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Buddha and woman

The women's liberations movment is
nothing new: over 2500 years ago, the
Buddha helped women to secure a honoured
place in society. He helped to revive the
status of women bevond the expectations
of the ancient Indian tradition. He brought
women to realize their importance and use-
fulness to the society. Before the Buddha’s
time Indian women did not enjoy sufficient
freedom and were deprived of the opportu-
nities to display their spiritual nature and
their knowledge. For example even the
birth of a daughter was considered as an
unwelcome addition to a family. Yet on
one occasion when the king of Kosala was
displeased on hearing that a ddugh{cer was
born to him, the Bubdha consoled him by
saying, “A woman child, O Lord of men,
may prove even a better offspring that a
male.”

Women were encouraged to play a
lay disciples of the
Buddha, At least twelve of the eighty great
disciples of the Buddha were women. Ara-
hats Khema and Uppalavanna were made the
chief disciples in the order or nuns. The
Buddha also named other female disciples
as amongst the most distinguished and
pious followers.

‘prominent role as

. 'Why were women intrested in becoming
followers of the Buddha ? To women who
were placed under such unfavourable circu-

 J

mstances, this establishment of the new

order of nuns must have no doubt been
a great blessing. In this order, Queens,
princesses, daughters of noble families, widows
bereaved mothers, helpless women, courteous
women of all casts and ranks-met on a
common platform and breathed -the atmos-
phere which was denied them in their
cloistered cottages and palatial mansions.
Many who otherwise would have fallen
in to oblivion distinguished themselves in
various ways and gained their emancipation by
seeking refuge in the order,

of course not all women could enter
the order. Yet many lay ladies were inte-
rested in being devotees of the Buddba.
Perhaps they sensed his respect for them. The
Buddha did not humiliate women, but only

regerded them as feeble by nature. He saw ~

the innate good of both men and women
and he assigned to them their due places
in his teaching. In the Sigalovada Suttha,
the Buddha speaks of the women as the

husband's best fricnd.

The Buddha knew that sex is no barrier
to the attainment of sainthood. When spe-
aking of the Dhamma the Buddha
said ““And be it women or be it man for
whom such a chariot does wait, they will
go into Nibban’s presence Dby the same
chariot.

once

e

L™

L

b



JATAKA-TALE

Dutajataka

Once upon @ Time, When Brahmadatta
was reigning in Varanasi, the Bodhisatta was
born as his son. He grew up and finished
his education at Takshasila. After his
falher’s death, be became the king himself.

The king was Very particular in his
manner of eating, On one plate alone he
spent a ‘hundred thousand pieces of gold.
He made a pavilion adorned with jewels
at the door, When it was time to eat, he
had the pavilion decorated, and there he
sat upon a royal seat made of gold, under
a white parasol witk primcesses around him
and ate the food from the dish which had
cost a hundred thousand pieces of goid.

New a gieedy man saw the
manner of eating
taste, Being unable to master his disire he
ran to the king, calling out loudly—*“Messe-
nger | Messenger ! O king’" with his hand
help up. (At that time and in that nation, if
a8 man called out ‘Messenger | no ene
would stope him.) The crowd divided and
let him ‘pass.

king's

The man ran up quickly, and catching
a piece of rice from the king’s dish, he
put it in his mouth.. The swordsman drew

and desired o0 have a -

his sword to cut his head, But the king
stopped him and said to the greedy man.
“Fear nothing, eat on!” He washed his
hands and sat down.

After the meal, the king gave his own
drinking water and batel nut to the man,
and then said, "‘Now my man, you said
that you had news; What is the news?"”

“0 King, I am a messenger from -
hungry. Desire said to me “go !” and sent
me here as her messenger. O Lord ! Do not
be angry, for Hunger's' sake men will ge
very far even to ask enemy for mercy. All
men upon the earth must be obedient to
it both day and night.”

When the king heard this, he said,
“Thatis true. All men are Hunger’s messe-
ngers. Desire makes them uncontrolable.
How well this man has spoken.”’

The king was pleased with the hungry
man and said to him, '*Brahmin, all of us
are Hunger's messenger's, so [ give you a
thousand cows together with a bull as a
messenger should give to another messenger”

At last he added, “ I have heard
something I never heard or thought of
before, said by this great man.” He was
so pleased that he gave him many, things
of honour,
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