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“WAN PHRA”

BHIKKHU KUMAR JIVA
THAILAND

The WAN PHRA is the day which is
set aside by Buddhists for merit-making and
attending religious services at Monastery.
There are four WAN PHRA’’ in one month,
the eighth and the fifteen days of the waxing
and the waning moon of the lunar month,
This custom, the observance of Wan Phra,
was as old as the Thai people themselves. We
know from the insctiption stones of Sukho-
thai period that is has already begun ever
since the reign of Ramkhamhaeng the Great.

“WAN” means” a day’ while “PHRA”
is a common Thai word for “BHIKKHU”
or “SANGA”’, the member of the Order of
Buddhist Monks. In the other words, “PH-
RA” may also mean “PHRA RATANATR-
AYA”, of ““The Triple gemes’’of th Buddhist,
which imply ‘““Phra Buddha”  thatis Buddha
himself, ‘““Phra Dhamma’ or his teaching and
“Phra Sangha™ his disciples.

The name is quiltv: a suitable one, be-
cause it means the day which is wholly devo-
ted to ‘“Phra Ratanatraya’, that is the day
on which the Buddhists should pay respect to
image of Buddha, listen to this teachings,
and try to behave themselves as he had tau-
ght. On the WAN PHRA, the Buddhists usua-
lly go to monastery to pay and to attend
sermons, and bring with them some foods,
flowers, and other incense offerings for the
boath monks and nuns. As for those who
at home, they usually give foods to the mo-

Anandabhoomi

nks who go bowling past their house. Some-
times they would also give alms to the poor

of do some other things of merit making.

To remind the people of the impor—
tance of this day, the government Broadca-
sting Station, Department of Public Relation
has set a good example which has been unan-
imosly followed by other broadcésting stat-
ions in Bangkok, by inviting learned monks
from various monasteries to deliver their
preaching to the people on the Radio on
every Wan Phra’’, and to acquaint the pe-
ople with the Subject matter and the meaning
of the sermons given by the monks on diffe-
rent occasions, the government Broadcasting
stations has also arranged a half-moon pro-
gramme, on every eighth day of the waxing
and the waning moon of the lunar month. in
which one by one of these sermons, togetlﬁer
with an introductory explanation of a highly
interesting as well as instructive nature, will
be given by turn by the monks from MAHA-
CULA BUDDHISTS UNIVVRSITY, and
MAHAMUKUT BUDDHISTS UNIVERSITY

and other Bubdists-monasteries.

The observance of WAN PHAR is no
doubt a good Thai-custom, because it is the
Phra
Ratanatraya™ which is the only way to purify

attempt to bring the people closer to

their mind and to uphold their moral stand-

*
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