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beconre -gopular in the troubled but qcienti

fically advanced, world of these'days.

. ,Histo_ry t91,ls us that Budtthl'ryas born

as Siddhartha Gaulqma, so:n p[ a king who

was'under the lnflu91ce of vedic Brahmanism.

Even the foui-' lieaded hindu god Brahma is

said to have comu tb -recibve Buddha as a

nes'born child: The, sages and saints that

freQuented the c-ourt of kirrb '-suddhodana

were vedic -Brhhmlns. Slavery and castism

yas rampant in thqse days-. YajnaS, ryere
:

qarried out with -animal sacrificeb ltp. please

the;.gods. Peoplb used to'believe in.(he exist-

ence of seven:lokas and fourtegn bhuvanas-
' : a':

They also used Lo believe in rlife afJer dearh

oi rsbiith and continual spinning In thewhcd

of life for innumerable years. .They used

believe in the existence' of heaven and

Peopls used to please the gods in as

ways as possible to it'ake life on eat'th eari

Ar al<'attt

$ome prodlenls- of Buddhism

pr,o{. Dr Ganesh Mali

_ Buddhism, no doubt, is 
-a religion

.more scientiflc than any othcr living religi;

ons and it'is.also noted for. its_uriparalialed' ', : '.. ..

huma'o,values. Few religions can rnatch Bu-' .

rldhipm in the extol'lation and execution of
I basic hurnan-virtues such as the ten parami-

,tas and thq four bhrahntariliaras. Buddhism

is"also iroted for the scirntific attitude it
ca1i9s. of not believing in scmetl-.ing without- -

actually experiencifrg the turth.of it.' But still
.

there are mar_ry problems that beset Buddhi-

sm and',lTlakes it verv difficult to survive in.:
itg pule essence in the troUbled world sf these

.,
days., It is also becoming verl, diffcult for

. Buddhism to uphold its, key fait$s anridist

the growing of scientific truths in. today's.'

world, which is highly scientifically advariced

than in the days of the' Buddha. Here we

discuss bome of the tasic problcrr,s ttat
Buddhismlinust solve if it is to survive at d'-

-.1 ....
t6



fo-r them as they,tli,J not know the wa)/ to 0s.

eape from ll:e endlessisu-frering cf gcing thr
ougir the wheei ol life. Pe;:ha.ps it was also

this thing that worried Siddharlha the rnosr.

Kings, Brdhn.rins anC powerful cour-ticr.\i

enjc,yed most cl' the bcautics 
, 
aud dcl icacies

of lifo wiril*: iir"e towly :and the poor fairecl

Sicldha,rtha, as a prince, rcro!ted aga-

inst t!e'evils cf yedic I Brahmanism, agains't
' ani.mal sacrifices and .:astism and against

suffcring in general. Although he iose high
up from the rniseries of the existing society

and preachcd a noblg u/sy of living, like a

lotus growing ou[ of the mud inside the
waterr he stili hacl . his feet buried under the
fi,lth of vedic brahmanism. He urged his
Bhikkhus to Iive a liie of purity and escape

from the wheel of liic rathcr tha:r remain

, inside the world.to sweep out the dirt of
slavery and. castism anct. the' s.uperstitions. of
vedit brairnranisnr from the society. It was
unforfuirEte that royal personages iike Naacia-
and Rahul were convertcd to BhikkhLrs for
they could have better remained as- kings.
after Suddhodana to spread tt.,l, n,rrrug" of
Buddha far and wide.

Sciencc tells us today that the scven

Ananclaboomi

Iuilis, tlltY 
.}tciil..en a:rri hcil arLd tlre c-vcle rif

rrbirth :re rll faritc:ies. ril i.he hurn3s *i,-,,1

. rootrd in verlic reiigiorrs.- BLidtlhisrn has got.
l

tD nui'gc ir scli of, ihg:,. flI1' y remains if it is

to becomb a really scientif,c religion.

Buddiiism has also "heen a type of reli. '--\.-
, gion that r,_aa l]ourish onty:in a land flowirlg

with milk ald loney_with. the granaries full
of grains. it is basically a religi",n lor the

p,,'accful tinres rvlicn neople can lock upon'

c\'(in A lilc o[ plenty as cmbeddsd in suffer-
- 

ing -and not worthy to livc. And also it is
ir: tJre da1:,s of plenty tiiat people could set

thcir nrind to tire iclle pursuit of philosophy
aud happiness

_a

Timcs have.cbanged since the days of,

Budrlha. Ovcrpopulation has sharpenecl the

ld fllatheir mincl with compdssion on seeinf

a corpse l3ir,g on thc. street,br at half dcad

beggar lf ing by tLe;-oaCside ?,To bec,ome a-
pu; e Eucldist in tire rnidst of the struggle to-

. Cay is almost an impcssible !eat. It must

havc been difficult irr tlre days of Buddha .

/
alsor 'that is whjr the Sangha was eshtablisli-

ed. But these Ca1,s it is more diflEcult. When

peopie has to choose beiween strugglb ariit

<leath, they'invariably choose"the) iormert al=

tl:orrph t.y Coing so they become less of a

ift,



Buddhist.

Pure Bucldhists have, iir the clays cf
str.uggle, spught refuge in caves and

moJntains rather than fight the terrorists
and the orthodox that challen-ceci their exis'

tence. They have even trieil tc arnalpamate

into tlientselves the rituals ol the faiths antl

beliels'of those in pow€r althougli by so

doing they have made a mcss of rhcir orvir

religion.

Buddhism has flonrished mostly unCer

the patronage of some rulels, and that aiso

in times of peacq. Obviously, Buddhism has

to undergo certain translormations if it is to
become the rcligion of the sufferring huma-

nity of these days. Even when faced'with the

dangers of exterminationr a Buddhist cannot

regard everythjng as sunya and escape all

consequences.

The Buddhist ideoiogy of skipping the
wheel of lifeand achieving the goal-of nirva-'
na has got to be reviewed today in a diffe-
rent context. In alt probabilitv. lt seems that
the problem should be solved in two stages.

The flrst stage would .be to wipe out suffer-

ing in the international and the national
context by making a decent 1;eaceful liviug
possible ftrr the average inclivitlual. The sc-

cond stage wbuld be to open the gates of
nirvana for one who rvould prefer to live a
life free from all . kinds of stiffuring. When

the hsuse is on fire,-the flrst.step would to
quench the fire, resclle the inmates ancl sct

18

thc house in criler rattier ihan run aw3\

from ii never to rsturn. The only an iomate

miy choose between living in it or living

oulside itlwithout cares and worrics.

. Another basic weakncss of Btiddhisn,

is its inabitity to rosiet the temptations that

come frcm otlrer religious sources. Althotl-sir

Bucldha himself tr:ied to resist such.temptati*

ons anel refraineC from entering'into hairsp'

litting debate aboutltlee ten avyaktas i[clud-

ing the cause and the purpose of existence,

especially'the Ii,Iahayanists, later ventured

into the region o'whef e. angels feared to

tread". Conseauently Buddhism became

unrihrouded with'mystical ideas and srrporst-

itions and broke dowri into several branches'

Bucldha himself, rather than his noble way

of lifer was deified beyoud all bounds. The

Bodhisattva ideal, which is.a very lofty ideal,

became limited to a few Bohisattvas like

the padmapani and Amoghasiddhi lokeswa'

ras who c&me to be worshipped as the redee-

mers of all cviis oll errth. Thc varioqs tarlt',
tayanas aiid the man'rra)arras 6atlc Eucloi:i..m

nrystical antl unapproachabic for tile comirr-

on people.

Norv a high time fo,r us h.aP come, to

review Buddhism in its' histof ical pei'specti','e

to purge it of all incredible and unscienn'eific

iCeas and beliefs and then to work it out as

a scientific and raiional reli.gion for all prac'

tically suited to cure the evils of present da1'

I iving' 
iir,{
)-+l
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