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The councils or the Sanghayanas held, to
Revive Buddhism and Buddha Shasana -

- Mr. Chandrajit. Dhammika. Paranagama - Sri Poorwarama

Dharmawijaya. Pirivena, Kalutara South, Srilanka

After the passing away of the Buddha,

it soon appeard that some monks werc
breaking the :;ulcs of the order or vinaya
established by him. The Ven. Kassyapa Maha
Arahat who was alive at that period, thou-
ght it is high time to summona council of
Bilder monks of the order to go through the
sutras of Dhamma and Yinaya lodged only
in their memories. :
This was because, during the time
of Buddha practically nothing was recorded
in Books.
THE FIRST COUNCIL OR TH&E
FIRST BANGHAYANA
The 1st council or Sanghayana was
held th}t:e months after the Parinibbana,
Patronage for this council which was held
close to Rajagaha in the ancient Kingdom of
Magadh, was given by King Ajasat, It was

held at the Saptaparni Cave, presided by

Ana_ndabhoomi

Ven. Kassapa, Maha Arahat with the parti-
cipation of five hundred monks.

Ven. Ananda Thcr-c_ who moved very
close to the Buddha during his Life played
a vital role. ch‘ Ananda thera who possed
a wonderful memory, remembered all the
Dhamma preached by Tathagata and he was
able to recite all that for-the henfit of all
those who were asscmblsd. It is said that
very first council of Sanghavana was a
complete succss.

THE SECOND COUNCIL OR

SANGHAYANA
One hundred years a_i‘tcr‘thc passing
away of Tathagata the Lord Buddha, some

disputes relate to the Vinaya rules (order)

arose among seme bhikshus wanting to

change certain rules laid by Tathagata the
Lord Buddha on ten points.

Some of the important rules that

17



these rebellious Biliﬁshus wanted io change
are— 1. Storing of salt in a horn to be' taken
: with food.
2 Transaétions with gold and silver
and -

. 3. Totake midday meal till the shadow

has grown up to 3 inches, from

midday.

These new rlulcs- were not admissible
to the monks, including Ven, Arahat Sabb-
'haklni, wio livel the timss of the Lord
Buddha:

Therefore a council ‘or Sangayana was
summoned by Arahat Sabbhakami under
the patronage of King Kalasoka in ‘the
Ancient Kingdom.

This coancil was held at Valukarama
in the City of Visala. All the new rules
" proposed by the rebellious Bhikshus were
council and theras

rejected by  this

who were acainst the new rules were known
as ‘Therawadians’ Evén now Therawada
Buddhism is practised in Srilanka.
THE THIRD COUNCIL OR
S’ANGHAYANA
This particular' Council or Sangha-
ya'na was held during the Reign of-King

"Asoka, ‘The Emperor of India,” who thought
pure ‘Theravada’ Buddism should be prop-

13

agated to Forign. Countries, especially in
Asia,

As a result a ncc;i arose to do away
with certain wrong ideas that were mixed
with Buddha Dhamma by certain unscruplus
monks, ; |

“This council of monks was held at

the Capital City of the Kingdom which
was Pataliputra under  the patronage
of Emperor Asoka. This  council
was presided by ven. Moggaliputtatissa

Maha Arahat. At the end of this, Coun-
cil Missionaries were seat to many coun-
tries including Srilanka.

The Council was _a complete succss
which helped to do “away with several
misunderstandings - and misconccptﬁ that
had embodid into puré Buddha Dhamma.

The mission that was sent to Sri-
lanka was headed by .ven. "Maha ‘Arahat

Mahinda, the son of Imperor Asoka.

This was a notable event, as Lord

Buddha before passing away to Nirwana
had predicted that pure Buddha Dhamma

and his Sasana wiil prevail only in Srilanka.

The People of Srilanka will presgrve it

well.

THE FOURTH COUNCIL OR
SANGHAYANA '

This was_held in Srilanka, during

* Anandabhoomi
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tht': regien of King Valagamba;- During this
particular
monks not good a.»:l they were in the ancient
times.

On the other hand the Learned
Bhikshus

in time to come.

- did not expect an improvement

Therefore at Aluvihara, a place close .

period, the memory power of to review the Dlkamma

to Matale in Srilanka, the Sangha assembled
and record it

in Boaks.

There fore the first time in history,
Buddha's  words. or Hhis

recorded in Books,
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