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Question:- You have been reported
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as beeing in favour of making Nepal a Secu-
ear state, won't this alarm Nepalese Conser-
vative clements and make it difficuil to
convince the people that if you come back
to power you will indeed transfom Pashu-
pati Nalh temple into a museum ?

Ans:= Nepal is not a Hindu state,
You call it such as a fraud. Nepal difinitely
a secular state, in a Secular state there is
freedom of worship and hence the question
of desecration of 'tcrrnplcs or place of worsh-
ip does not arise. :
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(English Language)

SIDDHARTHA UNIVERSITY

- ngfs chandra Lal Singh

Siddhartha University, a pioneering
“missionary work, has been established in a
sion- Buddhist country in Washington, D C,
USA, by the Buddhists and men of action
of dffferent countries dedicated as weil as
committed to global cooperation ‘and world
peace. At a time when the worldis full of

tensions, inter-racial, inter-communal, inter-

state conflicts and problems of various ma-
gnitudes, the creation of a seat of learning
like Siddharthd University symbolizing glo-
bal cooperation, education and world peace is
indeed the need of the time. This shows how

the thinking men of the world have felt the

urgency of creating an environment congen-
jal for the promotion of international under-
standing and coopera_tioﬁ through the teach-
ings of the Buddha. For, in the words of

Jawaharlal Nehru, “in this world of storm

and strife, hatred and violence, the

message of the Buddha shines like a radiant
sun, Perhaps at no time was that message

more needed than in the world of the atomic

and hydrogen bombs. Two thousand five
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_ history. Buddhism, being a pcaceful reli

 back to the fifth century before the Chri

f

hundred years have only added to the vi

ity and truth of that message.”

The brochure of the Uuiversity
“The Buddha’s message of peace, love
devotion to humanitarian service is m
relevant today than ever before in hu
on, is becoming a subject of interest
curiosity for university professors and st
nts, for busine:s people and poiticians,
intellectuals. and lovers of peace, and
seekers of spiritual renewal. Itis time
those individuals, institutions that share
goals of achieving and maintaining int
tual discipline, social Justice, and world

ce to come -together.”

~In the past, too, there was a

intellectual tradition of Buddhism,

era, Monasteries, viharas, and Buddhist
ne complexes served as education cen
the monks and lay Buddhists used to
rm as teachers and spiritual guides.

from that there were great scats of 1

Anandabh



like Takshasaila which existed at the time of
Maurya Emneror Ashoka (249 B.C -232 B.
C.) Nalanda (2nd to 11th century) in Bihar.
Vikramsila, Iagaddala of later centuries etc.
Which were known as Buddhist universities
where only a very few.men of calibre were
known as Buddhist universities where only a
very few men of calibre were admi ted. But
unfortunately these universities are no longer

in exixtence showing thereby the decline of

Buuddhism after the 12th

century,
after witnessing a triumph_ant development
from the days of its founder to the 12th
century. Buddnism being essentially an inte-
llectual religion, its decline was mainly

caused by the failure to understand Buddhi-

sm properly, lack of quest for Buddhist
learning, the adoption of ‘priesthood by the

Buddhists. assimilation of various ritualistic

influences and above all the unskillful pur-

suit of Buddhism. All this tarnished the

image of Buddhism.

Now, we are on the tbreshoid of the
2ist century. Inspite of the advancement of
science and technology and inspite of the
mmcreasing awareness of the need of working
for peace and progress in the world, the
situation of the world remains chaotic with

e probleims multiplying. In this persbective

Anandabhoomi

the establishment of Siddhartha University
is a most ideal and timely venture. For, the
teachings of the Buddla have modern releva-
nce The modern relevance of the Bnddha’s
teachings is well explajned by H,G. Wells
was said, “the Buddha gave a message to
mankind universal in its character, Many (ﬁ'
best modern ideas are in closest harmony
with it. All the miseries and discontents of
life are due, he taught, to selfishness...Bu-
ddha in a different language called men to
sclf—forgq;fulncss five hundred years before
christ, In some ways he was nearto us and

our aeeds,”

Siddhartha university is a nonprofit
educational institution founded in 1991 and

incorporated under the laws of washington,

" District of Columbia, USA. Tne parposes of

this University are to create a place for
study and reseasch and to provide humaniti-

es- and Buddhist

interested -academicians, practitioners, and

studies programmes for

students throughout the world by offeridnyg
both the residential study and by ‘carrcspo-
ndence study. By including the study of
other comparative teligions like Hinduism,
various schools of Buddhlst thought spread
in many parts of Buddhist countries, and

inter-religious disciplines, the university will
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definitely promote inter-religious harmony,
interdisciplinary harmony, and them interna-
tional brotherhood and peace.

For this, the governors of this univer-

sity seem to have been wellequipped and-

considerate. The univeraity is managed by
the multinational community and temples.
The Universisty comprises of board of dire-
ctors, the board of trustees, the advisory
board, the editorial board, the administrati-

ve directors, patrons, benefacters and dono-

1s. Active members and leaders of various
major Buddhist groups in the United states
with full authority and rerponsibilty to
operate the university and direct the assets.
The board of trustees is composed of gener-

ous and liberal people living in the United

states and abroad. The adviscry board cons-
ists of national and interngtidn&: Buddhist
leaders, In order to achitve its goal, apart
from the commitment of the existing board

members, it has

just started launching a
fund raising campaign. It will slowly extend

its compaign all over the world.

Considering. its lofty goal, the task

it bas set forth is most challenging. Inspite
of purity of its objective and sincere effort
to do ‘good to mankind, will it be able to

attain its goals ? Will it be able to secure
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financial support required for the implemen-
tation of the Universit'y's Masterplan which
inc]ﬁdes_ among others the purchase of an
office building: space for the library, a site
for the university campus, classroom buildin-
gs, dormitories ? will it be able to enlist
Moral support from the people belonging to

other faiths ? There may be several other

questions.

The success of the University depends
on its well planned heginning, strategy and
its concrete goals. Its success will probably
help promote peace in the world because the
teachings of the Buddhs are not bound by
the barriers of Cﬁstc, colour and creed. A]’be-
rt Einstein said’” “If there is any religion:
that would cope with modern scientific need
it would be Buddhism.”’ Therefore, it is
duty of all the people of the world to b
fulfil the University’s goal with whate
help possible, if mankind is to be savedl fr

It is because of
of Buddism that

wars and destruction,

universal character
people of the East as well as the * wast
looking to Buddhism for new hope

inspication.

As part of his mission, president

ha University, Venerable Dr. Sunanda
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(Contd. from page 1¥) :

war, incidentally a Nepali menk, was here

in Kathmandu recently. 1 had the oppor=

tunity of meeting him and talking with him

though for a very brief time. 1 was very
much impressed by his spirit of dedication

and also commitment to attain the miss—
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jonary goal. I asked him, “How do you
think you can mecet your target and fulfll
the mission 7" He said, «This is a cammon

question. We have made a move “for the

betterment of the eatire mankind through the

To

message of the Buddha who taught the beau-
ty of generosity, the bliss of renunciation,
the need for unity, simplicity and equality, !
Buddhism, the body of teaching, which he 4
lift, has been one of the largest NORAEE! essive
\ religious and philosophical systems in the
world. The University will start teaching.
since September this year. We are determi-
ned to see it through. The respomses by the
high rankibg dignitaries, imstitutions and

individuals all the world over to our call for

assistance and cooperatiom are positive.”’
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