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. Rise and fall of Buddfiom in Nepal

: - J. M. Tuladhar

in Rane Period Buddha-Dharma in Nepal was declining and in poor condition.

At that time Mahayana Bgddhism or Tantricism was prevalent which has its roots in

every Newar household still now in Kathmandu Valley. Even this has bsen corrupted

and misunderstood through the lack able teachers and priests. No preeching is allowed,

even ‘telling stories was looked upon with suspicion by the authorsities. The Customs

censured every book and literature that entered Nepal. Even to celebrate Birthday of

Gautama Buddha was restiicted. No teaching, no Bhikshus and Bhikshuis-were seen.

snywhere, sothe Theravada Buddhism wes almost extinct or disappeared from the

land of Lord Buddha's Birthplace. This was the miserable plight of Buddha-Dharma

at that time jUSI as the rise and falt of tide everything goes like this, in the human
mstory :

Awakehing ‘began about 1940 or so. People remembered or came to know Lum-

Bini. the bifthplace of Lotd Buddha which is within' their own country. Nearabout

Lumbiai in Gorkhapur there is Kusinara or Pawva, the Nirvana place of Lord' Buddha.

in Kusinara. there is a monastary where are raduce or Bhikshus from: Ceylow, Burma

etc. among them is a learned Guru Chandramani -Maha Thara, who. intisted most of
the Newar men & women into Samanera and Anagarikas. Among the intiated Sama-

néraé, * there came out a courageous one, Dharmaloka Bhikshu. who sacrificed his
fiteé’ and suffered many hardships for the sake of revival and upliftment and propaga-
tion of the fallen Buddha-Dharma in Nepal. %

Dharmaloka Maha Thera was a Udaya (derived from Upasak) or Tuladhar. known,
as Baran Sahu. before being a Bhikshu. He was one of the famous Lhasa mercha-

nts trading in Lhasa, Tibat.

Going to Lhasa wasnot an easy jourrey from Kathmandl, there were only
‘primitive paths through big, big mountain passes; it takes months to arive at the desti-
~nation of 'Lhasa. There were meny business firms of Udaya Sahwu at Lhasa. On the way

from Kathmandu to Lhasa. there were branch offices &t Kuti, Phari, Kalingpong, Gyantok,
: 'Gyantsa and Calcutta. After the demise of his wife. while his two sons were very young.

he felt disgust with the worldly life, Since then he travelied Asam, Burma and many places
‘of pilgrimage, and at last became a Buddhist reclose. He has also travelléd to Chifia, Burma,
Caylon nd Visited Pancha-Sirsa-Paravata of Sri'Manjushree in China, énd wrote a' book
about his travalling or an gutobiography.  entitled Chin Yatt4 in Nepal Bliasa, His contribu-
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tion for the revival, upliftment and propzgation of Buddha-Dharma in {epali$'so great and
benificial, he became an advocate of Buddha-Dharm revivals an and immortal- martyr for
the cause of Buddha-Dharma His meritetious deeds will be written in golden letters in the
hISIOW * 5 y
Now a days there are many Bhikshus and Bhikshunis, Samaneras and Anagsrikas and the
streets of Kathmandu is Strewn with Buddhist Monks and Nuns wearing Chibar (yellow
robes), which was nil at some times, Many young men and women joinen the Bhikshu-Sa-
ngha, some with tha intention of studying Buddhism in Ceylon. Barma &nd Thgiiand etc,
some supposing it to bs meritorious:to be monks. some for the sake of travelling abroad.
Human nature is wonderful, different pcople have different motives and aims. Some people
vie with jealosy seeing the.comfort and reverence paid to the yellow-robbed monks, It'is
difficult to get accaptancs of the Bhikshu-Bhojan (feeding Bhikshus) invitation, the list is
always full-and many such invitations are always in waiting list. How many must have been
tempted to' be Buddhist monks and’ nuns for the sake of Bhikshu-Bhejan, consisting of
" dainty and delicious dishes, who can say ? ltis not a viritication or criticisr, but. it is the
human nature, what can be done ?

It is avident and plain now-how much international respect, honour, présti‘g_e and
world fame, Buddhism has brought t2 our mother country Nepal, it owes chiefly to Bud-
dhism and none other. The foreigners suppose the inhabitants of Nepal are blessed because
of the Birthpiace of Holy Gautama Buddha. Most of the foreign tourists are attracted chie-
fly by Buddhist temples and architectures etc. in Kathmandu which is one of the ,:ma,in
sources of forsign exchanges, Nepal government also is busy for renq.vati,ng or repairing the
tembles and places of touris's’ intetest, The big Lumbini Project is geing on with large for-
eignaids butits completion seemsa long de'ay. The public wonder why the Lummbini
Project is delaying and not yet finiched as ' the public expected. Now one can visit Lumbini
by road and takes about 6 hours from Kathmandu. There is also a ' regular- flight' by eir to

Bhairawa and thence 1o Lumbini. it takes 20 minutes to Lumbini by bus from Bhairawa Any
tourist can visit Lumbini by air from Kathmandu and ralurn within a day.”
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