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(Engl.ish language)

e{ 9,eace

$,ai,&.wie to. q, S.aparusv,s A*s,tt#ry

lnternatianal Herald Tribune, Tokyo, Japan

It was an unprecedented peace march and a gathering of Buddhists of trlepal held
recently in Kathmandu in rospect of a Japanese buddhist monk Yunataka Nawatame who
died in Lumbini last month. Yhe peace march and the ratly helo afterwards in Kathmandu
weleorganised bya Joint Committee of 115 Buddhist organisations of Nepal to,slrow
support of sympath.y to the bereaved family of the late monk and to pray his attainrnent
of blisslul Nirvana. The Peace march and the ralty also ,lemanded the government of
Nepal for a proper investigation on his death.

The rally of Buddhists held demonstrated the uniry of Nepati Buddhists for a common
cause of catling the government of Neprl for justice and providing enough security in and
around Lumbini, the holiest site not only for Nepaii Buddhists but also for Worldwide
Buddhists as it is the Birthplace of Lord Buddha.

Tho peace march attended. at its starting point. Vasantpure at noon 'on 21st July, by
50.000 Buddhists including monks and nuns of alt rhree traditions of Bucdhism, tho Thera-
wada. Mahayana and Vajray-ana was later joined by a 'hundred thou:ands others at the
rally held late evening at the "Khulla Manch", an open ground theater in the cenrre of the
iity. fne mass relly of BudtJhists of this kind held second time after Democracy relurned ro
Nepal in 1990 shoul,l open any blind eyes to see how Buddhism is treatecl ln l,Iepel. Nepali
Buddhists had held their first mass rally in 1g92 to protest ths reproclaimation of Nepal to
bs a Hindu country and to demand equal rights to all religions in Nepal, which the then
government so called democratically installed by people's power never heerled to. But I do
not think the rally held this time to protest the murder of a human life can ba ignored by
any authorities if they are worth their self.

The peace march and the gathering of hundreds of thousan€is
attonded in person wEs a vary silent and peaceful one worth to its
a gathering of Nepali Buddhists rn,ho paid their hoartfelt respect to

OD
l\

of people, in which I

very word. lt war also

the monk who

emrq{ft



l*o o,"o for the cause of peace for world's human beings through Buddhist teachings

J 
of non-violence. ln addition, several other Buddhist temples and organizations through

I out NeOal hetd a numbei of retigious prayers {or the late monk, who deserved a genuine

J 
*tot"t'

I A Pious Monk

J ffre late Ven'ble Nawatame was supervising rhe construction of a biggest-to-be Peace

I 
PaooOa in the world rt rhe time of his un'Lxpecred death. A younq monk of Nippon Myo-

I hoji Buddhist temple of Japan. Nawatame came to Neoal to hetp build rhe peace pagoda

in the Lumbini peace Park, which has been declared to be a sacred site by Emperor Ashoka

and recently as a site of world heritage by the United Natisns. A Billion doltar UN project

olan is underway to develop Lumbini to an enctave of world Buddhists ard to a site of

international touristic interest. Under on-. of several projects being planned. Nippon Myo-

hoji un ertook to build a peace pagoda in the sacred park of Lumbini. The Nippon Myohoji
has built sevaral peace pagodas in many countries and has plans to complete building 108

peace Pagodas before the end of 20th century, a lqst will of late Fuji Guru, the head of the

Nippon Myohoji tempte

Nawatame went to Nepal first tinie some lS years ago as a tourist and second time in

1993 as a disciple of Fuji Gnru to hetp his master's dream comeE true by buiiding the

world's largest peace pagoda in the sacred park of Lumbini, where the Buddha who prea-

chod the msssage of peace to the world, was born. As was his master's wish to spread
tord Buddha's message of peace, he decidad to leaVe his famity to become a monk in 1983

'nd 
to contribute as much as he can for the world peace. As a mon.k and a dlsciple of Fuii

Guru, he went to !ndia, where severat peace pagodas were being built in places such as
Rajgriha, Sanchi and Bombay. And his experience in these proieots took him to Nepat^ to
fuild the Lumbini peace pegoda,

Peace Pagoda Project

1 Untike previous occassions, in which projects to build peaca pagodas in Nepal had

i ta;led due to invisible evils, he proposed to build the pagoda under an sgroement signed

I ritfr Lumbini Developn:ent Trust, a government appointed body to supervise the devetop-
I

I 
tl-'nt projects in Lumbini. Accordingly, an agreement on the ,.Peace Pagoda Project" was

[ 
.on"O between the Nippon Myohoil and the Lumbini Devetopment Trust to build the

I -ooOt covering an area of 48400 sq. metres and a 156 feet high domi with an ostimated

J 
est ot Us $ 1 million inside the "New Lumbini Village Cultural Zone". The agreement was

I
I e<6r rra
II
I
III
III



slgned in an unprecedented gathering of just five individuals, two representatives fiom
each perty and a' prominent Nepali monk to witness the signing No special guestc, no
cerernonies nor pailies that ate.usually thrown cosling a rot of money *5"n Jnr"";;";;
are signed' Nawatame had said at rhe signing of the agreernent that he coutd not afford
to spend fol parties as the money comes from collections of funds donared by Japanese
eldets by either selling one sl the;r two houses or by Japanese salery rnen and *orn"n. *ho
donated their bonus money for the proiect.

"His honesty i lways reflected in all of hi; activities and his way of life,, says the Ven.
sudarshan Mahathera, a prominent Nep li monk, who used to se6 Nawatame on his fre-
quent visits to Lumbini for his erchaeotogical research work and on his pligrimage ro the
sacred temple of the Buddha, "Nawetame wasvery picus at his young ase. H;came l@
Nepal as 

: 
o:r*.. of rhe Lokeswara", a Bodhisatva cu rt worshipped in-N"f,rr 

"nd 
in rnany

: c::ntlie:i includins Japan. Despite varigus kinds of airticurti"s iJiri t;*';;;; supcir-
vising the project. such as barriers and detays in getting construction materials in ,i*",
"Nawatame was never tired of his work" says the Mahathera, who also witnessed rhe sig.
ning of the peace pagoaa project. but got used ro all rrarairrips ano airficu;,";;:;; whenl
you have no poriticar connection, which is ruining Nepar,s ,rny a"r"ro;;;;;"rr. ,",
he_was not discouraged..Within four years since rheproject starred, he has .lo;; ir,i,l
sfrri..1e' resident guarrels for monks, kitchen ana rainrooms. And the huge 

"on"r"r" 
foun-'

dltion for the pasoda has arready been raid our to buird up,n" r"r"" r";;;".-;;;;rvisins
alone a huge project that is to be buitt in an area of 4g400 sq. metres n "", ,rr"t .irpr".

Unnatural Death :

The late monk Nawatame spcke ftuent Nepari and supervised the peace pagoda proleet,
aceorfils t: 

_va,or:ers 
in rhe project fierd. rhe *onr. ,,*;iua ,og",r,"r with us not ,justi

supervising"' He led a sirnple life sleeping on a bed rnade out of just four wooden tegs ana
slabs of plywood and ate no special food. For him, even a litite food offered to Buddha sta-
tue wos tasty and bellyful. Such'food ii usually- spreadourt for biras in *"r-, ".1, *i*enough to full a man.

Bttt such a simple and gentte monk died c'n July 3rc night. Many who admired his work
anfl way of life lamgnt for missing him. The unbearabre grief was that his death was not
natqra! nor an aecident. But wes a result of an attack by a group of six sinnerr, ;"-:;;;
him dead for failing ro "root him" according a statement made by rhe Nepariporice, which'is hardtv convineins. out of six assasins .r;;; ;;;;;;il;; o, ,nu Nepalese poriee, rwd

i
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lndian Muslims had led the group that inclurJed four Nepalese to attack the monk while he

was sleeping outside the temple in Lumbini. But there seom to have "no_proper investiga-

ticn conducted on the crirne", bomplained many Buddhist leaders and organisations at th6

rally held at Khulla ivlanch. the open ground theater in Kathmandu held after a long peace

march throujh orit the city. Tho Buddhist leaders at the rally enveked Blessings to the

departed monk. They grieved over the untimely death. They condemned the crime and de-

mandad the authorilies to appoini an impartial committee to investigaie on the cold bloo-

ded mutder.

Beflections
The mass media including national and private newspapsrs gave enough publicity of

the rally of Buddhists that protested lhe murder of a Buddhist monk. tlational radio and

television, which.in the past used to keep a blind eye to Buddhist events and matters rela-

ted to Buddhism, atso gave this time a wide coverage of the rally for the first time broad-

casting several programms that covered th' work of th-e late monktlawatame and. reilgious

and pubtic gatherings held in his respect. lt is also noteworthy that even several ministers

aril members of Nepil's national' Parliament have made official statements calling for

iustice.

However, the authorities that handte lhe murcJer case have yet to reveal the reat motive

sf the cruel murder and bring the assailants to iustice including those suspected. to h.1ve

involved in conspiracy and ordering the heinous crime behind the curtain. O1t1an impaitial

action will honouf rhe fate Venerable Yunataka rflawatame who remains a martyr of p$ace

in the hearts of Budohists all ovef the worll.

Any alternative should reflect upon oertain pathetic situations are still prevelant in
Nepal despite the return of Democraoy at the cost of lives of thousands of people

including Buddhists some 7 years ago. First such crimes are ignored and human lives are

not valued let alo're the respect of human rights in Nepal.

Seconcl, the authorities are not concerned over the safeguarding of Buddnists interes{s

nor their holy places except Hindu temples like Pashupatinath Shrine in Karhmandu, where

a wellmanned police station stand tall to prove that only the Hindu interest are safeguar-

ded. Third, the name of the Buddha and the fact that the Buddha was born in Nepal are

used only to &ceive the international community {or seeking foreign aid, and finally, the

democracy is nothing but iust.a tool to grab politieal power;f6r persona[ intsrests and gains.

Never the less, I am still hopeful the pathetic situation witlchange. May the Venerablc

; Yunatbka Nawatame attain to:the.supreme bliss ol {\irVana.[ 3I

[ .rarrcr*l'
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