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(English Language)

Buddhism and Creatureship

‘= Naresh Man Bajracharya

Humanity is concerned absolutely with human race. Today, human race whether it
belongs to developed countnes or developing countries is in trouble. Human race is facing
various problems. The problems of human race which belongs to developed countries may
defer from the problems of human race which belongs to developing countries. Apart from
their individual as well as parallel problems, we can see some common problems of both\
the developed and developing countries which at least brought them into one platform.
The common problems are as follows:

-+ a) The probability of future world war-

b) Disease,

¢) Over population,

d)' Natural calamity,

e) Environmental disasters,

' ) Dangerous ecological effects.

g) Economic crisis,

h) Probability of star war etc.

As a result, scientific researches, inventions. discoveries and exerciSes are going on
progressively. The research works etc. concern ‘with human problems, human interests,
human benefits and human rights. It may not be absolutely incorrect if some one says that
‘human beings think that this world is being led by them. Human beings are recognizing
themselves as the world and same times they are ignoring the other creatures and their
oquallv important role in the existence of the total and glorious world, Human beings are
projecting themselves as the primary[beings of this werld and underestimating other’ beings
as less i important in priority. Against this observation some cne may speak about the presem ;
movement for the protection of environment. But this comment may not be absolutely’
true. Of course environmentalists are giving slogans for the protection of eﬁvironment. Itis
also found that Government of various countries and International organizations are putting
their efforts at their level best for the protection of environment. But their efforts and
attempts are directly concern for the sake of human race first and for the sake of environ-
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ment later. <'Human-selfishness” is hidden behind their slogans and their movement.
Human beings are making other creatures live with the sole intention of human benefit.
This is why human belngs always talk on and emphasize humanity, humanism etc. It is
conceptualized that humanity is the universal-self. Humanism is the universal religion.
People of all corners therefore, think that betterment of humanity is their uitimate goal. In
brief, it can be said that humanity is limited within a framework of human race, hnmanism,
humanities, humane, humanist and humsnitarian. ' '

May be the humanities is a vast subject in the world of humanit}, but in actual
world humanity is a part of the world. In fact this world comprises all kinds of creatures
(prani). Here the term creature stands for all kinds of - living beings including all natural
objects and phenomena. All kinds of creatures who by birth or by existence have carried
the right te llve peacefully, are members of a big'family i. e., this world. Their coexistence
is the real worlds. Directly or indirectly, they depend on each other. Decay of any member
of course, causes other members suffer and produces imperfection in totality. Glorious
future of this world depends on the co-existence of all kinds of creatures. Therefore, it
seems, the discussion about the future of this world is rather more important than the
future of humanity. In other words, it can be said.that. it is time to think and act not only
for welfare of maximum hum:n beings (bahujana hitaya bahujana sukhaya) but for the
welfare of all kinds of creatures throcugh all means (sarvaprakarena jagato hitaya.) It can
also be said that humanity (manavatavada) is individual self of the world while creature-
ship (Pranivada) is the universal self of this world, Human race should think over creature-
ship. Human beings should give up their “human-selfishness”’ and should act for the
welfare of all kinds of creatures embracing the -‘animism’’ i.e. the belief that all natural
objects and phenomena have souls or lives, '

Buddha was born as a human being and attained Nirvana in human society more
than twenty-five hundreds years ago, but Buddha's teachings are never limited within the
boundéry o.f humanity. Bu dha’s teachings crossed the boundary of humanity and deal with
total creatureship. In this regard, it would be significant to quote here a small dialogue from
the “Vajrachhedika-rajnaparamita’, a Mahayana text.

Once Lord Buddha was asked by Bhikshu Subhuti-

“0. Lord, how should the son or the daughter of a good family, ‘after having
entered the path of the Bodhisattya.' beha\}e, how should he/she advance,
_ and how should he/she restrain his/her' thoughts ?,’
Lord Buddha replied- :
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0 Subhuti. listen and take it to heart, well and rightly, | shall tel}
you how anyone who has entered the path of Bodhisattva should
behave, how he should advance, and how he should restrain his
thoughts.”

Lord Buddha further éaid—

O Subhuti. anyone’ who has entered here on the path of the
Bodhisattva must thus frame his thought:

*As many beings as there are in this world of beings, who are compre-
hended under the term of beings who are either born of egg or from
the womb or from moisture or miraculously, who are either with
form or without form, with name or without name or neither with
nor without name, as far as any known’ world -of beings is known.
all these must be delivered by me in the perfect world of Nirvana.”

““Yavantah subhute sattvah sattvadhatau sattvasamgrahena
samghita andaja va jarayuja va sansvedaja va aupapaduka va
rupino va arupinova va samjnino va asamjnino va naiva
8amjnino nasanjnino va, yavan kascitsattvadhatuh
préjnapyamanah prajnapyate, te ca maya sarve’ anupadhisese
nirvanadhatau parinirvapayitavyah,”

(FTET: AR AT qequTEY aeEEaR

wafgaT w2 av ST av e o sitearga an

wfaet av orefo av iy ar swfaet ar

a | A fa av ave s

SFCTA: SRCAN ¥ T WAV W SAqE

Fratorenat afefratafamear o )

From the above dialogue it is clear.to us that the world of Lord Buddha is not merely
limited to human society, but it encompasses all the beings. '

One may not be much sure about the final liberation (Nirvana) of all the beings practi-
cally, but one difinitely can think and act for the welfare of all the beings  keeping in view
the principle of Creatureship of Lord Buddha. The concept and thought of Creatureship and
its implementation for the welfare of all the beingsicertainly produce the solution of current
ecological crisis etc. and the world peace. It is neeldfess' to say that bright future of huma-
nity and creatureship is hidden in the solution of current ecological crisis and the world
peace.
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