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(Continued from the provious issut)

Th* Buddha, Ilishnu anil Hinf,uism

Iifi*rlecha,nd'r6 Ie. Stngh

Buddhism is not a branch of

Hinduisrn, The Buddha did notbelieve

in va{'otls aspects of the Vedas and

the Upanishads- The Buildha wa

against ernpty rituals and forms of

wolship among the Hindus, against

the cxploitation of Various classes of

. society i* the naose of rituals and

worships by the Biahmins, By''preach'

ing agains.t'ritualism, vain r'vorships

of nua:ercus gods'and goddesses and

by callitg evelybody to be self-reliant

and by askiug the people not to beli*-

ve in the s*cred scriptures, the Buttd-

ha relier'ed thc people giving hope c{'

life.
Ons of the reasoos of calliog

Bueldieisrn'a branch cf Hinduism is the

deification of the tsuddha and the

Bodhisattva ideal in Maba3ana Budd-

hism' But this Bodhisattva ideal is

quite different from the Hiudu ideal

o[ love, compassion and pity' Therava-

da Buddhism or monastic muddhisrri

is virtuaily against compromise witlt

Anandaboohni

Ltinduism in tho pursuit of salvation

of the individual se!fland other beings'

It is the incorporation of F{indri ideas

and symbaes in Mahayana and Vaira'

yana thaf IerJ the Hindus to call Budrj'

hism a branchof"Hintluism. But tirere

ar fundarneutal differqpces whlcl:

make Buddlrism and I{ir:driisi-;' scpara-

te religions.

Srlddhism drflers frcmr tlinduisru

in many resPecls The B*ddha did

nct believe in the oxistes:ce of Gcd'

personification of gods' Th* Budqlha

rejected the ryirituai eflicacy of extor-

nill rites anil titirals. The und*rsutncii-

ng of Four Noble Truti:rs and pra*ticc

of the'Eightfold p*th f*r the attainme-

nt of robler and FI-rrer lifc and finaltry
' ent $f' t'trirvssla is tirefor the attatnm

fundamental principie of BuCdhism"

Buddhism believ$s in self-p urif ioation'

attainment of dssirelessness througkr

self-control, self-culture and sblf-reat-

isation. $o, Buddhism which champi-

I
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ons the h,{iddle path is opposed to
self-mortification aud pracrice of
ssvere austerities It is because of the
intellectual traditiori of Buddhism that
it is called rhe nrost philosophical of
religions. Again, it is because ofl the
philosophical, ethical and scicntific
bais of Buddhism tlrai some scholars
claim that Buddhism cannot be called
a religion in the populer sense of the
term. There is no doubt that the Budd-
ha introduced new rhought, ,.";;;;_
oaches to life and rhc most reliable
way to liberation bccausc ,,tlre greato-
st/aim of the Buddha *u, tJ fr".
humanity from sufferings.,, (Rabindr_
anth Tagore, Creative Unity, lg2l.)

Radhakrishnan has said that
Buddhism was an atternpt to achieve a
purer Hinduisnr. It might be called I
schism or a here sy because the forma-
tive years of Buddhism weres pent in
the Hindu religious environment. The
$lessage of the Buddha was rooted in
Hinduism. The Buddha accepfed the
ideas expressed in the terms like mok-
sha, samsara, karrfia, and several other
ideas of Hinduism. Thereflose, R.R.
Diwakar says, .,It rvould be a grievous

^{ti.)

mistake to thinle rhat the Buddha had
a clean state to write on, or that every-
thing before him u'as crude ana primi-
tive and that he'was the first law r

giver. Both these are n:isconceprions . j

born of ignorance. Though born as a 
I

kshatriya princo, the Buddha came in I

the rvake of the Rishis and Munis, the I
seers and reformers of Indian religious I
and philosohic thought. (R R. Diwa- |
kar, 1960.) I

Inspite of rhat fact that Buddhi- |
sm and Hinduism had much in com- I
mon? Buddhisrn had contributed to I
enriching of Hiuduirm. ,.The Hindu I
system of philosophy rn'ould have lost I
much of their depth, interest and val- I
ue,. if they could not assimilatc much I
from Buddhism, ard if they werc not I
iorceq to rake an rndependent stand I
by its side. (S.N. Cupral Because of I



part of Hinduism' It is innpossible for

Hindu Iiidia today to retrscc hgr steps

end go behind the great reformaliln

rhat Gautama Buddhs .tras 
eflected in

Hinduism. By his immense sacrifice'

ciation' and bY theby his great renun

immaculate purity of his life he left an

indelible impress upon Hinduisml.tol

Hinduism owes an eternal debt of

3ratitude to that great lqacher'"

The above discussions l-ead me

lo sey that by proiecting the' Buddha

ls an incarnation of Lord Vishnu and

ty considering Buddhism as a part of

Hinduism, we wsuld not onlY be

rrirrepresenting the life and contribu'

tion of the Btiddha but'also ruisdiree

ring the general seekers o! knowledge'

students of Buddhist philosoilhy'

other deit5r or to treat Buddhism as

part of greater tlinduism, for the

Buddha himrelf rejected anyluch exT'

ptional claims for himself 1d fot 
His

apostles, being satisfied .:ttn 
n1t:-q

been a mao on earth, which, acoordi-

' ng to him, is the highest form of being

in the world, potentially, and is' even

in reality, high above all angels and

above all gods such as theY wero rn

his time." (Max Mueller: Ramakrish-

na: His Life and SaYingr.)

If'h(tught

When an angrY, malicious thought' a

sinful and evil inclination arises in a man'

tet him throw it away frqm him' drive it o{f'

destroy it. make it thatit shall cease to be'

The oame of g.reat men can$ot

confined to narrow boundaries'

spirit underlYing their work and

has a tendencY to cross the barri-

or race; caste, colour and nationa-'

. The life and contributicn of the
rl

rddha have become a Part.ol worlo * Sabbasva sutta

itage. Therefore, I do not

ak- it wise to Prciect the tsudd' '

as an Avatara of vishnu 0r any

ndabhoomi
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