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: " euuOiilt and paliUniversity
I' ln my commencement of writing this arficte, I would suggest that Buddhisrn cannot

becategorised as "SRII-ANKA BUODHIjM" for it is unique in its sense of DHAMf{A.

"SRILANKA FUDDI-llSM" stresses that the historical, cultural and geogtaphical influB-

nces which moulded its shape as 'SRILANKA BUODHISM" Particular to only SriLanka.

ln this sense, Buddhism can be defined as 'SRILANKAN' same as Japanese-Buddhism,

Korean-Buddhism, Chinese-Buddhism, Tibetair-Buddhism and so on. In the sen$g ,-of

DHAMMA, Buddhism is one and only, unchangeable. inestimable and lndistinguishqble for

the sole purpose of Buddhism whether in Srilanka or in the any part of the world, is to
achieve supreme bliss of Nibbana complete free from suffering through the cultivation of

psychological,process. For this. Bdddhism appties one and only path that is the pa6h .of

purification (Ekayano ayam maggo visuddhiya). Hence it is baseless in the sense of e.ghie-

ving enlightenment, to be called as "SRILANKA BUODHISM".

It is tru€ that Buddhism rakes different facets due to inftuence of geographiqal, sOcldl"

culturalandeccnomicalbasis. lnthe236B. C.whenArahat Mahinda Mahathera broqght.

Buddhismto SriLanka.forthefirsttime,it wastotallya'strange-'or,a 'new' 'lSM' fBl:Sri

Lankans..Bui when Buddhism gradually teok its raot in SriLanka, ,its olter facet ,,algq

began to change in forms fue to the socio- economical backgrounds. |n the 11th and t2th

centuriss, SriLanka had to face South lndian invasions.tikeChola, Pandu. Kerala-invasions

which inlluenced in the fields of religio-cultural backgrounds. As cpnqequenqe, Buddhism

traditions tqok new facet.s mixing up with Hindu tradition. Today in mqst of the Raiqmaha'

viharas in SriLanka hava.Hindu- religious gods and Devatas and Hindu ways of offerings

The history of Buddhism clearly stresses that as tinie, passpd through, ages. Blrddltism ''
took its difierent forms defined as various Yanas, Vadas. Nikayas. Southe[r and l'lorthern

due to the conflictd arose among the Buddhist Sangha-Community. Conse0uently, today,

Buddhism is nominated as Mahayana BuddJrism, Valrayana Buddhism, tlinayana or Thera-

vada:Buddhism, Tantrayana Buddhism and bo on. [n the'same way, during the Anuradha-
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pura, period in SriLanka, there were 3 maior sects known as Mahavihariks, Abhayagiri and

Jetavana. lt is said to have believed that Mahavihariks are of Theravadl 
litgtttqn:.Abhaya-

giri of Mahayana and Jetavana was a later development.'as a branch of Abhayagiii'

Not msre than 600 years ago Buddhism completety lost its base in Srilanka during

fhe Mahanuwara (kandy) period. Upasampada monks were totally conspicuous by absence

to enliv6n Buddhism and onty samanera-monks were said to have remained' so ven' wili-

wita Asarana.sarana Saranakara Maha Thera, who as a Sam'lnera played a vit I lole to

reestablish Budhhism in Srilanka. lt is believad to have brought the Upasampada tradition

(Highar-ordinationi from Siyamr or present Thaiiand to SriLanka by the same There Sara-

nrnkara. Thus. siyama Nikaya, one of the 3 mrjor sects in sriLanka came into being' 
-La.ter

there Were gradual davelopment of othsr two sects called Amarapura and Ramanya which

wer6 brought to SriLanka from Myanmaror Burm:. Thls, at piessnt Sri-Lankan Buddhist

sangha is divided ir,o a ,nrio, sects (ttitayas). ,And each of them furtheimore classified

into several other sub-divisions. For instance, Siyt" Nik*ya has its *:-O'l::i,:l:":::i-

riya, Malawatte and Kotte chapters and so on. Amarapura Nikaya, its seh-socts like Dhar-

marakshita, saddhammawansika and culawansikarand so 01. Ramanya Nipeya has its 9Io-'P

like, Galduwa-group, Mitirigala-group and so on' So' whon we take SriLankan Sangha

community asa whole, *" ".n 
hrve different sects, chapters and groups characterised in

their one different principles. Thus, slthough, Buddhist sangha, as a whcle' ot"":"-i:,t::

Theravada tradition, thay are differed in their principles. Consequently, whenever thsre is a

gathsring of the 3 sgcts, wa can have variad principles and characteristics' such as' in don-

ning robes, holding rites and rituals. For instanca, Siyama Nikayika monks are seem to be

donned the robe without covoring two sfioulders. Ramanya and Amarupura Nikaya:

monks, When don their robes cover both shoulders'

Siyama Nikayika monks are said to have bglonged to high-caste family or "Govigamuva

-family,,. So it is not permitted to low-caste people to"enter the Siyam Order' Both Amala-

pura and Bamanya soct-monks have no caste-difference and all are allowed to enter to

ihsirordera. Siyarn Nikayika.monks hence,'are bgtieved to be superior to the other two'

And wherever there is a religious meeting they ara given the pricritytoperform the religi-

ous activities, Thus. arnong Buddhist monks, in Srir-anka there'are superior and inferior

Attitudes and division grown commonly anTong Buddhist monks. And so called-Siyarna-sect

mcnks owr Raiamahaviharas which are run and organised by Royal trusts during the tlme

of kings in &iLanka, They own several]a.qres ol land which are dividedl" tn: closest'' fami-

tles of the in-charge monk in the templo.,Thus a royal property is en[oyed by a lirnited
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group of people.

Unlikc Siyam-sect monks, Amarapura and Ramanya-sect monks are advanced in their
way of Buddhist traditions. They are engaged in meclitation retreats in the forest hermita-
ges, They live on begging alms, (pindapata) and practice true Buddhist way of monk life.
Yet, some of.them engage in propagailon of Buddhism such as Buddhist missionary nlove-
ments, holding dharma talks, seminars, lectures and so on. SriLanka. has, tcdey become a

centrat place for Budohist education for the rest world. The growing desire of Western peo-
ple towards Buddhism is easily quenched by the facilitated Buddhist educational slstem in
Srilanka. The Sri-Lankarr gorrernment has provided I'irivenas Buddhist colleges, Universi-
ties and lnstitutions in orde; to give out Buddhist education systsmatically At present in
SriLanka, students fron Nepal, lndia. Bangladesh, Taiwan, China, Korea, Vintnam lndonesia.
Malaysia and Cambodia arer,66gaged in Suddhist studies. Nearly 100 countries ryonthly take
anrl read Buddhist publications from the Kandy Buddhist publicetion society.

Thus. Srilankan Sangha cornmunity can be grouped into two catagories:-

: 1. Nranyavasi(Forest-clwellers)
2 Gamavasi (Urban-dwellers)

ln this,case, SriLanka is performing a briltiant service for,the rest of the Buddhist worlcl.

It has indeed, become a csntral venue forBuddhist Education

tt is inevitable, as science andtechnology hastaken its brilliant advancement Buddhism

has.becomomoreandmoreademanded religionin.thepresent world. Buddhism hasbe-
come a vital need for those who are frustrated, deptessed and suffered riue rd the"

growing tensions and restlessness among people as a result of overcommitments and robot-
type-life-slVle. For this, Buddhism is a vital and vibrant answer for them. Yet, unlike'in wes-

tern couniries, it has taken a different facet in SriLanka.- As Srilanka is just'being touched

by the Wesrern cultural influence Buddhists'in SriLanka gradually, absenting their interest

towards Buddhism. As society has become a mon)y-centered, humanity iS Ueing demoted

'among peopl€. [ife has become more and morecomplicated and unrest. Most of thoBud-

dhist people are proverty-stricken. Money is given the priority in any cases and places.

People are ready to commit any sort of criminal acts, such as, murder, robbering, drug'aidi-

cfion. smuggling, prostitution. The rate of suicide is the highest in SriLanka comparing with

th6 rest of the world. Today SriLanka faccs severe btows from the never-6nding-ethnic-l

crisis and down-falt of religio-cultural dignity in society due to lack of moral values speeia-

lly among new generation. Human valrles aragoing down for ethical.scarcity, open econo-

micsystem.andculturalinfluencefrorntheWest.
Thus from a general survey of SriLanka Buddhism it is eyidsnt to have two facets beingr

prevailed that a growing demand of intcrest in Buddhism from westerners and a gradual

pown fall of interests of new generation in SriLanka.
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