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Buddhism'Efter fte passing awayof the Buddha
_ Ven. Sayodaw l) Sobhono, Burmq. ( Continued from last issue ) : .

The sprit was over the ten indurgences 
+.r:i" riri^ nn ta 2s7 B.c.) however Bud-

filf;,ii 
*H:,ff'""no:"r}:l: 

*f::t,*' dhism e'x'p-ended.li ;;;;#a lna to m",y
the subrect suggest .no Ii# 

"'.""Tffi;,,""r iii!:fi :"^rJJ:, rffi;r:*l; T,il.jl;diferences' namery o""r irr" 
"r,li.l"ot 

an ,o,.. ro. ri" first time in her;i.;;.r, and the
aranhanta, it woura ."";,;";-;i'.. 

""rr, ;;;";; l'i"mini.t."tio* of 
-thl 

kins *"du:"f i:,[*.f:'#.::*:*:l*l;1"*+ ;ffiil,Hlon in the Su,u"*tioint uisji r<ing

. . Eaetr scho"ot felt, ,rr-, r, *"r' ;ffi::::tj 
Asoka' went on pilgrimages t"iroo n"rv placesto the teaching or the ,.,oor," ;ilffif ili.j!i"'il:[:l,;ffi 31rjltj;,fitrl*,

::li+T,l;1rffi.::i1,#iT li*i-:'" a1"1 
",,dp,ri:.:,1*uu praces. Iredug up theral'the Maha Sansl

*":,,*,,";"Tj **str*r*Ttr #i;:"1ffiHfl"::tii,:ffiBut it was difiniterv . p"r,irg;;" "*"rr, 
,;;;; ;il"h 

"t"p.ua since the ,"-"ond councir,and a few centu'ies latei a,"".e*"", in ,trr" ;;;n;r;al continued to expand, but as ttredoctrine itself were ," 1i*", "i, 
'"r 

"'Jrr".i ;;ilil;";reat schism, further schism had

fil. ,""'"tlf ,::H* :,1:' ,".i, l"ri" ,",, taken prace in uo,r, or the two main schoors.u"rrrr-"'il;ffi1: to the development or King Asoka -;;";rr*;*ll"g" to tr,"

1oo::*o,I",i,"inl'i"l"lt,:,'}lJi,#,.1i1p!*s;n-{xt*:U?:*"r":*
ffiiH:: ;HfJ,,T:l l:"i:;; .;;";[J "" to r. .ffiu.,11 u,a"r his patronage, a third

x: ;#rim *i[ i:: ;lr*:,'ffi : i: 
x ;:rii* :l'lu i:ff ;:::i; #J
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bevoned the Ganses o,rr"y 

"'.",;;;;r-';; ffi;;;ill.and it is not surprising tr,ai
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Wjth the advent cif.the

1Y

i By for the most important resuliof thegreat Empeior ,third councr, *r, in" ,.riarrU of .missionaries
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to v*r,ibus'cortittri€s olrthe woild- In' Oeyl6rr,
Burma and other countries of south-east .dsia

the third council , rnomentous results. Trade
between India and the countries o{ south-east
Asia existed even in the Buddha" 1i1s lirne,for
the Jataka stories mentioned voyages by mer-
.chants across the Bay of Sengal to the ,cou,o'

tries of south:east .dsia. Therefore even in the
Buddha's f,ime some influence of Buddhism
must have been felt in the region of south.east
Asia. The same must have been true for
Ceylon (Sri Lanka).

In India itself however Buddhism was
meeting nany -difficultjes. In the Theravdda
or-orthodox Sect,itself, .thbre was disceilsioa.
At the third council the presiding monk had
given his discoutse on points of.Controversy
(Kathavatthu) and the li.st o{ controvercial
points clearly indicated that there were ..ever

widening gaps on doctrinat matlers between

the various sects of both the socalled ,Liberal
school aud the orthodox school. trn addition,
the successors of Asoka frowned upon $uddh;
ism. It has been suggested bv some scholars

that.the successors of Asoka were nr,t so much
against Buddhism as against sorne Budtlhist
monks. But rvhether Buddhism or the Bud-
dhist clergy were persecutod is merely an
academic discussion, for.the result was the
same that is, Buddhism suddenlv ceased to be

the.official, religion o{ the Empire and beqame

an illegal religion instead.. The main school of
Theravada Buddhisrn sufiered the most and its
literature and traditions were l,rst io lndia to
be preserved olriy in Ceylor, and in Burma and
some othor cour^tries of south-east Asia.

During the period 100'60 B C. a synod
washeld:in Ceylon alrd the svnod committed
the entire p rli canon and the commentaries to.
writing on palm leaves This was the fourth
great council according to the Theravada
school and although it was not reconised, in

trndia, 'the 'work of 'the'coirncil '{vas 'of the
greatiest significance in the histotv of Buddh-

ism because at this council the entire pali
canon and cammentaries were comnritted tb
writing on 'palm 

leaves. From this time on-

'wards the main sect of the Theravarla 'School
,almsst disappeared,in- -f11di3,, and'it {ound 6.

new,pernionent ho,me in Ceylon (Sri tanka),'1
This Theravada school was later to be

called the southern school or Hinayana school
although both are misnomers Now let us
pause and c.o1tsider the reason why,Ceylou
should have become the new centre of ,the
Orthodox Buddhist Faith. The main realg1
was the firrn foundation of Orlhodgr,Bp{dlt.
ism laid by the great monk, the Vencrable
Mlhipda His missionarJ, was undoubtedty
the most successful of all the Buddhist Mis-
sions sent by King 

, 
Asoka after the third

gouncil. The King of Sri Lanka. or Gey,lo:E,. at
the time was the great Devanampiya Tissa
and he was, algreqt. admirer of King Asglq.
Perhaps that waq the reason ,the Ve.nera{e
Moggaliputta Tissa chose to send the Venera-
ble Mahinda son of Klqg Asgka to Ceylgn.

The Venerable Mahinda was fourteen

5zears oI age at the time Asoka's throne. Bgt
he' resolved to renounce ihe world, .and he-
crme a monk six years later. His preceptor
was,the great Moggallputta Tis-sa himself, who

pre5ided bver thc third coulrcil. 'The Ven.

Mahiada lgcome an,Arhanta' oo tth" day 
-ql

his ordinatiort, but spent .three w\ole.years
under the'Ven, Mogg{iputta Tissa in lgarning

the scriptures.
,, When hig preceptor retired to a far away

place because he was displeased by the pre-

.-5ence of heretics in the order, the Venerable

Mahinda took charge of the thousand disciples.

When the third council was held the Ven.
Mahinda had btren an Arhanta for some two
years, and was re,nowned Ior his great learning.

V'
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The dramatic meeting between the.Vpr,t.

Mahinda and King Devanampiya Tissa of
Ceylon led to the conversion of tho King to
Buddhism.

Let me describe the meeting King Deva-
nampiya Tissa and: his met-at'arrns had set
out on an elk hqnt, and they were resting at
the place oow named Mahintale Hill. When
the King heard his name being called. Ho
looked round in great surprised aud saw the

The mere sight of this monk roused {eel-
ings of ecstasy and awe in the minds of the
King and his retinue. The Yen. Mahinda their
tested their intdlligence by means of puzzlos,
and finding it satisfactory, the Ven. Mahinda
gaye a religious discourse, the result which
King "aod, his followers became Buddhists
when King De'qanampiya Tissa then dis-
covered that the "Ven. moak was none other
than the son of the King Asoka, his pleasure
grew no lirnits. ' The princess Anula, the sister
of the King with'her five hundred maids of
honour happened to arrive on the scene, and

they also were converted at that time.
A great Christian admirer of Ruddhism

Bishop Copleston, surRmed up the personality
of this great monk, the bringer of Buddhism
to Ceylon in these words.

Emperor Asoka's own son had given uP

his vice-regal anthority and the prospect of

the chariot of the Empire to be robed 'among

the followers of purity and love. This Ven'

Mahinda rpust have been a man of extraordi'
nary power. He must have combined the tone

and deportmont o{ a calm hermit the prodigi-

oUS m€mory of a trained student, and tlre
active capacities of a statesman.

Soon the Ven. Mahinda's extra ordinary
personality was.converting not only the ting,
princes, princesses courtiers and maids' bt
honour, but also the common people. He

ordained many Sinhaleso, so that the Buddhist
orders of monks became frmly established in

Ceylon. He called his royal sist-er. princess

Sangha Mitta now,a Buddhist nun (Bhikkhuni)
to Ceylon, and ordained princess Anula and

her ladies. Thus Ceylon was the one country
outside India where order of Buddhist nuns

('Bhikkhuni ) was established. The king in
exact imitation of the King Bimbisara who

donated the Valuvana park to the Buddha,

donated the Mahamegha park to Mahinda and

his order, and imitating King Asoka, he built
stupas or pagodas and,gave his patronage and

protection to Buddhism in CeYlon.

The former princess the nun (Bhikkhuni)
Sangha Mitta brought with her a cutting of

the sacred Bo Tree frsm Buddha Gaye. After
it was traasplanted, it flourish irtto a great Bo

Tree. The tree stands this day, although the
King's great capital is in ruins. Throughout

more than' ?,200 years since it was trans-
planted, this Bo 'Tree has been a second

Buddha Gaya to misbions of Buddhist pilgrims.

The saintly monk the Ven. Mahinda

brother of Bhikkhuni Sangha Mitta, brought

with him orally the scriptures and commenta-
ries. In Ceylon he transiated dhem'orally itrto

Sinhalese. He speht the rest of his life .in

Ceylon, and died in Ceylon b.elov9d, respect'ed

and acclaimed'throughout the island.'

o
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trt t( t) qqrrcmi faimgut qEq

qri ,iru<ra) u1a qqrsril <qfqqiur q€

G{it {rrfrd qr r fa6r ttmgqr} scrsnt s-la

qraqr fqlaril $qsl frdl r 6a aI { +1 s<mr(t

fcEogol,meq 'an{l gt: q}ettl Br{E t1(rcxt

rnfia qu rQl ariim iqrdt arqRa{sa<r *u
frciEr q{ t{rgtk xeFT rrtt} gtm indr6o
crft wgw A{ r td orf}a eql ga: lautur+1arfrr,

rrt tt tl s{ilrqrc qfi sfqa Brrfqt e'flrrilI

kie st sIRil e&filrqre q6rr Nn rqml q r

, q?t
' qfa slfqrcr rrtar qra urwr *arf'am6s

crfa qrfq fqqq qrca qs$q qqEnr qt r sgfa
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qfilfltso u6re tqol 'ac\$a' (argn) ct qf"w
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qtal eIfl iqsqta- fazina gsu elfrela etR E3t :

iqril tdtq fwqft;a qe fqe ;eril flqiqrgg d:

qq'fq e€q\aqt sl6a qt] fat] +q q { at: t ttt
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EH dtEA { ya er: a< eq ert qr<{ qlE elgma
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IaEI:6{ |

lRi.qr:qt FIicI(lI cqa qlcF{qtil qFr;q-
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E $EHql md 1t1.,y1 t

f*q' ga*fia',nr nrraS - qfl :qrd trqqra,' mqt' l fl""'i t

f*q gmqlcte rqrwfat $ fqqi kifia r

fuq{aara *qd taqi ffii<}€ Eaalti t' '

q?rstftr fqErt ufat sigir
' - x rrfm *re (qt"r). qr aridtft :&drt
flvq rqu;t tlfer qqt{R att Faarg sceai

ua fa6rcar sqtrrr sqrfcorfcfd'qrd +loa q1*<

-a BrcE qRtatc an aitg,mri qcT{ g.C r g} ftt
urcra;Eql.fid gaEqr.fe*i fuq ga_}u11ae, n6'

ts,fcr qrd Esrrgeur <rt.wtu qg qffat{ 5 t,

<Eq mfaa si(T{
. 1R mlfild, Eta qq5a fa6ri (eat) ftq

Hernie tqfe< sstflt a<r'f<sarg sccd' tl6a

t'tr< <rafig SuEI ot{ {EqE{ -{5 11tilifi{ 3 I

raml gfa f<6rt ri qststs fau:g utotl

fuq'deulc <rtritg q'r,i tnqe Eg q{iiln 3 I

slarfa 5ct
cqr{tq q{+lft Fqrt l&m 9'61 q;5 e{r}

qenft qtJ cFffitfr gur eriulrt gG rl:g qr{r;r{(

g r e xfalFt gar 6- ut;rtt ait*: f<6rt egio

11
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