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‘National’ Brand Batteries are Long Service
Life. Superior & High Performance baatteries
for Passenger Cars, Light Trucks, Heavy duty
Trucks & Buses etc, Also Best for Uninterrup=
+=d Power Supply (UP S) & Invester efc.
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Basanta Motors (Regd.)

G. P. O. Box 2241, 5/1: Basantapuh Kathmandu
Tel: 215367, 2229%27.
Fax: 9771 227567,
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The end of a Glorious Chapter

By- R. B.

1. Historiy of Buddhism in Nepal=

The History of Buddhism in Nepal
dates back to the period of Shakyamuni
Tathagata himself twenty five centuries ago.
The historical massacre of the Shakyas in
Kapilwastu and Dewadaha, the two republi-
can states in 486 B. C. by king Widudabha
of Kosala forced the Shakyas, the early Bud-
dhists, to emigrate to various areas. inculding
Nepal. The Moolasarwastiwada Vinaya samgr-
aha, an ancient Buddhist text contains an
elaborate account of the visit of Bhikshu

Ananda Mahasthabira, the famous disciple

and Principal Private Sccretary of Gautama
the Buddha to Kathmandu Valley to see his
Buddhist relatives and followers residing
there during the hife time of the Buddha.
Since the prevalent code of conduct of the
monks as prescribed by the Buddha during

Buddhism did not allow

the early days of
the monks to wear shoes,Bhikshu Ananda

walked barefooted, as usunal, during his haza-
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Vandya

rdous journey to Kathmandu frem Shrawa
sti to see his kit and kin in Nepal. H
had to suffer serioms frost bite in his lim
during the journey while crossing through

cold, windy and snowy mountainous area
in Nepal, The Buddha later permitted th
use of shoes by the monks in cold and sno-
wy places. The precess ¢f migration of the
Buddhist from Kapilwastu and adjoinin
states continued up to 185 B, C. in Nepal-
The growth of Buddhism in Nepal seemed to
have received a farther beost after the cons-
truction of Charumati Vihara in present

day Chabahil arca by Charumati, the daugh-

ter of Emperor  Ashoka arouud 230 B.C..;

The existence of a large number of ancient

Viharas, stupas and chaityas in Kathmande
and other various parts of Nepal testifies
that Nepal continued to free the promotion
and prospenity of Buddhism and even playes
a very important role m introducing and

farther strenethening the teachings of the

Buddha in countries like Tibet and China as

Anandakoomi



N fater Become 2a improtant cen-

~2na, Mantrayana, and Vajray-

~2;ana) sects of Mahayana Buddhi

|

o Beictist History-
=wzr, Buddhism in Nepal had to

® fmoccoended state  suppression six

-

= 220 during the reign of King Jaya—
5= (1380-1422 A, D.). It was their
emiod of Buddhist history that saw the
= “osappearance of the sacred traditi-
B af Tocraveda Buddhism, if not the ent—
m=ation of Buddhism in Nepal, for
Bgeent six centuries to come, ‘
2! of Toeravada Buddhism=
Mest Venerable Sangha Mahanayaka
Wz Mahasthabira was the first and
== yellow robed monk * (Novice) to
@mfs in 1930 A. D. to receive
® 15¢ original Theravada Bud-

=l 2fter the lapse of six centu-
" Sarzba Mahanayaka-

wasasJds Mahasthabira
Kathmandu 93 vears
_ &% of Baisakha Shuk-
s Toez &= 19090 A D. as the yo-
W Harska Bir Singh Tuladhar

-

and Mrs. Mohan Maya Tuladhar, His pare—

nts were physicians (Vaidyas) by profession.

He was therefore, named as Vaidya Kula

Man Singh Tuladhar in his babyhood.
Remumciation—

He left for Lhasa, Tibet on business
mission at the age of sixteen and first reno-
uned his household life there in Tibet in 1928
A. D, and entered the order of Tibetan
monks under his auspices of Guru Forankha
Rimpoche, He was renamad as Thile Chul-
thim i. e, Karma Sheela.

During his pilgrimage to Incia as a
Ghelun (Tibetan monk), he met most vene—
rable Burmese Guru Chandramani Mahasthab.
Ira in Kushinagar and was reordained by him
as Shramanera Karma Sheela in 1930 A. D,
in Theravada School of Buddhism,

In the same year, he visited Kathma-
ndu to propagate. re-introduce and re-estab-
lish Theravada Buddhism in the country
of Lord Shakyamuni's birth amidst the most
unfavourable environment of public apathy
and indifference and government wrath and
indignity. He made great painstaking efforts
to propagate and promote Therevada Budd-
hism and thus become the first historical
pioneer monk dhammaduta to undertake the

most difficult task of laying the foundation
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stone of the revival of the genuine Thera-

bada Buddhism in Nepal He was the first

yellow-robed disciple of the Buddha to rei-
ntroduce all the three disciplines of the dha-
mma viz. the Pariyatti Shashna (=Doctrines),

the Pratipatti Shashna (= Religions Cond-

uct) and the Partivedha Shashana (=Medita—

tion) in this country after their long historic

disappearance from the Land of the Bnddra

himself.
Venerable Karma Shecla received upa-

sampada i. €.
in the higher grade of the order of the

Sangha at

1932 A. D. and was renamed as Bhikshu

Prajnananda.

In the year 1943 A. D. he aleng with his
colleagues, was expelled frem

seven other

Nepal. On charges of Porpagating the teach-
ings of the Buddha. He spent three years in
exile and came back to Nepal in 1946 A, D.
and engaged himself more enthusiastically
and dedicatedly in the presentation, propa—

Buddhism in the

gation and premotion of
country.

Highest Title-

Soon after the establishment of dem-

ocracy in

ed. All Nepal Bhiksha Matasaagha, the

apex-body of the order of Nepalese monks,

32

the full fledged membership

Arkan in Myaamar in the year

1951 (2007 B. S.). the newly form—

in recogniation of his pioneering dhamma

uta works in reviving Theravada Buddhise

in Nepal and his unparalled and unprecede
and sacrifices in the nob

nted  efforts

cause, honoured venerable Prajnanm{da
unanimously electing him to the most respe
ctable position of the First Founder Presi
ent of All Nepal Bhikshu Mahasang! a,
held this position of Presidentship unin
terruptedly for more than three decades
Besides, he was also honoured as the first.
President of Nepal Buddhist scriptural  stu-

dies i. e, Nepal Buddha Parivatti Shiksa,

la recognition of his historica

efforts and epoche-making contributions i
the revival and then subsequent tireless un
ceasing endeayours for the preservation an
promotion of the Dhamma to the extent 0
present day development in Nepal, the firs
historical Buddhist Conference (Thera Sama
gama) of Nepalese monks as well as foreig
senior monks held at Swayambhu, Kathman
du in 1984 A. D, conferred the highest title
of Ariya Dhamma Rakkiita Nepal Buddh
Sacana Yamsalankara Siri Sangha Mahanaya
cn most venerable Prajnananda Mahasthabir
{he oldest and the eldest monk of Nepal,
besides elevating him unanimously to the nes

wly created highest m'g:u‘.iz:‘.tional position o

Anandabocmi



%% long Dharmanushasaka of All Nepal Bhis
&5 Mahasangha of the country as well.

Later Myanmar Government t00 conf-

ered on him the highest Buddhist title of
Agzca Mahapandita as a recognition o his
selfless service to the world.
Social and religious activities—

Later most venerable Agga Mahapan-
@12 Sangha Mahanayaka Prajnananda Maha-
w=habira had published 21 books on various
spects of his Dharmma besides composing a
lot of religious songs, hymns and prayers. He

w25 a skilled artist in paintings and free arts.

He rad led and participated in a lot
o7 Buddhist conferences, seminars and meeti-
==« abroad, such as holy sixth Sangayanas in
Mszomar in 1254, 2500th Buddha Jayanti
selebration in New Delhi in 1956, Asian Bu-
@i conference in P. R. China in 1964,
Thi=¢ Asain conference in New Delhi in 1974,

Smucese peace stupa function at Rajgiri, Ind-

@ = 1974 Chandramani memorial function
& Sostinagar  India and so and so forth.
B Bad  received, in his Vihaa, all Kinds of
Badiniar zood-will missions and delegations

i <o
-

ntries all over the world led by dis-

world Buddhist Leaders of Myan—

i

S=lznka, Thailand, Japan, Mongolia,

Germany, Vietnam, U, S, A. and

o0 o

others. During his life he had Constructed or
inspired to construct a member of Buddhist
Viharas and Nunneries at Balambu, Dombu,
Thaina, Ubahil and Lunkhusi in Kathmandu
Valley besides constructing four pilgrimage

centres at Thaina, Lalitpur as well as at

Kirtipur, Kathmandu. Most of the monks
and nuns of Nepal have either been directly
ordained by him or he has helped and ins-
pired them to receive ordination in Theravada
Buddhism. His Presidential Viharas, wherever
they may happen to be, have always remain=
ed the active Buddhist centres for Buddhist
studies, religeous preachings and discourses
and meditations for all aspirant people from
of

and

Nepal and abroad. Mass ordinations

male disciples and female disciples

group meditations were organised in the
Kathmandu during his pirthday Celebrations
from this year 1986 on words.

Indisposition and demise—

He had first cardiac arrest at the age
of 77, followed by subsequent attacks later.
He was provided medical treatment twice in
Bangkok, Thailand. But this physical condi-
tion too failed to deter him from following
as usual, an active dhamma life daily even
ripe uptil old age of 93. Sangha Maha—
nayaka Prajnananda Mahasthabira was bury
to the Thai

preaching the dhamma
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visitors monks and lay disciples even uptill

the late aftzrnoon on the last day of his

life: He was' painting a Buddha image and
studying a Buddhist text when he had-the last
fatal heart
11,71993.

Sudden Demise—

attack on the evening of March

Agga Mahapandita Sangha Mahanay=
aka Prujnananda Mahasthabira passed away
suddenly but silently and peaccfully at 9.15
P. M. in shree Shakya Simha Vilar, Thaina
Tole, Lalitpur on March 11, 1993.

As scon as the sad news of the sudden
demise'of Sangha Mahanayaka was commui-
nicated, a large number of people monks, nuns
and the lay disciples, began to hurried in to
the Vihar to pay their last respects. Ambuss—
adors of Myanmar, Thailand and Japan alo-
ng with other foreign dignitaries too visited
the Vihar to lay their respects. The deadbody
was placed for public view for three days at
Shakya Simha Vihara, Thaina, Lalitpur. A str=

eam of people representing various sections

of the society continued to visit the Vihar for
three days to pay their last respects to the
departed Dhamma leader.  Amongst the visit=
ors were Ganesh Man Singh the supreme
leader of Nepali Congress, Krishna Prasad B
attaraj, the presedent of Nepaii- Congress
Party. Mana Mohan Adhikari, the opposition
Madan Kumar

leacler and Chairman and

Rhandari, M. P. Jand General secretary of
Nepal Communist Party (U. M. L.) and a
number of cther public figures. Condolence
massages were received from His Majesty
King Birendra. the President of Sri Lanka,
Prime Minister G. P. Koirala, His Holiness
the supreme Patriarch of Thailand and vari-
ous other lzaders of Political parties, Buddhist
Organizations, social institutions and liter=§
ary bodies.

Thousand of people joined the funeral

procession of the late Sangha Mahanayaka

from shree Shakya Simha Vihara to the Sank-

hamoola river confluence on March 13, 1993.
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Biology and the wheel of Life

- Prof. Ganesh Mali

Siddhartha Gautama and his contem-
Toraries inherited some superstitious notions
Tom traditions, mestly stemming up from
“edic brahmanism that were prevalent in tho-
“= days. These were notions about lokas and
Stuvanas each loka being differert from
“iter. Altogether people in those days belie-
== in seven lokas and forteen bhuvanas.
"Bese were notions about heaven and hell.
= tfe notion of rebirth of an individual
“=ous forms of life according to the
‘Karmas). People believed in endless
< of suffering an individual has to unde-
“Srovgh what was called the wheel of
‘EEavachakra). What worried Siddh-
8¢ most was that there seemed to be
=3pe from the wheel of life. 1s there no
W T cuffering, he asked, and he deci-
#8 make it the key problem for his inv—
wms. H: was to be satisfied with noth-
Saa complete cessation of the process

d through the wheel of suffer—

ing for an  individual. Siddhartha, after six
years of intensive mental excercises discove-
red the path leading to complete cessation
of craving in all forms thus cutting the
round of Karmaand hence the need to be
born again. He developed his theory of Pra-
titya-Samutpada and the concept of Nirvana
precisely for the cessation of the round of
suffering for an individual. Perhaps Siddhar-
tha would not have worried so much about
the problems of suffering if he knew more
about the Scince of life as we do now.
However, Buddha and his contempor=
aries are not to be blamed for the kind of
notions handed down to them through gene-
rations especially from the vedic traditions.
We should bear in mind that they lived on
this planet about 2500 years ago while the
Science of biology along with its modern

theory of evolution and genetics developed

only within the last two hundred years.

We now koow all kinds of life we
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know exists on this planet only and we can-
not know of other forms of life. We are not
aware of any other forms of life on other
palnets of the solar family or on distant
galaxies. The Science of evolution tells us
how the first life began in the waters of the
Ocean about 4.4 billion years ago out
of the accumula ted inorganic materials with-
out any forms of life entering from another
part of the COSMmOS- The first life was in the
form of jelly (protoplasm) which later for-
med the unicellular animals and plants.
Later on multicellular animals were formed
which grew in complexity with every passing
generation until after several millicn years

animals as we know them ncw were formed.

According to the science of genetics,
we know that the stream of life continues
as a whole through the process of reprodu-
ction in various ways sexual as well as ase-
xual. The nature of the offsprings is dete-
rmined by the parent genes that contribute
to their formation and it has little to do
with other individuals. In simple animals
like the bacteria and the amoeba the daugh-
ter cells, formed by binary fissicn, are ex-
act replica of the mother cell. The condition
of reporduction is controlled by the avail=-

ability of food and warm temperature and
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does not depend on other dying individuals.
1f one or two amocbas enter our alimentary
tract and happen to find good food, millio—
ns of them will be formed within a few
days, causing dysentery and diarrhoea,
Wwhere do so many lives come from ? They
are not result of individuals, plants or ani-
mals, dying somewhere without entering
nirvana, Individuals not concerned directly
with the progess of reproduction may affect
the enviornment to some exient through
their activities but in no way do they inter-
fere with the nature of the gametes that
come together or with the spores that are
formed in the mother plant, Wwhen an indi—
vidual dies, his desires cannot be changed
into activities that affect the copulating
gametes, for the process of repreduction is
entirely a separate process although the cnve
ironmental change which the dying indivi-
dual has effected before his death through

his activities may tosome exient affect the

development of the new bern individual,
just as the children are affected by the act—
ivities of the elders. Children when they are
first concieved within the mothers’ womb
receive the genes from the parents and are
directly determined by the way the chromoso-

mes interact rather ttan by the nature of
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some  individual who may bé dying some

where, _

Thus although the stream of life on
ccarth is one whole process, the dying indi-
vidual is not born arpain, and so far as the
biological science is concerned, nothing pass.

_es out of the body of the dying individual
to affect the other genes taking part in rep=
roduction.
If we regard life as one whole, and
the desires and activities of an individual
that keeps on monitoring his life as part
of the whole life process, then there is some
justification in  saying that the individual's
unfuliilled desires are carried on by someone
who happens to fall along his line in the
stream, But this has nothing to do with the
=ssation of his desires to carry onlife
2 ong the stream. Suffering ends for that
attainment

sarticular individual with the

¢ the desireless state but the stream of

= flows on. Nirvanahood, it is purely

“nwwidual pursuit for freedom from suffe—
==z there is no question of the whole stre-
&= of life entering into nirvana,

Let us take the question of the popu-

Soubling on the average every twenty

s, Does it mean that the increasement
@8 member is due to the activities of other
SSemals doing  virtuous deeds and passing

ey

DoOmi

unto the human forms ? Ecosystem tells
that, but for the predators the animal popu-
lation itself increases beyond hounds. The
population growth of the mosquitoes in su—
mmer, for example, cannot be related to
other animals dying somewhere to pass unto
the forms of mosquitoes. Similarly decrea-
sing population growth by artificial ‘means
and extermination of human race can no
longer related to the nirvana phenomenon.
The jataka stories abounds with acc—
ounts about the rebirth of human beings
in different forms of qnimals and plants.
The science of biology and psychology tells
us that plants and animals do not think and
communicate in the way mentioned in the
jataka stories. Not to mention the lower
animals, the nervous system of even verte.
brates other than human beings has remai-
ned far below that of the human beings in
course of evelution. Man cannot be born

again as animals with his thinkings intact,

The science of biology has provided
us with a different perspective to look at
lokas,

hell and rebirth and the wheel of life of the

the concepts of bhuvanas, heaven,

times of the Buddha, Buddha’s theory of
nirvana as cessation of suffering for an ind=~
ividual is an enternal truth, no dout, so

long as life by a series of rebirths in
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different forms has got now to be reexami-
ned from a different point of view which is
now accesible through the science of biology.

Actually Buddhism does not believe
in the existence of a self and its  transmigr-
ation. It is a religion which denies the very
existence of self in individuals. Everything
is selfless (Sabbe dhamma anatta’ti) it decl-
ares, how then is rebirth to be reconciled
with this view ?

The stream of life flow on and on, even
when there is no ihdividual as such that leav-
es a body and enters another body.No body is
born as such no body dies. The continuation

of the total stream of life is only there, goad_
ed on by the motivating forces of moha, dwes—

ha and raga, symbolised by the pig, the ser.-
pent and the cock in the wheel of life, but the
lives is nowhere to be szen. Empty pheno-

mena roll on, The science of biology also
does not confirm existence of a permanent
entity ia an individual, Buddhism is perfe-
ctly scientific if we just take out the vedic
superstitions from it. '

In short, Buddhism, order to become
a really scientific religion, has now got to
consider the new development in biology
since the days of the Buddha, and revise
its old dogmas of rebirth, lokas, bhuvanas,
heaven hell crores of devas and dc»'is,- and
the wheel of life. Perhaps by doing so we
will have to shed off much of the ancient
Buddhism but this will

teward a revitalised form

revered notions in
surely lead us
of Buddhism possibly we can compose a
simple effective packet of Buddhism for all
freeing it from the unscientific nothing of

'i'i‘i

vedic brahmanism.,
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Condolence

President March 12, B., E 2536
All Nepal Bhikshu Association
Kathmandu Nepal

Your Venerable,

[ have learned with- Damma samvega of the sudden death of
His Eminence Sangha Mahanayaka Pragyananda Mahathera Spiriutal
Patron of the All Nepal Bhikshu Association of Nepal. His Eminence
was one of the pioneers who revived Theravada Buddhism in Nepal.
His Eminence, a great spiritual leader, deserved particular praise for
is life of constant dedication to the promotion and welfare of
Buddhism in Nepal, a land of Buddha This His Eminence did through
literary activities and fruitful deeds wide by known both in his home
‘and and abroad. His Eminence’s contributions should be cherised
with pride and remembered with respect by all Buddhists. Moreo-
vere, His Eminence was wellknown to and highly regarded by the
Thai Sangha and Thai Buddhists. His Eminence’s demise is a great loss
“2 Nepalise Buddhism.

Please accept my profound Dhamma Samvega and the sincere
=ondolences from Thai Buddhists at this time of your great loss.

NN Y A A A A NAN NN YN A BNBNY

Sd.
(Somedet Phra Nyanasamvara)

Supreme Patriach of Thaijland.
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Venerable Aniruddha Mahathero,
President,

All Nepal Bhikkhu Association,
Vishwa Santi Vihara,
Meen Bhawan,
Nayan Baneshwar,
Kathmandu, Nepal.

Message Begins

«I was deeply grieved to learn about the passing away of the most ven-
erable Aria Dhamma Rakkhit Nepal Buddha Sasana Vansalankar Sri
Pavara Agga Mahapandita Prajnananda Smgha Mahanayaka Thera
of Nepal.

The Most Venerable Sangha Mahanayaka Maha Thera Was the first
Buddhist Monk to visit Nepal as far back as 1930. Since then. for
63 years the most Venerable Sangha Mahanayaka Maha Thera has
sacrificed all worldly Pleasures for the promotion and propagation in
the Buddha Dhamma in Nepal. The most Venerable Maha Thera
has published 21 books on Buddhism. He was wellversed in the
Buddha Dhamma as well as in oriental languages, such as pali. He
pioneered the revival of Theravada Buddhism 1n Nepal.

The passing away of the most Venerable Mahanayaka Maha Thera is
an irreparable lose, not enly to the Buddhists of Nepal, but to the entire
Suddhist World. On behalf of the millions of Buddhists of Shri Lanka
2nd the Government of Shri Lanka, I convey my decpest sympathies
o the members of the family of the Maha Thera, the Maha Sangha
2nd the Buddhist public of Nepal. :

May the most Venerable Ariya Dhamma Rakkhit Nepal Buddha Sasa-
=2 Vansalankar Shri Pavara Agga Mahapandita Prajnananda Sangha
Mzhanayaka Thera attain Nibbana.

Ranashing Premadasa
g President of Shri Lanka
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