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{Continued from the previous issuc)

The Buddha, Vlshnu a.nd Hmdulsm

Harischandra L. Singh

Buddhism is not a branch of
Hinduism. The Buddha did not believe

in varous aspects of the Vedas anc
the Upanishads.
against empty rituals and forms of
worship among the Hindus, against
the exploitation of Various classes of
_ society in the name of rituals and
worships by the Brahmins, By ‘preach-
ing against ritualism, vain worships
of numerous gods and goddesses and
by calling everybody to be self-reliant
and by asking the people not to belie-
ve in the sacred scriptures, the Budd-

ha relieved the people giving hope of

life. :
One of the reasons of calling

Buddhism a branch of Hinduism is the
deification of the Buddha and the
Bodhisattva ideal in Mahayana Budd-
hism. But this Bodhisattva ideal is
quite different from the Hindu ideal
of love, compassion and pity. Therava-
da Buddhism or monastic muddhism
is virtually against compromise with

Anandaboohmi

The Buddha was

Hinduism in the pursuit of salvation
of the individual self and other beings. '
It is the incorporation of Hindu ideas
and symbaes in Mahayana and Vajra-
yana that'led the Hindus to call Budd-
hism a branchof-Hinduism. But there
ar fundaméntal differences which
make Buddhism and Hinduism separa-

te religions.

Buddhism differs from (linduism
in many respecs The Buddha did
not believe in the existence of God,
personification of gods. The Buddha
rejected the spiritual eflicacy of exter-
nal rites and titvals. The understandi-
ng of Four Noble Truths and practice
of the Eightfold path for the attainme-
at of nobler and purer life and finally |
for the attainment of Nirvana is the
fundamental principle of Buddhism.
Buddhism believees in self-purification,
attainment of desirelessness ‘through
self-control, self-culture and self-real-
isation. So, Buddhism which champi-
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onsthe Middle pathis opposed to
self-mortification and practice of
severe austerities Tt is because of the
intellectual tradition of Buddhism that
it is called the most philosophical of
religions. Again, it is because of the
philosophical, ethical and scientific
bais of Buddhism that some scholars
claim that Buddhism cannot be called

a religion in the popular sense of the
term. There is no doubt that the Budd-
ha introduced new thought, new appr-
oaches to life and the most reliable
way to liberation because “the greate-
st/aim of the Buddha was to free
humanity from sufferings.” (Rabindr-
anth Tagore, Creative Unity, 1922))

. Radhakrishnan has said that
Buddhism was an attempt to achieve a
purer Hinduism. It might be called a
schism or a heresy because the forma-
tive years of Buddhism weres pent in
the Hindu religious environment. The

message of the Buddha was rooted in
Hinduism. The Buddha accepted the
ideas expressed in the terms like mok-
sha, samsara, karma, and several other
ideas of Hinduism. Therefose, R.R.
Diwakar says, “It would bz a grievous

Q
23

mistake to think that the Buddha had
a clean slate to write on, or that every-
thing before him was crude and primi-
tive and that he was the first law
giver. Both these are misconceptions -
born of ignorance. Though born asa
kshatriya prince, the Buddha came in
the wake of the Rishis and Munis, the
seers and reformers of Indian religious
and philosohic thought. (R.R. Diwa-
kar, 1960.)

Inspite of that fact that Buddhi-
sm and Hinduism had much in com-
mon, Buddhism had contributed to
enriching of Hinduism. “The Hindu
system of philosophy would have lost
much of their depth, interest and val-
ue, if they could not assimilate much
from Buddhism, and if they were not

forced to take an independent stand
by its side. (S.N. Gupta) Because of
the immense influence of Buddhism
upon the Indian thought, the Buddha
was regarded as one of the greatest
l]ni'dan thinkers and reformers. In this
like to
Gandhi, “It is my deliberate opinion

regard, I quote Mahatma

that the essential part of the teachings
of the Buddha now forms an integral

Anandabhoomi




' part of Hinduism. It is impossible for
'Hindu India today to retréce her steps

and go behind the great reformation
that Gautama Buddha has eflected n
Hinduism. By his immense sacrifice,

by his great renunciation, and by the
immaculate purity of his life he Jeft an
sndelible impress upon Hinduism, and
Hinduism owes an eternal debt of
gratitude to that great teacher.”

The above discussions lead me
10 SRY that by projecting the Buddha
2s an incarnation of Lord Vishou and
by considering Buddhism as a part of
Hinduism, we would not only be
misrepresenting the life and contribu-
tion of the Buddha but also ruisdirec-
ting the general seekers of knowledge,
2nd students of Buddhist philesophy.

The name of great men cannot

e spirit underlying their work and
d has a tendency to cross the barri-
or race, caste, colou‘r and natibna-.
ty. The life and contribution of the
addha have become a part of world

ritage. Therefore, I do not

Anandabhoomi

%c confined to narrow boundaries.

-

other decity or to treat Buddhism as
part of greater Hinduism, for the
Buddha himself rejected anysuch exce-
ptional claims for himself and for his
apostles, being satisfied with having
been a man on earth, which, accordi-

g to him, is the highest form of being -

in the world, potentially, and is, even
in reality, high above all angels and
above all gods such as they were in
his time.” (Max Mueller: Ramakrish-
na: His Life and Sayings.)

*

Thought

When an angry, malicious thought, a
sinful and evil inclination arisesin a man,
let him throw it away fram him, drive it off,

destroy it, make it that it shall cease to be.

= Sabbasva sutta

ink it wise to project the Budd- -
as an Avatara Of Vishnu or any'
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