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.(BEnglish Language)

Some prodlems of Buddhism

. prof. Dr. Ganesh Mali

Buddhism, no (—Ioubt.,'is"a religion

more scientific than any other living religi-

ons and it is also noted for its_uﬁpa'rallgle;d '

human values.
ddhism in the extollation and execution of

basic haman virtues such as the ten parami-

.tas and  the four bhrahmaviharas. Buddhism

is alse noted for the scientific attitude it

carries of not believing in sometking without

actually experiencing the turth of jt. But still

there are many problems that beset Buddhi-
sm and makes it very difficult to survive in

its pure essence in the troubled world of these

days. It is also berommg very difficult for

Buddhlsm to uphold its key faiths am:dlst

the growing of scientific truths in. today’s

world, which is highly scientifically advarced

than in the days of the Buddha. Herc we

discuss some of the tasic problems that .

Buddhism ‘must solve if it is to survive ard
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Few religions can match Bu- -

‘was rampant in those days.

~ They also used tb believe

become _popular in the troubled but scienti”
ﬁcall_y ,agivaﬁced- wb}ld of these days.

: _His.to_ry tells’ us that Buddha was born_
as Siddhartha Gautama, son of a king who
was under the mﬁacnte of vedic Brahmamﬁm

Even the four headed hindu god Brahma s

said to have come_ to recieve Bud_dha_ as a
newporn child. The sages and saints that
frequented the court of king - Suddhodana

were vedic Brahmins. Slavery and castism

Yajnas were
carried out with _animal sa(_:riﬁccg to please
the gods. People used-to- believe in the exist-
ence of seven lokas and fourteen bhuvaras.
in life after dea-t’h
or rebirth and continual spinning in the wheel
of life for mnumerable years. They used ta

believe in the cmstence of heaven and hell
People used to please the gods inas ma

ways as po.@sible to wakeé-life on earth

Aler ('_iluli



for them as tircy did not know the way to es

cape from the endlcqs suffering of going thre
ough the wheel of life, Perhaps it was also
- this thing that worried Siddha‘rlha the most.
courtiers§

Kings, Brdhmins and . powerful

enjoyed most of the beauties ,and delicacies

of life while the lowly “and the poor faired

the worst of it. -

Siddhahtha, as a prince, revolted aga-

inst the evils of vedic Brahmanism, against
animal sacrifices and castism and against
suffering in general. Although he rose high
up from the miseries of the existing soCiety
like a

lotus growing out of the mud inside the

and preached a noble way of living,

water, he still bad . his feet buried under the

.ﬁlth of vedic brahmanism; He urged his

Bhikkhus to live a life of purity and escape
: f:om“thc_'wheel of life rather than remain
. inside the world to sweep out the dirt of
slavery and castism and the superstitions of
Vedlu brahmanism from - the socwty It was

unfort’un‘atc that royal personages like Nanda

and Rahul were converted to Bhlkkhus for

they cnuld have better remamcd as kings

after Suddhodana to spread the message of
Buddha far-and w;de

Scxenge_tel!s us today that the seven

Anandaboomi

_rooted in vedic rclivions.

have bcen d1fﬁcu]t

lokis, the heaven and  hell an(; the cycle of
rcﬁi_rt‘n are all fantasies of the h_{zman mia)_d
Buddhism has got
to purge wself of these filthy remains if it is
to beconie a really scientific 1*e1i2i0n

Buddhism has also been a type of reli- -

gion that 2an ﬂounsh only‘in a land flowuw

with milk and honey with the  granaries full
of gmins: It s 'basically -a' religion for the_
péaccful times when people can lock upon
even a life of plenty as embedded in%ufﬂ:r-
ing -and not wc;rthjf to live. "And also it is
in the days of plenty tI"-ht people could set

their mind to the idle pursuit of philosophy
and happmcss '

Times have changed since the days of
Buddha, Overpqpulatlon has sharpened the
struggle for existence. How many taday wou-
Id fill their mind with compassion on seeing

a corpse lying on the street<or at half dead -

beggar lying by the roadside ? _To become a

pure Buddist in the midst of the struggle to—
(.ay is. almost an impossible feat, It must
in the days of Buddha -
also, ‘that is why the Sangha was eshtablish--
ed. Bul thcse c‘a)s it is more difficult. When
pcoplc has to choose between struggle and
death, they’ mvanably choose the' former; al-

though by doing so they become less of a
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Buddhist.

Pure Buddhists have, in the dayé of
struggle, sought tefuge in and
. rather than fight the terrorists
and the orthodox that challerrged their exis-
tence, They have even tried to amalpamate
into theniselves the rituals of the faiths and
beliefs of these in power although by so
doing they have made a mess of their own

religion,

caves
mountains

Buddhism has flourished mostly under
the patronage of some rulers, and that also
in times of peace. Obviously, Buddhism has
to undergo certain transformations if it is to
become the religion of the sufferring huma-
nity of these days. Bven when faced with the
dangers of extermination, a Buddhist cannot
regard everything as sunya and escape all
consequences,

The Buddhist ideology of skipping the
wheel of lifeand achieving the goal of nirva-
na has got to be reviewed today in a diffe-
rent context. In all probability. It seems that
the problem should be solved in two stages.
The first stage would be to wipe out suffer—
ing in the international and the national
context by making a decent peaceful living
possible for the average individual. The se-
cond stage would be to open the gates of
nirvana for one who would prefer to live a
life free from all . kinds of suffering. When
the house is on fire, the first-step would to
quench the fire, rescue the inmates and set
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the house in crder rather than run away

from it never to return. Theonly an inmate
may choose between living in it or living
outside itlwithout cares and worries.

" Another basic weakness of Buddhism
is its inability to resist the temptations that
come from other religious sources. Although
Buddha himself tried to resist such temptati-
ons and refrained from entering into hairsp-
litting debate about the ten avyaktas includ-
ing the cause and the purpose of existence,
especially the Mahayanists, later ventured
into the region ‘“‘where angels feared to
tread’’.

enshrouded with mystical ideas and superst-

Conseauently Buddhism became

itions and broke down inté several branches.
Buddha himself, rather than his noble way
of life, was deified beyond all bounds. The
Bodhisattva ideal, which is a very lofty ideal,
became limited to a few Bohisattvas like
the padmapani and Amoghasiddhi lokeswa-
ras who came to be worshipped as the redee-

mers of all evils on earth. The various tant- ¢

rayanas and the mantrayanas made Buddhism
mystical and unapproachable for the comm-
on people.

Now a high time for us has come, to

~ review Buddhism in its historical perspective

to purge it of all incredible and unscienntifi®
ideas and beliefs and then to work it out as
a scientific and rational rcligion for all prac-
tically suited to cure the evils of present day

living.
%
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