and the Discipline taught and pro-
mulgated by me. Ananda will be your teacher
when I have gone.”

sublime teaching?

These words of the Buddha emphasised
that there was no problem of succession invol-
ved; the Buddha was the teacher of the order,

and there was no one who could take his
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place. On the other hand he emphasised the
essentially democratic character of the order,

and the fact that the order would not decay,
dissappear just because the Buddha was no
more, so long as there remained the Dhamma
and the rules of discipline (Vinaya).

By the time of the Buddha died (in 543
B.C) the chief disciples Sariputta and Moggal-
lana were no more and the most senior monk
surviving was Maha Kassapa who was in
another place with a company of same five
hundred monks when he heard of the news of
the Buddha's death. Amidst the general
lamentation of the monks, one menk is named
Subhadda who was old in age but young
in the numder of years as a monk, said
joyously:

Enough friend do not grieve or lament

for we are well freed from the great ascetic.
We have often been troubled by being told
that is be fitting to you; this is not befitting to
you.” Now we can do what we wish and
refrain from doing what we do not wish.

These jarring words made Maha Kassapa
realise how important it was to call a syned
together and draw up the texts of the teach-
ings of Buddha and the rule of the erder. So

that feelings of doubt and dispair on the
death of the Buddha might be prevented or

removed.

But his first task was to be present at
the funeral of his great Master, and thus he
hurried to the place where the Buddha had
died. He paid his homage to his Master at
the funeral pyre. After the funeral, the relics
of Buddha were divided among the Kings of
Northern and the middle India, and Stupas

(Pagodas) were built over them. In later



1%

centuries these relics were to be of great
importance in the expansion of Buddhism.

Maha Kassapa and the monks returned
to Rajagaha and under the patronage of the
King Ajatasattu ( who after the death of
Devadatta had become a great patron of
Buddhism, like his father before him ) the first
synod of council of monks was held. This took
place about 3 months after Buddha’s death.
Maha Kassapa took the leading partin the
synod by virtue of his great saintliness, and
also by virtue of his seniority. Even when
Buddha was alive, he had noticed with concern
the tendency among some members of the
order to be lax towards the rules of the order
and he had even sought the advice of the
Buddha in the matter. He himself led a life
of great austerity, dwelling in the forest de-
pending only on alms food actually begged
and wore a robe of rags. Itis thought that
when the Buddha exchange robes with Maha
‘Kassapa, he was foretelling in effect that,
after he passed away. Maha Kassapa would
took after the order holding the first synod.
Buddha, at the point of his passing away, had
told Ananda that after his death monks should
discontinue the prevailing custom of address-
ing as “Friend’’ and instead a monk should
address a monk senior to himself as “Lord” or
“Sire”, and he should address a monk junior
to him either by his personal or family name
or by the epithet, ““Friend”. This change in
the mode of address among the monks gave
the emphasis to seniority. Maha Kassapa
chose 499 monks to form the council with him
as the (presiding monk by virtue of his seniori-
ty. All the monks chosen were Arahantas,
except Ananda, who however, could not be
kept out as he was in constant attendance on
fle Buddha and therefore, alone, knew all the
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sermons and the ocecasions of these sermons.
There was some criticism among some non—
Arahautas against the selection of Ananda.
But the majority of monks remembered that
the reason Ananda had not attained Arahant-
ship was only because had spent all his time
in administering with loving care, to the per-
sonal needs of the Buddha. Nonetheless,
Ananda felt ashamed, and went tnrough a
period of concentrated meditation, during
which he attained Arahantaship just before
the council actually started its deliberations.
Thus he was able to take part in the council
as an Arahanta.

The procedure followed at the council
was that of a catechims. The presiding monk,
Maha Kassapa, asked the Questions, and
Venerable Upali, who was the authority on
the rules of order (Vinaya) and Ananda who
had heared all the sermons (the Dhamma)
preached by Buddha had to answer.

Upali was asked to give a particular
Rule of Discipline the occasion when the rule
was formulated, the name of the individual
monk whose conduct gave rise to the formula-
tion of the rule, and how it was later amended
(if amended at all) and the occasion of the

.amendment. As the result of the questions

and answers, the lext of rules of conduct of
the order (vinaya) was agreed upon by the
council that the Buddha had told him that if
the order so wished the less important rules of
discipline could be dropped but he had mot
asked the Buddha which were the less impor-
tant rules. The council therefore decided to
retain all the rules of discipline as enumerated
and explained by Upali.

Ananda was then asked to repeat each
sermon that the Buddha preached and to dis-
cribe the occasion and name of the individuals
with reference to whom the sermon was gives.
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The answers given by Ananda became the text
of the teachings of the Buddha (Dhamma). It
should be realised that it was still an age of
oral learning and the texts of both the
Dhamma (Suttanta and Abhidhamma) and
the Vinaya were learnt by heart by the monks
and thus preserved orally

In other words, the texts were not re-
duced to writing. It would seem that the
main aims of the council were first to preserve
all the teachings of the Buddha in their truth
and purity without changes or modification,
and second to achieve unity in the order,
avoiding a schism at all costs. This council
lasted for 7 months,

Buddhism continued to flourish the next
one hundred years under the patron age of
the kings of various states of North and mid-
dle India. However, some one hundred years
after the first council (Pathama Sanagayana), a
second council (Dutiya Sangayana) became
necessary because of certain laxities which
had crept into the order. Certain monks, be-
longing to vijji clan, were practising modifica-
tions in the rules of order coacerning the
monk’s precepts.

An elder monk named Yasa criticised
these breaches of the rules of discipline and
for his criticism, he was excommunicated by
these monks who had become lax in their dis-
cipline. But the Venerable Yasa was not
afraid. He sought the opinion of the learned
monk, the Venerable Revata and the most
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senior monk, the venerable Sabbakami and
they agreed with him that these ten indul-
gences could not be sustained under the rules
of the order. The Venerable Yasa sent invita-
tions to the various places in India where
Buddhism was flourishing and finally some
seven hundred monks gathered at Vaisali, un-
der the patronage of King Kalasoka. This was
in 443 B.C. about 100 years after the first
council and lasted for 8 months,

The council appointed an inner council
consisting of four monks from the East and
four monks from the west. The Ven. Sabbaka-
mi, as the most senior monk, was elected pre-

_ sident. The ten suggested modifications were

considered point by point, and all rejected
as unlawful. Then the full council of seven
hundred monks, with the Ven. Sabbakami as
the presiding monk approved the finding of
the council, and then proceeded to consider
re-affirmation of the text of the Dhamma
(Suttanta ann Abhidhamma) and the Vinaya.
However, the Vajjian monks considered them-
selves strong enough to challange the deci-
sions of the second council and as a result,
they were excommunicated. Not daunted
they themselves now convenced a larger council
consisting of ten thousand monks. They called
themselves now convened a larger council
consisting of ten thousand monks. They called
themselves ‘Maha Sanghika’ or ‘The monks of
the great congregation’. Thus the much feared
schism in the order came into being.

(To be continued)
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