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~ (English Language)

The Buddha, ViShnu and Hinduism

Harischandra L. Singh

There is a lot of controversy about
the relation of Buddhism with Hinduism,
Buddha and

about how much Hindu was

about whether Buddhism is a religion, separ- -

ate from Hinduism, Both the religions are
great commanding a large number of follow-
ers. But there are differences, 100. In my
opinion, the major differences are: the
Buddhist rejection of the Absolute Self, beli-
of in man’s own place in this world, creation
of the Sangha for the independent life of
monks and nuns, the missionary zeal and
the unbounded con}passion for the Sick,
the rational
The differ-

ence is much more pronounced as Sidahartha

poor and the destitute, and

approach to problems and crises.

‘Gautam became the Budaha, thc Enlighten—
ed one. The life of the Buddha was a real
one. His biographical details are there for
all to see and read, whereas the ‘same are
" Jacking in the case of Hindu deities like
Kama, Vishnu, Krishna, Indra, Shiva, etc.
The life of the Buddha is a fact whereas

that of the Hindu deities is a fiction. That
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is why, the messages and the teachings of

the Buddha have vigour, direct appeal and
are toughing, whereas that of theabove dei-

ties are borrowed and therefore have indirecd

appeal.

Dr.
said that the Buddha was born Hindu, grew

Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan has

up as one and also died as Hindu. He also
said that Buddhism is an offshoot of Hindu-
igm and thércforc a branch of the latter. To
call the Buddha a Hindu from the viewpoint
of caste, parentage and the religion prevaili-
ng thenis @ conservative approach. Radha-
krishanan was one of the best exponents of
Buddhist philosophy- Most of the Hind
consider themselves superior to Buddhists
as Buddhism came into being much lat

than vedas,

the Upanishads and Sanata
na Dharma. They forget the positive aspects
i, e., the essential differences between Budd
hism. Buddlﬁsm is a living and d‘yﬁa
religion appealing increasingly the lars
number of people of the world because

the scientific basis of its philosophy: Agal
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st th is, Hinduism is almost a static ong, as

#f incapable of growth, with comparatively
reduced following.

The Buddha like other great men and

reformers was a repel fighting with ills and
Jefermities of the; socicty and trying to
restore things to order. The Buddha’s views
were not in conformity with the Hindu

Dharma, the Buddka was deadly against

situalism. and ceremonialism, He believed
in the purification of mind, and sacrifices
for the attainment of nobler and ﬁuré
life. He did not subscribe to the belief in
the absoluteness of self, the Soul. He Said
sverything changes. He challenged the sanct-
ity of scriptures asking his followers not to
believe in anythiug without testing. He also
asked his followers mot even to believe in
what he himself said. Be ye lamp unto your=
selves, he used to say.

In the presc'm context, because of the
' aided

very

Zyvnamic philosophy of the Bhuddha
by hié magnetic persena'lily, the
guestion of considering the Bhuddha as an
avatara of Vishnu and elaiming the superiori=
v of Hinduism over Buddhism smacks of
szo-centirism and religious: animosity, It is
aid that at the time of the Buddha, Hindui-

e as such - did not exist. The very term

Anandabhoomi

‘Hindu® was coined several centuries after
the Mahaparinirvana of ‘the Buddha, Hindu
owed its origin to6 ‘Sindhu’ at that time it
(Hindﬁ) was referred to variously as Aryan,
Vedic, Brahman, Trayi, Sanatan, and so on.
(N. Dutt, 1925). Therefore, to call the
Buddha a Hindu is less convinsing. Iﬁ the
Radhakrishnan said that

similar vein,

Buddhism did mnot start as a new and inde-

pendent religion. It was an offshoot of the
more ancient faith of the Hindus, perhaps a
schism or a heresy. At this point, Radhakri-
chnan might be right that the Buddha did
not deliberately starta new religion. The
Buddha did not claim having started a new
religion. In for that manner, no founder of
any religion, 1 would like to say, did start
his  religion deliberately. As  Budd-
hism contains a conerete message, a conerete
philo_sqphy in the form of Four Noble Truth-
s and the Eightfold path and tlie path
to Nirvana, it is definitely @ new religion
though much of its id=as originated from
the knowledge of the Vedas, the Upanishads

and Sanatana Dharma. Therefore, I am not

convinced of the Statement that Buddhism is

a schism or a hercsy. It is not a heresy or a -
‘schism even though it revolted against

the certain Vedic, Upanishadic or other
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traditional believs and prastices and even
though the Buddha’ style of preaching and
way and manner of thinking was definitely
unorthdox and rebelliens. Buddhism is not
either a schism or a heresy cecause it isa
creative religion with a concrete message

and a concrete philosophy.

Inspite of genuine differences between
Buddhism and Hinduism, the Buddha was
considered as an avatara of Lord Vishnu in
an attempt to bring Buddhism in to the
fold of Hinduism. Dr. R. C. Majumdar
says, ‘the admission of the Buddha as an
avatara of God by Brahmanial authors was
a wellconceived but bold stroke of policy
which cut the ground from under the feet
of Buddhism. The result was that the Budd-
ha became a Hindu god and, Buddhism an
integral part of Hinduism‘.". In line with
this thinking, R. R, Diwakar writes, ‘‘the
Buddha having been accepted as the ninth
sncarnation of Vishnu, is a part and parcel
of the Hindu pantheon. (R.R. Diwakar,

1960). It was the VishnuPurana which desc-

ribed the Buddha as the ninth inearnation of
Vishnu. The very deification and tHe.incar-
nation theory is anti=Buddhistic and does
not stound legical and rational to the
modern niind influenced by the triumphant.
development of science and " technology and
various crises of the world, Avatara concept
may be essential and consistent with Hindu-
ism, Particluiarly Vaishnavism but it is
definitely unessential and inconsistent with
Buddhism (Hodgson; 1879). According to Dr.
§. Radhakrishnan, the Buddha was made an
avatar of Vishnu merely because the Buddha
against animal

This

made the same protest

sacrifices like Vishnu. incarnation
concept is less known in Buddhist literature.

Buddhist writer

A well-known Sri Lankan
K. N. Jayatillake in his article “The Budd=
hist Attitude to other Religions” says that
Shankara, one of the greatest philosophers of’
Hindu Vedanta was so profcundl.y affected
has bee

by the Buddhist thought that he

called a, “*concealed Buddhist’’.

*

Sayihg of Fo—Sho - -hing - tsan —ching
g reach toward that happiness which does not pérish and pass sway: which has

not originated in and does not depend upon riches on leauty.
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Modern Perceptions and problems

Rev. Maitri

Mankind’s main concern throughout
the age has remained the pursuit of happin-
ess in life, what do we need then to attain
Bappiness ? what are the ways and means at

our disposal for the attainment of happiness?

In the present age, to many people,

whether Buddhist or not, the word dharma.

means something that has to do with a futu-
re life only. Those of the younger generation
are indifferent to d'harma..To most of the
elder people, the practice of the dharma is
20 ensure happiness in the future life, Accor-
ding to the teachings of the Buddha, this is

‘& grievous mistake.

: The Purpose of dharma isto improve

222 present-life itself  as much as possible.
W the present life is good, it is not difficult
[ 53 i;nprove the future as the Buddha has
rly stated in Byagghapajja‘sutra: ‘
hadhammahitaya samwatanti
katame cattaro: utthana sampada,
arakkha sampada, kalyanamittate,

samajivikatati.

dabheomi

meditation, Mauara came

Cattaro me gahapéti dhamma ditt-

(Oh,

causes of happiness in this life: effort,

householder, there are  four
saving, good fricn_ds and a balanced
living.) '
Utthana sampada — It means that,
first and foremost, Man must make efféns.
Few men in history have equalled ﬂ1e efforts
made by the Buddha. He suffered mucl.1 iln
life aiter life. He renounced a kingdom, par-
ents, ;vifc and son, He lec! a life of elxtrcmé Z
ascetism for six ycars, for what purpose? T?’

attain Buddhahood or enlightenment,

While Siddhartha Was engaged in .
and Sétid to him:
“Look, what you have done to yeurself. You
are no more than a skeleton. There was no
need to suffer so much. Return home and
live well comfortably. Give up your ascetici-

sm.”’

Siddhartha zeplied: “It is better to die
in the battle-field than to admit defeat.
whatever happens, I will not go back.”

Five other ascetics deserted Siddhartha

but he did not lose his patience nor did. he
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-give up his own eefforts, He said to himself::

“Let my body shrink but I will not leave
until I have attained enlightenment.”’

Appamadena sampadetha appamadena
maghava devanam sefthatam gato appa-

maden pasémsanthi pamado  garahito

sada.

(work with diligence. indra, the king
among the gods, reached his eminence because
of his diligence. Those who are  diligent are
always praised. Those whf; are not are cond-

mncd.)

The Buddha always laid great stress on effos-
ts, this life can be made happy: only therea-
fter can the future life be happy too. The
habit of putting in efforts has to be cultiva-
ted from childhood itself. All those who
achieve success in life in any field or profess-
jon have behind them long years of great
efforts made from the very beginning in
their life. The indolent, those who make no
efforts, have ult"lmateiy' to depend ubon
others for their livlihood. '

Arakhal sampada-cape must also know
how to save what we have achieved or acqui-
red through our efforts. It is very difficult
to earn; it‘is easy to spend. There must also
be a method ir; spending. one must spend
when it is necessary to do so. One must not

be like Adinnapubbaka, who lived at about

28

the same time as the Buddha.
Adinnapubbaka had an only son. Being
a great miser, he did not spend much, not

even for his food, not to speak of giving

anything to anyone. His son became malnou-
rished, as a result, and eventually became
ill, Afraid that it might cost him dearly,
Adinnapubbaka did not take the child to a
doctor. caphen the child became serious, his
wife finally prevaild upon the miser to go to
the doctor. Arriving at the doctor’s, Adin;la-
pubbaka spent a long time discussing matters
of no concern at all and cnly when it was
Iate -and getting dark,'hc asked the doctor:
““caphat is to be done when somedne is afflic-

ted with such and such anillness?”’

The doctor explained to him at length
what needs to be done in the circumstarces.

But the miser failed to carry out the doctor’s

_instructions and his son died.

According to the teachings of the

Buddha, this ts not the way to savc,

Kalyana-mittata - For our happiness

and for our improvement we need good frien-

_ds. cape become what we are because of our

friends, good or bad. The Buddha has
further said: . ' |

Attamhi jatamhi sukha sahaya.
(He is a good friend who helps onei

Anandabhoomi



=hen one is in pain, in distress or faced
with great difficulty.)
It is very difficult to find a good

“riend but not so difficult to come across

=2d ones.

Samajivikata - 1t means that life must
®e balanced; one must ba]ancc.mne’s income
and expenditure. If expenditure exceeds inco-
indebted and in such a

=e, one becomes

stuation, one is never free of worries. It is
“lish to do as others do when one is simp-
mot  able to do so. The Buddha has laid
as follows:
Ekena bhoge bhunjayya, dvihi kamman
pavojaye, catuthanca nidhapeyya, apad-
asu bhavissati.
Divide what you have earned into
parts, Keep one part of it for your
Keep two parts for your bussiness or
irv. whatever you wish to givé in chari-
se= may give out of these two parts. Save

Ssurth part for your need in the future )

Thus, through our efforts, saving, good

and a balanced living, we are never

mi

ruined. Cur condition is improved not only
in this life but in the future life too. Therec-
fore, we must bear in mind the four causes

of happiness all the time.

As in many other things with which

Mankind is concerned, dharma too has

become a fashion for most people, They
seek *‘instant’ happiness by various means,
They ask for “instant” enlightenment. There
is a superficiality everywhere, in everything.
In dnarma too, Happinest without effort if
the demand of the age, This is the problem
in modern society, whether in this remote
Himalayan region or in the developed and
industrialised parts of the world.

Mara, in many new forms, reigns
supreme everywhere. Mankind has never faced
before such wiles, temptations and threats,

Unless we, monks and layiren, double
our efforts to recover our heritage of dhar-
ma- the core, not ‘the shell-and reaffirm
twe will not admit defeat’’ the search for

happiness will remain elusive.

*
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So soon as there springs up within him an angry, maicrous thought, some sinful
‘0 climation, he puts it away, removes it, destroys it: he makes it not to Fe.

Sabbasava Sutta
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